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HISTORY OF THE  UNIVERSITY  OF CLUJ 

FROM THE “REGELE  FERDINAND  I”   UNIVERSITY  TO   THE 
“BABES-BOLYAI”   UNIVERSITY 

(1945-10959) 
 
 

Motto: "The universities, institutions, high-lasting monuments of human genius are not rigid 
compositions, but constantly changing, adapting to major social changes, as nations and by age. 
Although variable and evolving, they were to all the countries, the conservatories and productors  of 
the largest spiritual goods. Universities are storing past and the future security of the people among 
whom they worked. "(Prof. Dr. Julius Hatieganu) 

University of  Cluj, which celebrates nine decades of existence, has crossed, from the  
beginning (in 1919) and until today, various political experience, ideology and culture that 
have made their mark on its national vocation, organizational, cultural and scientific structure. 
One can say that the  fate of this almost secular university was strongly influenced by the 
country's fate, the sudden twists and destabilizing, crises, military conflicts, territorial 
laceration and after August 23, 1944 by Soviet occupation and communist sovietic regime 
type. The research  of  the history of  the University of Cluj in the period 1945-1959 had the 
intention to continue investigations, few in number dedicated to this confused period in the 
history of Cluj University. This prestigious national forum in the interwar period saw a 
perpetual institutional consolidation, intense teaching and scientific activity, selected by a 
teaching staff of important personalities  of that  time.  

Cultural climate, scientific and spiritual activity interwar in Romania has set National 
University of Cluj to a vocation. Only that this vocation was to be diverted by 1944, when 
Romania's history has entered a new political era, which did not favor for a decade and a half 
the spirit of patriotism and national levels. Between 1945-1959, University of  Cluj has 
crossed over political and ideological changes that affected the national institution. We chose 
this time to explore the desire to continue research of  the history of the Romanian University 
of Cluj, conducted by Professor Vasile Puscas for the period 1919-1940, and  from the 
founding until the dramatic moment of the Dictat  of Vienna. Between 1940-1944, University 
of  “Regele Ferdinand I” was forced to leave the refuge in Sibiu and Timisoara, Cluj because 
hortist university came under occupation. Conception of the relationship between the 
university and nation during the interwar period was expressed by Professor Julius Hatieganu 
stressed that the modern universities have adapted great transformations of ages, but kept their 
vocation to serve the nation. After August 23, 1944, the  destiny  of  the University of  Cluj 
was strongly linked to the uncertainties of Transylvania, until the conclusion of peace treaties 
in 1947 and 1948 higher education reform, which aims to serve the people's democracy based 
on proletarian internationalism during anilor'50 .. 
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The thesis was divided into two themes, which correspond to two distinct periods of 
postwar history: 1945-1947, a transitional stage, the major processes were the “defascization” 
of the faculty and university Soviet model imposed by Groza government, and 1948-1959 
phase, the "cultural revolution" in which it was made the reform of the university of Cluj , 
called from 1948 "Victor Babes." The second stage corresponded to severe control by the 
Communist Party and Government of all university activities, the indoctrination  have  
became  prioritary  conditions for the teachers and students. 

The thesis includes 13 chapters, each with several chapters in which I wove the theme 
after chronological  and  thematic criterion. Also as a priority requirement, we tried to 
capture, through various and often conflicting documentary sources, as many details, facts, 
fenomens, changes in institutional organization and university life without falling into the trap 
of partisan interpretation. Moreover, in the first part I outline some methodological issues that 
historiography has imposed in connection with the study of communism in general and the 
University in particular. Universities international discussions about the history of 
communism emphasizes the need to refund non-partisan, the location of these institutions in 
the context of complex political, ideological, cultural and social milestones that have crossed.  

University history research object of known type monographic contributions, 
describing chronologically and usually festivist and progressive, historical and institutional 
size. For the period studied in the thesis, 1945- 1959, the most important was the amount the 
University "Babes" of Cluj-monographic study (in 1957), 223 pages. 1In the "Preface" signed 
by Rector Acad. Prof. Constantin Daicoviciu he stated that the original purpose was to draw 
up a volume of short historical sketches of the University "Babes" at the request of the 
Ministry of Education, to prepare a monograph of the whole higher education RPR. But, at 
the request of teachers, delegations and foreign university students to be prepared a 
comprehensive monograph, but profoundly ideological. Monographic study of this historical 
balance  has been prepared so as to describe the great achievements of University V. Babes in 
the years of popular democracy, in contrast with seeming precarious situation of the 
University in pre-war regimes. Moreover, this model was retained Jubilee and other university 
jubilee retrospective of the communist era, which have ignored or denigrated issues involving 
the monarchy, the participation of academics in political life. Jubilee tradition has been 
subject in the 50 goals communist historiography. 

University history, the practice of historiography was born in the German tradition of 
institutional monographs (Jubiläumsschriften), especially self-celebrative, but was linked to 
the existence of different concerns of intellectual history (history of ideas, history of science 
concepts, etc..) Or history education, cultural and educational institutions. All these 

                                                 
1 Further back were Jubilee Babes-Bolyai University in Cluj in the years 1959-1965 coordinated 
by the Rector Acad. prof.Constantin Retreat. He completed only 76-page paper entitled 
"Babes-Bolyai University in Cluj, led by Rector Acad. Prof. Stefan Pascu, Published by Dacia in 
1972 and "Babes-Bolyai" of 123 pages, published in Cluj-Napoca in 1979, as rector Prof John 
Vlad. Like any approach these volumes present history Jubilee University of Cluj and 
significant achievements in relation to organizational, educational and scientific. 
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approaches have provided opportunities or descriptive books, and discuss or be critical. 
Cultural history today believes that a history of any university can not disregard the profile 
and political environment, cultural, spiritual horizon that has formed the educational and 
scientific ideas that have existed throughout European time. Historiografies , said Florea 
Ioncioaia in a number of  Xenopoliana of  Iasi, proposed surprise as various aspects of the 
University, not exclusively as organizational, institutional, but also under the impact of 
different political regimes and cultural education strategies that have changed the trajectory of 
academic life. Universities were not outside  of  the conflict that supporters have launched 
new models of knowledge or education and social organization, but not outside the 
educational policies of totalitarian regimes as communism.  

An authentic historical approach to the University of Cluj in the period 1945-1959 can 
not avoid a more complex restitution by including actual relationship between the university 
and regime of Gh.G. Dej, lack of university autonomy, interference by Communist central 
and local authorities have had in life University of Cluj , diverted by 1948 from its national 
mission. Study universities in the communist regime requires methodological precautions, 
because communism was and is a research site, which generates opinions divided. To avoid 
biased or erroneous interpretations of current historiography calls communist discourse 
analysis, the meaning and significance of ideological messages, which allows understanding 
the system of ideas, ideology articulated semantic constraints. For example, during 1945-
1947, the discourse of "democracy" Soviet-style slogans abusing sharpening "class struggle" 
to remove items from the University of "fascist" and "backward" who collaborated with the 
old regimes and wars have grown concepts mystical (religious), idealistic, nationalistic 
(chauvinist "). In fact, Stalin's strategy is essentially to force so-called "democratic" wanted to 
suffocate any attempt to maintain the Cluj University of King Ferdinand I "the old mission. 
This mission was anchored in national needs and ideals and Western cultural and scientific 
pace. The new mission, which by 1944 claimed a pro-Soviet forces were ideological Marxist 
Leninist ideals and scientific and cultural model of the USSR. Destruction of the founding 
traditions of the University of Cluj were set in motion violent measures purification 
University professors and students, who until 1947 also hoped to return to tradition and the 
University of Western democracy. Cleansing campaign, compression, retirement, among the 
old elite university committed between 1945-1947 was closely linked to subordination 
objective goals of building a new intelligentsia University, dedicated to building socialism, 
the Soviet model. Speech recorded in official documents press reports communist party 
arrangements and reglementations  government after 1948 continued to show consistent 
struggle against "heavy legacy" to justify revolutionary vigilance and political new treatment 
professionals. Also, documents captured communist speech sources Propaganda does not 
reflect concrete realities '50s Romanian, marked material hardship, and treatment, but 
potential "great." This difference between reality and communist propaganda makes it 
difficult to analyze those years of Romanian Stalinism in general and university history in 
particular. 

To show that was and what was to become the University of Cluj after 1944, I devoted 
Chapter II of this thesis a brief retrospective on the founding ideals of the University of Cluj 
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between 1919-1940, and history University and Heidelberg refuges during the Sibiu and 
Timisoara (Faculty) between 1940-1944. Following the Vienna Diktat in August 1940, 
University of Cluj situation was related to the situation in Northern Transylvania (in which 
find and Cluj University), which was attached to hothist Hungary . University of Regele 
Ferdinand I was evacuated in a short time without being precise instructions in this regard and 
in its place installed the Hungarian University in Cluj, "Ferencz József. 

In that climate of national disaster-rectors Florian Goanga Stefanescu, Sextil, Julius 
Hatieganu Romanian academic community have rejected the Antonescu regime pressures to 
become "militant university and pleaded for university autonomy to pursue institutional and 
functional and promote the University mission the founding and its ideals. Academic 
community located in the refuge was open actions Antonescu regime and opposition to war, 
especially since 1943. 2Reorganization of the University of Cluj / Sibiu was gradual, but 
effective, being created spaces for classes, libraries, hospitals, less for student dormitories and 
canteens. Throughout 1940-1945 there aeeaşi refuge structure faculties, departments, 
institutes, and have continued most of the faculty and University The extension whose 
chairman was Silviu Dragomir, continued to pursue noble cultural designation -National. 
Interwar efforts to achieve the ideal university resulted in the creation of a Romanian 
university tradition, putting University and Heidelberg on scientifically national cultural 
specificity. By this tradition is meant to create a working and creative atmosphere at 
University of Cluj, where Joachim said as Christmas, the university set up a "European spirit, 
a famous Romanian Latin and diligence. Spirit was so dynamic, based on the creative 
capacities of the generations of teachers and students, but also patriotism, linked to raising 
cultural Transylvania.3 

Chapter III of the thesis deals Restore Cluj University and Heidelberg, "the fall of 
1944 until June 1945. I tried to capture as much detail the complex issues that contributed to 
the return delaying  Romanian University in Cluj, despite the legitimacy that was the 
Romanian state institution. Not only refusing to issue Hungarian University premises, clinics 
and libraries Cluj has created difficulties, but also local and central authorities' intention to 
bring pro in Cluj only teachers willing to adapt to new times. Breach of university autonomy 
in autumn 1944 the University Senate changed Cluj / Sibiu and was appointed a new rector 
Alexandru Borza. But the new Rector, like most university teachers were dissatisfied with 
interference strategies of Cluj Prefecture academic affairs and faculty for defamation of 
political cleansing. Cluj Prefecture in January 1945 and took power Cluj reorganization of 
higher education in violation of university autonomy. By Order No. 413 proposed the 
establishment of two University in Cluj, a Romanian and one Hungarian language of 

                                                 
2 University Council meeting of September 1, 1940 has drawn a protest against the imposition 
of discharge the University, but su disposal options discussed in Brasov, Sibiu, Timisoara, Alba 
Iulia, including Bucharest. Most teachers have opted for Sibiu. Ibid, 531-532. 
3 V. Puscas, "University of Cluj serving the nation (1919-1940), Cluj, Sibiu, 1940-1944", in 
Yearbook of the Institute of History and Archaeology "AD Xenopol", Science, XXV / 2, 25, 1988, 
p.133 -134. Sextil "Rules for recruiting teachers University of Cluj 'in Society of Tomorrow, VII, No. 
19-20, VII, p. 340-341. 
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instruction. It was clear that King Ferdinand I "had to return to Cluj was forced to alter 
national institution designed to accept settlement in a spirit of Leninist national question. 
Spring 1945 was marked by testing University and Heidelberg "and impose conditions to 
return to the Hungarian University and strategies to achieve the most favorable conditions, 
even if it was not Transivania Romania. Pro-Soviet democratic forces, grouped in the 
National Democratic Front (NDF), which took over the central and local authorities have 
shown more open intention for the  sovietization of the  University of Cluj. By Decretele  
regale . 406 and 407 in May 1945 was officially published  the  existence of two Universities 
in Cluj , in Romanian and Hungarian language of instruction (the first University of Science 
and in January 1946, Bolyai).  

Chapter IV of the thesis deals with the details of "democratization" and Sovietisation 
University and Heidelberg between 1945-1946 and the impact of the Romanian Association 
for the establishment of closer links with the Soviet Union. ARLUS site quickly put his stamp 
on the new academic spirit, through conferences and circles of popular culture and science 
company. In this chapter we described the machinations of the National Democratic Front, in 
connection with the removal of the old University of Romanian elites, and academic solutions 
that front in the matter. To give an impression of coming from the very bosom University 
wills Romanian government and local authorities claimed the desire of the  students  and  
professors  of Cluj  to democratization, against nationalism and chauvinism. Government, 
headed by Dr. Petru Groza argued that Romania does not need ethnic conflicts, because they 
could influence the decisions regarding the status of Transylvania Allies. After discussion 
between the delegations of the two Universities in Cluj in May June 1945 University of  
Regele Ferdinand I of minutes completed handover of  buildings, clinics and part of 
university property, much has been lost or destroyed. The first train, which carried the 
material left the University of Sibiu in August 1, 1945 and the last on September 25, 1945. 
But financial difficulties and lack of housing for the teachers and led to postponement 
administrative  start of the academic year 1945/1946. 

Chapter V of thesis addresses a dramatic phenomenon that marked the University of 
Regele Ferdinand I in 1944-1945. It is defascization  of the  University of Cluj, the political 
purges, carried through the Purification Committees which included some members of 
University management. If the rector Alexandru Borza and most teachers and students were 
dissatisfied with the fury of exposing the press, unsubstantiated allegations attributed to 
colleagues, deans of Humanities Daicoviciu Constantin, Michael Kernbach of Medicine and 
the new rector Emil Petrovich (March 1945) in have hesitated to participate in treatment 
policy.  Under the pretext of building "democracy" in Universities and bring "errant" 
teachers and students on track, in May-July 1946 has triggered a new wave of purges. Some 
teachers considered "compromised" because the University had served under the former 
regime and participated directly or militants in political wars were the teachers Julius 
Hatieganu Silviu Dragomir Ioan Lupas, Florian-Goanga Stefanescu, Alexandru Borza, 
Onisifor Ghibu and others. New appointed to leading positions at the University, headed by 
Rector Emil Petrovich, were those who drew up the indictment lists of teachers. 
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  Terms prosecutions were generally similar, criminality is related to work or political 
preferences of faculty members and science. Such an indictment has been signed by the 
Rector and Dean C. E. Petrovich Daicoviciu about where teachers' Legionnaire Alecu 
Procopovici Stephen Pascal and Bologa Valer. Were removed Titu Vasiliu limited period of 
Medicine, during six months, Professor Julius holder Hatieganu of Medicine of three months, 
Gregory Popa from the Literature and Philosophy for two years and others . The Patriotismof 
the  Christianity nationalism were considered "backward and barbaric ideology, so that all 
teachers who practiced such temptations to be purged. But a serious mistake was the 
personalities and relations with the West, which he cultivated in Cluj members of Transivania 
Romanian-American Association, who were part of the Rector and his wife Alexandru Borza, 
Nicolae Margineanu, the last one being accused of spying . 4In his confessions and prison 
lecture, the teacher noted that the edge of the exposure and the purges of the University of 
Regele Ferdinand I "between the years 1944-1947 were caused by" casting "of colleagues, 
including Alexander Rosca in turn Psihologie. Al.Roşca was exposed, with Stefanescu-
Goanga Liviu Rusu, N. Margineanu by Michael Ralea in Bucharest in Bucharest, in a "self-
criticism" which he made after leaving his wife and daughter in Washington.5 

Chapter VI is designed precisely compromise mechanisms "reactionaries" and 
"democratization" University "Regele  Ferdinand I” in 1946. That year, the opposition has 
become increasingly aggressive pro, which is backed by PC Cluj Regional and local 
authorities. On behalf of teachers and students 'democratic' Democratic Front spoke 
University, March 3, 1946 which launched a program in which students had to work to tackle 
problems of academic, cultural, social, not political. Basically UDF claimed only communist 
party-related activity not the historical political  parties. University Program UDF wanted to 
become a guarantor of  a new type of intellectual training, receptive to new times, full of 
teaching experience of the USSR.  

Also in this chapter we surprised dominant facet University Regele Ferdinand I in 
1946, it is democratic attitudes teachers and students, who hoped to return to the country's 
democratic system wars. In spring and summer of 1946, University of Regele  Ferdinand I 
became a field of confrontation between two camps: on one hand and anti-anti-government 
opposition, supported by traditional parties (PNŢ.-Maniu Bratianu NLP PNL -Tatarescu), 
some teachers being members or supporters of these parties, on the other hand, the University, 
supported by local forces Cluj.  

Tense atmosphere of the University of Regele Ferdinand I of Cluj has been linked to 
deepening relations between Romanian and Hungarian, Romanian demonstration especially 
when related to January 24, 6-7 March, April 4, 7 and 9 May, amid expectations the Great 
decision Powers on Transylvania. Student demonstrations in the months January to June 1946 

                                                 
4 In Bucharest was the Association  The friends of America, which included universitary 
professors  too. 
5 N. Margineanu Petrovich argued that teachers and Daicoviciu would be "the universal 
scosx Puscariu, Lupas, Dragomir Blaga (members of the Romanian Academy), the Bezdechi, 
Giuglea, Goanga, Sudeţeanu, Vuia, D. Popovici and others . 



 

 

8

showed anti-revisionist attitude of the Romanian students in Cluj, who had joined the 
Romanian public. 6 The  culmination point of nationalist tensions Cluj him were the incidents 
of 28/29 May 1946. Against students accused of Cluj regional Party that would be under the 
influence of traditional parties were encouraged workers to Dermata and CFR mostly of 
Hungarian nationality, which gave the conflict an ethnic color. Decision of Hungarian 
Communist leaders to provoke counter-demonstrations workers, including House of attacking 
"Avram Iancu" would be considered a mistake by the RCP Regional Office Cluj Cluj arrest 
by police of 14 students accused of storming the House of "Avram Iancu" On the night of 
28/29 May, prohibiting any student demonstrations and special session exam postponement 
caused the outbreak of strikes academic, which lasted three weeks, from June 1 to June 19, 
1946. 7 Academic strike in June 1946 was led by leaders of the Centre Medical Students' 
Petru Maior. "Headed strike was Valeriu Anania (Eminence Metropolitan Bartolomeu 
Anania), who risked his freedom to support the student demands. All V. Anania was the one 
who announced June 19, 1946 cease work strike and Student Center. Rector Emil Petrov was 
hostile actions of 1946 students and many teachers stayed away, which encouraged the 
Government to take a drastic measure of expulsion not stopped the strike. The brutality of the 
measures of repression, arrest, expulsion of Romanian students from Cluj had a strong impact, 
but the students Cluj, which is solidary with other universities, continued to be anti-
government attitudes and in autumn 1946. Rigged elections of November 1946 the balance 
tilted towards accelerating the process of "democratization of the University of  Cluj. The 
students 'democratic' in the back who was leading the NDF's Tuur regulatory issues related to 
student accommodation, scholarships, supplies, has been created Cooperative Victoria 
Students. "These forces have created the impression that it is true interests of the students. 

Chapter VII covers the major events of 1947 in the University and Heidelberg. This 
year some of the students  was ready to muster at the headquarters of time, together with 
teachers to participate in the activities department, University of ARLUS site and the newly 
founded National Students Union of Romania (UNSR site). On the other hand, continued 
reactions of the students '47, who hopes her condition interwar return to University. Also in 
1947, under the pretext of "rationalization" of higher education and the economy of the state 
budget strategy began compressions people and university departments and most older 
retirement. This action was carried out in order to purge the University of "ballast" of teachers 
and the departments of Literature and Philosophy, Medicine and Science what do demonstrate 

                                                 
6 Most Hungarians rallied Cluj was revisionist and communism, not of conviction but rather to 
obtain government support in obtaining a privileged status in Transylvania. Judgement of 
Paris of May 7, 1946, the return of Northern Transylvania to Romania Hungarians dissatisfied 
that boosted enthusiasm pro ("democratic") and tried to use to demonstrate interethnic 
tensions Great Powers that Romania would not be able to govern Transylvania civilized. 
Communisation State University with Hungarian language of instruction has occurred, 
especially under pressure from the Hungarian. 
7 In May 1946 student demonstrations were triggered by long in all academic, but most of Cluj 
had a nationalist character, anticommunist and anti-government. Way-Soviet communist 
university resisted reform, not only in Cluj, but also in Bucharest and Iasi. 
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that a political cleansing. In the years 1947-1948 a large part of the elite university was 
featured listings licensing Yves Auger, Romulus Cândea, Silviu Dragomir, John Moga, 
George Giuglea Romulus Vuia, Joachim Claus, Nicolae Margineanu Alexandru Borza and 
others. Nicolae Margineanu some that were sent to prison or allow only chance to hold down 
a job at work, as happened to Professor Stephen Manciulea.  

Chapters VIII, IX and X of thesis deal with the situation systematically University in 
1948, opening year Cultural Revolution. Higher education institutes have traditionally been 
the target of destruction by communist authorities. Romanian Academy on June 9, 1948 
became the Academy's RPR over all university research institutes on July 15, 1948.8 In early 
1948, to January 10 University name was proposed to change the "Victor Babes," recalling 
the old name of monarchy, which had just been abolished on December 30, 1947. University 
name change official "Babes" and annex institutions was the May 27, 1948. Academic 
College King Charles II "was named College Scholar" Balcescu, "Institute of Speleology and 
the University of Cluj and was renamed the Institute of Speleology" Emil Racovita. " Reform 
of higher education in August 1948, Decree no. 175 led to reorganization of the University 
"Babes" on faculties, departments, teaching staff, teaching activities, scientific and cultural. 
Both University of Cluj 'V. Babes and Bolyai were integrated into the centralist, homogenous, 
secular ideology of Romanian education. Their activities must now be conducted into 
twinning both are subjected to ideologizating program and scientific activity. The faculties 
and departments organizational reform became the only all universities RPR as university 
curriculum manuals, single . Didactic and scientific reorganization was affected by the 
governmental decision  of the ideological priorities. In state interests behind the Romanian 
Workers' Party, the recommendation that the university system was inspired by the Soviet 
scientific activity, bibliographies given to the student must be first country with Soviet or 
popular democracy. University "Victor Babes" in Cluj, had the following faculties, with 
duration of four years of study: Faculty of Mathematics and Physics, Faculty of Natural 
Sciences, Faculty of Chemistry, Faculty of History, Faculty of Geology-Geography, Faculty 
of Philosophy, Faculty of Education and Psychology, Faculty of Philology Faculty of juridical 
and administrative, which have duration of three years of study. 9Ministry of Education 
ordered the reorganization of the Department of History, Geography in 1951, when 
Geography History organizational split, forming a single Faculty of History. To this was 
added in 1952, the departments of Social Sciences. In October 1951, was transferred to 

                                                 
8 On June 9, 1948, by Decree no. 76, to proceed with the transformation of the Romanian 
Academy Academy of the Romanian People. According to Article I. "Romanian Academy, 
the highest scientific and cultural changes in a state institution. She will wear name: Republic 
of the Romanian Academy. 
9 Legal-Administrative Faculty worked years at the University 1948-1951 "V Babes," and 
between 1951-1953, formed with the Faculty of Legal Sciences Bolyai, "Institute of Economic 
and Legal Sciences in Cluj . The two departments mentioned were actually two sections in 
the Institute and in 1953 was individualized. Faculty of Legal Sciences, University "Babes." 
Institute for Legal and Economic Sciences was abolished on August 31, 1953, and its building 
was taken over by the Institute of Mechanics of Cluj. 
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Bucharest, Cluj and Iasi Faculty of Philosophy, Psychology and Pedagogy (in fact, the college 
was dissolved in Iasi) who moved to the Faculty of History. In autumn 1954, History of 
Philology joined to form the Faculty of History-Philology. 10In 1955, besides the Department 
of History, Philology has put in place without frecvence lasting 5 years, environmental 
education for teachers who wanted to characterize these specializations. Turning science 
graduate "V. Babes and Bolyai, "was the creation of the three Department of Social Sciences 
in 1948: Fundamentals of Marxism-Leninism, political economy and dialectical materialism 
and historical departments which in 1952 passed the Faculty of History. Indoctrination was 
not only obligatory for students, but also for teachers University of  Cluj. Between 1952-
1956, "Dialectical Materialism" was included in the Department of Fundamentals of Marxist-
Leninism, replaced in 1956, the "History of the labor movement." The "Political Economy", 
course and seminar, the station was named associate Neamtu George and the "dialectical and 
historical materialism" of the Apostle Paul was appointed professor. Since December 1948 
have been redistributed from philosophy teachers, who teached  concepts such idealist. 
DDRoşca teacher was moved to Education, but the philosopher Lucian Blaga was removed 
from the cathedral, considered dangerous concepts personaj its philosophical ideology 
incompatible with the People's Republic. Chapter X of the thesis relates to the new personnel 
policy after 1948, to establish pre shots, the instructions for verifying and social policy 
frameworks and detection methods of critical and self-criticism meetings of deviationists 
right. The Memoirs gives way to expose data about items that did not comply with ministerial 
requirements. In History, for example, teachers were only surface rollers felt with students 
feel "pressing times." Office party and the UTM in the University's employ 'super washing" 
especially the academics who were not assigned teacher the party and gave no evidence of 
"militancy" revolutionary, like David Prodan, exposing the Pavel Apostol and Constantin  
Daicoviciu. Prodan academician in his memoirs wrote how the story was removed from the 
department and the Institute, to work only remaining "in agreement." Also on "work 
agreement" have become the teachers of Pall Francis, Stephen and Michael Dan Pascu, 
accused of lacking, the compatibility  or because they were Greek Catholic. In 1948 
University teaching staff  has been more limited, consisting of old frames that have complied 
with the requirements of political and ideological frameworks and we recruited and promoted 
on the basis of putting the party and the "healthy origin." University Bolyai recovered, in turn, 
teachers 'old' because of the insistence of the Hungarian Catholic and Reformed Churches, 
very interested in maintaining the language of instruction in the Hungarian University of 
academics to the intellectual and political influence, people trusted even if some of them had 
Romanian citizenship, but Hungarian. During 1948-1959 Rector University V. Babes "had led 
three teachers: Emil Petrovich who served as Rector from 1945-1951, then Raluca Ripan 
between 1951-1956, and Professor Constantin Daicoviciu between 1956-1960,1960-1964 and 
1964-1968. Three Rectors have different personalities but have complied with the 

                                                 
10 The Faculty of History, Philology historical sciences were grouped into two sections: pure-
history, lasting five years of studies, preparing for, first, researchers for various scientific 
institutes;-history-Rumanian, duration of studies 4 years preparing for, first, teaching 
environmental education. 
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recommendations of the Party. By 1957, among the faculty of the University "Babes" were 
elected five active members of the RPR Academy: David Prodan, Constantin Daicoviciu, 
Emil Pop, Ripan Raluca Tanasescu and John. The seven members of the correspondents were 
George Calugareanu Constantine Macarovici, Tiberiu Morariu, Stephen Pasca, Popovici, 
Eugen Radu Vasile and Pora. The old formula of the Romanian Academy personalities have 
been removed "unscientific," as historians John Lupas, Siviu Dragomir, Lucian Blaga, Florian 
Stefanescu-Goanga, Stephen Bezdechi, Alexandru Lepadatu and others. Chapter XI of the 
paper presents aspects of teaching and science teacher from 1948 to 1959. Harmonization of 
higher education institution was recovered, not only as an organizational issue, but uniform 
system of programs, courses and required textbooks. Most books to be translated from 
scientific literature or developed by the collective sovietical "careful" editing of textbooks 
selected for single under the Ministry of Education. Since 1948, departments of social 
sciences have the task of creating a "new spirit" and science teachers throughout the teaching 
body. In all faculties of the University "Victor Babes", especially in History, Geography, 
Education and Psychology education reform has deep restructuring of the curricula, courses 
with a predominantly ideological character. 1950-1951 academic year no university teacher 
could not start work without the Ministry of Education decision, a decision made after 
considering the political situation of the academic community practices of party life in the 
form of democratic centralism were transferred to university life form " discussion "," 
criticism "and" self-criticism "for not only professional but also political and 
ideological.11The political and ideological positions is maintained by the scholars and one of 
the criteria to introduce  priority was to "purify" ideological courses, compulsory for all 
universities. Cosmopolitanism, objectivism, technicism, idealism, "appeasement" were 
considered "errors" in all courses pursued disciplines. In History, the sin "objectivity" meant 
avoiding ideological interference by a quantitative analysis, factological, descriptive, cult 
interest in retail and local or regional history. Of these "mistakes" were accused David 
Prodan, and even Kurt C. Horedt Retreat. "Technicism" defect that was interpreted to mean 
not using marxizant sense of historical empirical data. Minute to work the Institute of History 
was a real occasion for concern. Usually, wrote D. Prodan, not read the whole account, but 
reviews were full of reproaches, which "owners" did not even know them. A case was also 
cover the Viorica Pascu accused of being "unable," but that was her last name wrong, and 
appeared unable Stefan Pascu, which broke relations and strengthened the suspicions of 
teachers.12 Free reading literature in the '50s became more restrictive as to create the 
Founding University Library, the books were passed on royalty, Maniu Bratianu Titulescu .. 
etc. Gradually became inaccessible to teachers and students thousands of journals and 
periodicals, about 20 to 25 000 titles, according to a former librarian, Lemeny (C. Mustata, 
student Cluj II). The S Fund could reach but with approval from the Party organization, the 

                                                 
11 Ritual "extended sessions" that Roller has established a practice in the academic activity 
was to have a central role in transforming the university into an instrument of censorship and 
communist propaganda. 
12 David Prodan, Memory, and neatly annotated text, with foreword by Aurel Răduţiu, 
Bucharest: Encyclopedia, 1993, p.73. 
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Leadership Library. Obtaining approval was often linked to the preparation of doctoral theses. 
The “old” teachers, "who continued to work were forced to join the party, and their scientific 
work to be consistent with new scientific principles. Most teachers in "Victor conducted a 
brief ideological activity continued to make inquiries with discretion, but the lack of 
production of scientific publications and scientific journals from the '50s was not spectacular. 
Passing Academy Institutes RPR and encourage scientific work in the scientific community 
made the highest-rated material to be edited. 1952 RPR Academy of stigma we encourage 
teachers to expose traitors, not science, in "appeasing" is concerned and so-called right-wing 
deviation, which in the 50s meant to promote "class enemies. In the 50s quite a few teachers, 
lecturers - lecturers, assistants, had not been recognized doctorate or PhD. Furthermore, there 
requirement to be classified by degree, and, on the other hand there is a shortage of doctoral 
leaders. Few books have been edited and published rates lithographed was "extremely rare," 
according to testimony of former students. November PhDs have delayed occur, being more 
numerous after 1960. The  registration of doctoral require the approval of the party, some 
applicants are rejected.13 

Until 1956, when he appeared Bulletin "Babes" and "Bolyai University in Cluj, there 
were no publications and international scientific relations, although not free, were linked to 
the Soviet Union and the countries of popular democracy. Departures teachers were closely 
monitored by the RMP's Regional Cluj, who claimed to be the deciding output abroad. At the 
Congress of History of  Rome in 1955 attended the University of Cluj only Daicoviciu C and 
D. Prodan.  

About Studentimea si viata  studenteasca in the '50s I dealt in chapter XII Cluj 
university statistics showed that, after 1948, the number of students the University of Cluj 
increased from 2500 (of which 114 Fellows) to 3026 students between the 1500 stock market 
in 1956.14 University V. "Babes" had included the requirement to improve the social 
composition of students.  According to the tasks of the Party should represent the children of 
workers 40% of all students, and together with the sons of peasants to reach 70-75% of all 
students.15 In relation to students from September 16, 1952 was a no scoring system stability 
of these.  If  abolish the rating system 1-10 and set up scoring by grades: very good, good, 
sufficient, insufficient school since 1952 -1953. Training program on school year 1948-1949 

                                                 
13 Ioan Mârza, Povestea vieţii mele. Confesiuni şi schiţe de portrete, Cluj-Napoca, Presa 
Universitară Clujeană, 2008, p.189-221. 
14 The 1948 grants were conditional supporters financial situation, but also in school. Their 
amount was up to 200 lei will grow only in 1954-270 lei per month. Scholarships were two ways 
in housing grants (student hostel), food and fellowship (Student Canteen). Student dormitories 
and canteens to be used only by students bursieri.Din February 19, 1951 were up 200 annual 
scholarships to 5000 Republican lei a month for "most outstanding elements of higher 
education, apart from accommodation and food, which were shared by higher education 
institutions by the Ministry of Education. Student Life stated that in 1957, the university center 
of Cluj include about 10,000 students, only "V Babes have about 3220 students and scholars 
share is around 50%. 
15 These projects  were considered "optimal" social composition.   
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published by the "Babes" in 1949 included Cluj main "General Instructions" on work student 
from the college admission made by written evidence, oral and practical according to 
specialty of each faculty. Reforming student activities after 1948, was based on academic 
tradition bourgeois replacement, that "school, and to much  learning, to scream  to the 
students" a new work style. The "Guidelines for students in independent study," in 1951, 
drafted by a team from the Universities' Babes "and" Bolyai University of Cluj, the new 
method of student work consists in activities directly related to his training courses, seminars , 
tutorials, specialized conferences, individual study and development of theoretical or 
practical. Throughout the '50s, working methods, scientific thinking and speech were inspired 
by Marxism-Leninism, but also Darwinism and pavlovianism. These concepts scientifically 
faced idealist conceptions, chauvinist, "anti-scientific" which still was still in university 
textbooks, C. Rector as  Daicoviciu’s  opinion. Medical Students work taking place in 
scientific sessions, supervised by teachers. Medical Students Cluj papers were published from 
1955-1956, in "Bulletin Medical Students," published by 'Scientific Association of University 
students in addition to "Babes." In 1948, the National Union of Students from Romania 
(UNSR) , then UTM academic organization (the student union formed with Student 
Associations) were in support erijat "precious" of management, University "Victor Babes" in 
supporting  the  fidelity to the Party and people's democratic regime. But just in the years 
1950-1956 there were more exclusions in the UTM at the "V. Babes in Cluj. The most 
common reasons were "conspiracy" with fascist student actions, the "bourgeois attitude" of 
those who sought to know well English and French. Cosmopolitanism was incompatible with 
the student a new type, which must give priority to the knowledge of Russian and the Soviet 
bibliography. Exclusion from UTM brought quickly and exclusion from university, which 
was always great discreet. Like the teachers, the students too were excluded (utemişti) if they 
didn’t voted the exclusion of  any colleague. Student life in the '50s was related courses, 
seminars, libraries, dormitories and cafeterias, but the usual student entertainment. Fun 
student festival was linked to the Fetitele vieneze onomastic restaurant for a "questionable 
care" where students sang more than they  eat. The leadership of  Universities' V. Babeş and 
student associations have tried to channel cultural and sporting activities for students to have 
control over studenţimii from both Universities in Cluj. Cluj University fraternity has been 
applied consistently by central and local Party organization, but was rather a wish than a 
reality. 16 Unity 1959 was the year the two universities already twinned in 1956 by a scientific 
newsletter. In Chapter XIII we present unification university stages, which started the debate 
in the months of February-March 1959 the direct patronage of the Party. Gheorghiu-Dej, Cluj 
supported by the Regional Committee of the RMP's, believes that the unification of the two 
universities "sisters" ended the nationalism. Regional Committee of the RMP site Cluj taken 

                                                 
16 Student dormitories were "Avram Iancu" E. Racoviţă "Elena Paul," home "B" Dorm no. March 
of the Chemical Park. The Dorm "Avram Iancu" were about 8-12 students in a room, a year or 
faculty colleagues. Evening told "stories" sometimes take place sale packages from home, 
which was a cause for "celebration" at each of the room. There is one wall of each faculty 
newspaper, kept up to date by a group leader. There appeared corigenţii, the low 
frequency (utemişti or not), "unworthy to be students of the new times.". John Mârza, my life 
story. Confessions and drawings of portraits, Cluj-Napoca, Clujeană University Press, 2008, p. 
162-172. 
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to stimulate the process of unifying the two Universities in Cluj-Dej sent Gh.Gheorghiu Cluj 
com. Nicolae Ceausescu, who in April 1959 proved an intransigence towards Hungarian 
nationalism, where Janos Fazekas. In the B.P. of CC meeting of the RMP's April 20, 1959 is 
clearly stated "right of minorities to learn their mother tongue, as stipulated in the" Statute of 
nationalities "in February 1945 and the" Constitution "of 1948 and 1952. Were also presented 
"mistakes" in the organization and orientation of education in minority languages mistakes 
that "have damaged patriotic and internationalist education studious youth. that the accused 
is" not satisfied the knowledge base to the Romanian language, "which was the language of , 
RPR's citizenship, which "feed the national separatism."   Debates on unification of Nicolae 
Ceausescu in 1959 and attended the categorical responses teachers gave Hungarian Balogh's 
especially Edgar.17 In spring 1959 there was unification of the Party organizations of UTM, 
the two academic unions, the Asociations student homes and canteens, but decisive action 
was Assembly Cluj university faculty members in June 1959. On behalf of the unification 
presented a report read by Professor László Tokács (Lajos), Rector Bolyai, "which outlined 
why the unification in a unique and powerful universe was lifted on a higher level of cultural 
life and scientific  of  Cluj. At the same time scholars meeting was held, all the house 
university students meeting the higher education institutes in Cluj. Communist press has 
reported that "students' meeting was held in an atmosphere of youthful enthusiasm, the 
speakers stressed that the unification of the two universities fully corresponded desire 
Romanian and Hungarian students from Cluj to learn and work together to help each other in 
close collaboration frăţească.Boris Cazacu, Director of Education and Culture Ministry 
announced that the Ministry has appointed Rector of the University "Babes-Bolyai" the 
academician Prof. Dr. Constantin Daicoviciu and fellow teachers as vice-rectors Janos 
Demeter, Alexander Rosca and Péterffy Stephen. From academic year 1959-1960 "Babes-
Bolyai" contained the following faculty: Faculty of Mathematics and Physics, with four 
sections, Faculty of Chemistry, Faculty of Natural Sciences, Geography, with four sections, 
Faculty of Philology, 10 sections, Legal Faculty secţie.Crearea a "Babes-Bolyai University in 
1959, also meant restructuring the Academic Council, the Rector to ensure faculty 
representation, which had been part of the old University Bolyai. Cluj University Unification 
meant twin inclusion classrooms and libraries of the former State Universities teaching in 
Hungarian in the Central University Library. New University "Babes-Bolyai have a teaching 
staff of 700 members and should be," said Rector Daicoviciu a means of rapprochement 
between young people of all nationalities, to combat manifestations of national isolation, the 
remnants of the nationalist-chauvinist  to educate students in the spirit of socialist patriotism 
and proletarian internationalism. The thesis ends with conclusions and references, which have 
included documentary and historiographical sources on which they used to carrying out the 
proposed theme.  Documentary sources on the period 1945-1959 were different (archival 
documents, original and edited textbooks, instruction, academic programs, Official Gazette 
(now the Official Gazette after 1948) local press, and central, works, studies, monographs, 
memoirs, studies and articles about the history of Cluj University. The press was an important 

                                                 
17 Constantin Mustaţă, Student la Cluj. Zborul printre meteoriţi,vol. II. Editura Studia, 2003, p.61, 
63. 
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source, between 1945-1947 as part of some pro-democratic. After 1948 the remaining media 
was only serving the PC and has not published any article purges among boards faculty and 
students from Cluj,putting into communist propaganda of the Party and government support 
measures. The most important references for the subject work were documentary material 
from the University Archives, State Archives of Cluj, but fragmentary material from which 
many documents are missing (or were lost) for the period 1948-1960. University Archive 
Fund in 1948 after expressing the official position of University Leadership (Rector and 
Academic Senate). Historians and researchers from Cluj, and teachers Vasile Puscas, Virgil 
Ţârău, researchers like Lucian Nastasă, Stelian proud, etc.., Cluj or other universities Daniel 
Dobos, Ovid Bozgan, Andi Mihalache Ioncioaia Florea and others have tried to shed light on 
events in the history of Romanian University of Cluj. Their research provided a valuable 
support in historical investigation that I conducted it. The present thesis focused on a 
reconstruction as consistent and complete facts of university activities, requiring a critical 
approach, analytical and comparative, to provide a convincing research otherwise of Cluj. The 
University has a history methodology its own, this research remained rather, to reach the 
researcher can use a mixture of theory and techniques according to their draft.  

Historical research University of Cluj between 1945-1959 was an intersite activity, 
which sought to confirm the idea that the University, like all institutions linked to the destiny 
of Romania was the entire Romanian society. However it turns to suffer exile or the reform of 
1948, the Romanian University of Cluj continued to remain an institution of enormous 
prestige continued to emanate a spirit of creative, intellectual and academic elegance that 
Communist regime could never destroy it. 
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