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Synthesis of the main parts of the work 

The introductive part refers to the main contributions brought by the scholars to 

the configurations of the subject discussed, to the premises of the work, one of the 

purposes of the thesis being that of critically observing the contribution of the Russian 

theological publications at enticing the faithful to the orthodox ideology.  

 In doing this research we achieved a critical perspective over the evolution of 

political, social and spiritual context in which Orthodox Church developed, taking into 

consideration its subordination to the czarist authority. 

 In the first chapter we pointed out this evolution from the Middle Ages till the 

modern period of the Orthodox Church when it became so powerful that could and 

wanted to be seen as the Third Rome, having a wish of priority in front of the Orthodox 

Patriarchy of Constantinople, even though Russian Orthodoxy was in the beginning a 

Greek Orthodoxy. 

 In the second chapter we presented the connection between the Russian Empire 

and the Russian Orthodox Church, highlighting the tendencies, and how to avoid these 

tendencies, that is, to politically subordinate the above-mentioned ecclesiastical 

institution.  

 The third chapter refers to hierarchs and some of less known aspects of their 

activity in the Orthodox Mission of the Church. In this respect, the personality of Bishop 

Gavriil Banulescu Bodoni is important and also his influence towards the evolution of the 

Orthodox Church of Bessarabia, the influences of hierarchs like Serapion Alexandrovki, 

Evghenie Bolhotinov, Filaret Amfiteatrov who shepherd the Bishopric of Kiev and 

Halici. We also brought important pieces of information about the activity of Bishops of 

Sankt-Petersburg and Ladoga. 
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 The fourth chapter briefly brings into attention the evolution of the orthodox 

ecclesiastical institutions in the Russian Empire, and more precisely, in some of the 

guberniyas belonging to the Empire: Georgia, Turkistan, Azerbaijan, Lithuania, Armenia, 

and Bessarabia. 

 In Conclusions we pointed out that The Russian Orthodox Church arose a set of 

questions about its place and role not only in the Russian Empire, but in European 

Orthodox World as well, including its relationship with the Orthodox Patriarchy of 

Constantinople and the Catholic Church with its centre in Rome, as reflected in the 

ecumenical dialogs. 

 This work focused its attention on the process of becoming of the Russian Church 

as resulting from the theological publications of the time in the second part of the 19
th

 

century. 

 The bibliography was established starting from the archives and sources from 

Chisinau and Cernauti put together with more recent works on this subject. 

 

 Summary 

During my studies at the Faculty of Orthodox Theology from The University of 

Alba Iulia I developed the interest in the history of the Russian Orthodox Church as 

reflected in: the relationship between Russian Church and European Orthodox Churches, 

the Church as related to the political situation of the Russian Empire, the life and activity 

of some of the most important hierarchs, the evolution of the orthodox theology, and the 

serious contribution of the religious publications of those years. 

Practically, I approached more aspects of the Russian situation of the Church in 

the 19
th

 century with consequences in the 20
th

 century, more precisely, between 1800 and 

1918. 

 The process of Christianization of the Russian world was considered the most 

important success of the Byzantine Orthodox mission, and, was seen as a great politically 

centralized missionary diocese. 

 The Russian orthodox system generated a canonic and administrative tradition 

that saw the Bishop of Kiev and later, The Patriarch of Moscow, as the unique leader of 

the Russian Orthodox Church, thus all the hierarchs being under this unique leader’s 
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authority. In the immense territory of the Russian Empire a great number of people took 

the Christianity as the ruling religion, mostly thank to the missionary activity of the 

Church materialized in the growing number of monks who encouraged orthodox way of 

living. 

 In the 19
th

 century the Russian Orthodox Church became a very influent 

institution so the hierarchs started to think whether  they should move the centre of the 

orthodox world from Constantinople to Moscow, or not. As religious Russian influence 

grew the hierarchs were trying to make from Moscow the Third Rome. The Russian 

Orthodox hierarchs saw as the main objective of the parish churches of the 19
th

 century a 

strong religious education of the Christians and a strong relation between people and 

institution, mediated by the parish priest. Also, an important contribution to the 

development of orthodoxy on Russian lands had the missionary activities of the priests, 

the setting up of the parish schools, of the ecclesiastical seminaries, and of the great 

Theological Orthodox Academies from Kiev, Moscow, Sankt-Petersburg and Kazan. 

 The Holy Synod leaded the Russian Church for two centuries, and this Synod was 

under the authority and influence of the czar. A new institutional order in the form of 

Patriarchate did not bring a great difference in front of the czarist’s authority. If at the 

beginning of the orthodox life in Russia the bishop was obedient to political authority, 

after two centuries, the patriarch had to be obedient to czarist authority in every 

ecclesiastical problem. 

 Bessarabia was considered a province of the Russian Empire, so it was one of its 

obligations to align its institution to the central Muscovite power demands. Fortunately, 

most of the orthodox hierarchs from this guberniya, found solutions for avoiding Russian 

orders and dispositions, so that the orthodox community from here succeeded in keeping 

its ecclesiastical and national identity. 

 

Conclusions 

 The great event of Christianization of the people from Kiev in 988 called The 

Baptism from Kiev, when Prince Vladimir adopted Byzantine Orthodoxy as the state 

religion, is equivalent with the birth certificate of the Russian Orthodox Church. Because 
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of that event, Russian Orthodox Church celebrated in 1988 one thousand years of 

existence.  

 If at the beginning of the existence, the Church was under the canonic authority of 

the Constantinople Patriarchy, the Patriarch being allowed to choose the Bishop of Kiev 

Church, after the tartar invasion, the Orthodox Bishopry had to move at Moscow where a 

Russian Patriarch was designate in front of the Russian Church. As we can see, the 

Russian Orthodoxy is born from the Greek tradition of Orthodoxy, and in its first years of 

existence is under the authority of Constantinople. 

 In 19
th

 century the most important event in the institutional point of view is the 

independence of the Russian Church when Bishop Iona is chosen by the Bishop Council 

from Russia as the Bishop of Moscow and all the Russians. This is the moment that 

settles the independency from the Patriarchy of Constantinople.  

 In the tumultuous historic events from the beginning of the Church on Russian 

lands till present we chose a relatively short period of time from 1800 to 1918 in which 

the major interest was focalized upon the way Russian society was influenced by the 

religious ideology. Also, an important question of the Russian Orthodoxy was that of its 

place in Europe and the other orthodox communities, and mostly, of its role in society.  

 One of the new aspects of this work consists of the study of the theological 

publications and papers, especially from the second part of the 19
th

 century, which 

highlighted the evolution of the religion along with the evolution of the political life. By 

the end of the 19
th

 century, the papers with a theological subject considerably grow in 

number. An extraordinary cultural and religious phenomenon was the coming out and 

spreading of the journals and papers of Russian theologies. It’s the time when the Holy 

synod appear, when great Theological Academies publish their studies, but too, when the 

Bishopries, monasteries and the faithful ones from the people publish journals or papers 

concerning Russian problems over religion and theology. 

 This work is based on the corroboration of the religious historical events of the 

Russian people with the political and social elements that influenced the Church, the 

people and the czarist politics. 

 In history of the Russian Church very much important aspects had been ignored 

by the historians so this work approaches more methods of study for making it more 
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complete. Some of the methods are the portrayal technique, comparativism, historicism, 

techniques that allowed a wide and comprehensive presentation of the relation between 

the church as institution and other institutions of the state. 

 At the end of the 19
th

 century one could observe the flourishing of the orthodox 

Theology, mostly because of great minds and thinkers like Dimitri Muretov and Macarie 

Bulgakov which settled the basis of the Russian Orthodox Theology. 

 This work has the positive point that it insists on religious, social and political 

events that help us to have a complete image over Russian world. This text could be used 

in the classes at practical courses, or as material didactic support for classes of History of 

the Church. 
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