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The Summary of the Doctor’s Thesis

The present work, entitled The History of the Army’s Bishopric (headquarters in
Alba-lulia), between years 1921-1948 is structured in seven major chapters, and the
chapters I- V have several subchapters.

Chapter I

The Ancient Church and the Romanian Army in History

In this chapter | emphasized the different connections and common aspect that had
existed between the two institutions since the Romanian people was formed.

During the two Dacian-Roman wars (101-102; 105-106), the presence of the
religious element was a true fact revealed by the historian A.D. Xenopol, when he
affirmed that “the entire moral life of the Geta- Dacian people was dominated by religious
aspects™.

After the Aurelian retreat (271-275), | mentioned the millennium of migrations
that ended with the great Tartar’s invasion from 1241, only briefly. Their domination
persisted over the Eastern-Carpathian lands, for about a century, and over the lands
between The Middle Carpathian and Danube, some more than half century, which was
until the formation of the Romanian Countries.

Before the formation of the two Romanian states — Moldavia and Muntenia — |
mentioned the presence of the political pre-state formations (principalities and
voivodeships), that belonged to Litovoi, Ioan, Farcas, Seneslau, that had by their side a
bishop. The Diploma of the loanit Knights from 1247 mentions the presence of religious
persons and places such as: churches, priests, archbishops, in the territory between The
Central Carpathians and the Danube.

After 1324, instead of the mentioned political formations, it appeared in the region
between The Carpathians and The Danube, a single state and a single political ruler or a
lord having the name of Basarab I, The Founder (c. 1310- 1352), that is known under the
name of Negru Voda.

In a similar context the unification of the political pre-state formations between

the Oriental Carpathians and Nistru (Moldavia), was realized, with the difference that the

! A.D.Xenopol, Istoria Romdnilor din Dacia Traiand, Editia a 111-a, vol. |, Dacia Anteromana si Dacia
Romana, 513 1. Hr. - 270 dupa Hr., 1925, Bucuresti, Editura ,,Cartea romaneasca”, pag. 64.



way of unification was called colonizer. The main colonizers, that came from Maramures
were Dragos (1352-1354) and Bogdan (1359-1365). | continued by proving that the
immediate and natural decision of the two Romanian states was the foundation of the
Metropolitan Church of the Romanian Country, the first metropolitan being lachint,
brought form Vicini (1359) and of Moldavia, that was documentary attested in September
1386, during the reign of Petru I Musat (1375-1391). This Metropolitan Church was
recognized by the Ecumenical Patriarchy on 26 July 1401, the first metropolitan being
losif Musat.

Taking into consideration the fact that these two things were accomplished almost
simultaneously or in a short period of time, the closely connection between the two
institutions: The Church, represented by the Metropolitan and the State or The Army,
represented by the Ruler of the Country.

Starting with the XV™ century, | illustrated each century, presenting the most
representative rulers that showed their faith and charity towards the Church and thus they
have their names written in the golden book of this divine institution. Thus, Alexander the
Good (1400-1432), a Christian, peaceful and wise ruler showed a great faith in God and
in the miraculous power of the Saint Relics, besides his diplomatic abilities and military
skill. Due to this faith “they asked to bring the relics of Saint John al Novii (John the
New) form the White Fortress and the settled them in Téargu, at the Mertopolitan Church

from Suceava™

, showing for the first time that the Moldavian militaries were important
to history “not because of their actions on the battle field, but by assuring security for a
Saint martyred by the pagans and whose miraculous bones had been brought to Suceava
with an impressive procession™,

As far as Stephen the Great is concerned (1457-1504), the ruler with the longest
reign, he had such a great trust in The metropolitan patriarch (1457-1477), that in 1462,
when the Moldavian priests and the landowners were asked to swear they would be
faithful to Poland, in the same way as the lord “the metropolitan himself presents the
document in everybody’s behalf™,

In the XVI™ century, a sir that had a great faith in God was Radu the Great (1495-

1508), who wanted to reorganize the church from The Romanian Country and brought

% Dr. Alexandru V. Dita, 1415. Semnificatia politica a unui act religioS: Aducerea moastelor Sfantului loan
cel Nou la Suceava, in ,,Armata si Biserica” nr. 4 / 1996, pag. 53.
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Nifon, the former Patriarch of Constantinopol (1486-1488; 1496-1498) in his country
“with the Gate’s approval”. Even if this plan failed, it should be appreciated his Christian
preoccupation to transform The Church into a powerful institution that either him —
representing The State and The Army — or the people could count on under any
circumstance.

More over | emphasized the real Christian character of Neagoe Basarab (1512-
1521). Two of his main achievements are sufficient in order to register his name among
the saints in the calendar. One is related to architecture and the other to literature. It is
about The Church of the Monastery from Curtea de Arges and about the well known
work: The Advice of Neagoe Basarab to His Son Teodosie. This work contains the most
peaceful advice of the faithful lord for his son, whom he asks to be more understanding
with his enemies, even under hard circumstances. He advised him to offer presents in
order to avoid murders and only if the enemies remained to their evil decision he should*
call God to help us and only with God’s help we should fight against them. Because if
they are in a big number, that was God’s work, and for their unfaithful act, God would

make our enemies surrendered at our feet””.

The most important Romanian ruler by the end of the XVI"

Viteazu (1593-1601) that showed a great faith in God and cared about the people of the

century was Mihai

Church and the saint values of faith. Mihai’s qualities are reflected in his respectful
attitude towards loan de Prislop, for whom Mihai built “a Walachia’s Metropolitan
Church, against the Catholics’ great indignation, as they had been supported by
Bathorests until then, in the Country’s capital, situated near the house of Napragi, the
Latin bishop of Transilvania”®. By Mihai’s side there were The metropolitan John and
Dionisie Rally, the patriarch of Tarnovo, the one who “put holly water according to the
tradition and wished him to have a long life” and who, according to N. Iorga “he became
the lord’s confessor and advisor until the end of his life”’.

In the XVII™ century | mentioned the reign of two lords (Matei Basarab 1632-
1654 in the Romanian Country and Vasile Lupu 1634-1653 in Moldavia), that seemed to

be in a continuous competition of building and helping the churches.

° ,,invégéturile lui Neagoe Basarab catre fiul sdu Theodosie”, Capitolul: Pentru solii §i pentru razboaie,
editie asimilatd dupa unicul manuscris pastrat. Transcriere, traducere in limba roména si studiul introductiv
de Prof. Dr. G. Mihaila, membru corespondent al Academiei Roméne, cu o prefatd de Dan Zamfirescu,
editura ,,Roza Vanturilor” Bucuresti — 1996 pag. 313.

® N. Torga ,, Sate si preoti din Ardeal”, Bucuresti 1902, pag. 40.

"loan Strdjan Mihai Viteazul, in revista ,,Dacoromania”, nr. 27, Alba lulia, 2006, pag. 2.



Matei Basarab felt such a great love related to churches that, in 1643, he confessed
to Ferdinand III, that “he would rather die if the Turkish people harmed the Christians™®,

Vasile Lupu helped the Romanian churches and some other Eastern Orthodox
churches that were under the power of the Ottoman Gate, and he determined the
patriarchs that ruled these churches to address him the following words: “you are as an
emperor to us™.

At the end of the XVII™ century and the beginning of the XVIII™ century, the
personality of Constantin Bracoveanu (1688-1714) can be easily observed due to his
faithful life. Antim Ivireanul overwhelms him using the following epithets: “if we call
you the crown of all the lords we will say the truth as you seem to be an olive tree seeded
in the house of God that spreads its forever green branches towards all of us...”".

The XVII™ century presents the fight of two monks Visarion Sarai and Sofronie
from Cioara, and of the people from the Stone Country, ruled by Horea, Closca and
Crisan. They were acompanied by a great number of priests.

In the XIX™ century, the good relations between The Church and The Army or the
lord, are emphasized by the involvement in the country’s problems of some person’s of
The Church that would help the lords. Thus, among the most stable supporters of Tudor
Vladimirescu (1821), was Chesarie, the treasurer of Antim Monastery from Bucharest,
the future bishop of Buzdu (1825-1846), and Ilarion from Arges, the superior of the
mentioned monastery “a good friend and advisor of Tudor™.

In the same century, in Moldavia, the bishop Melchisedec Stefanescu, is
considered to be one of the most constant supporters of AL.I.Cuza, that helped him to
unify the two Principalities, Moldavia and the Romanian Country.

During the Independence War, many Romanian priests accompanied the country’s
army on the battle fields from Grivita, Plevna, Smardan, and Atanasie Stoenescu, The
Bishop of Ramnic, sanctified the bridge from Corabia (that was built by the Romanian
military), baptized the flags, confessed gave the Eucharist to all the soldiers, on 20 August

1877, before crossing the Danube.

8 C. Rezachevici, Viata politicd la mijlocul secolului al XVII — \ea. Epoca lui Vasile Lupu si Matei Basarab,
in ,,Istoria Romanilor”, Vol. V, coordonator Virgil Candea, Editura Enciclopedica, Bucuresti 2003 pag. 119:
cf. Hurmuzaki 1V, 1, pag. 776.

® C. Rezachevici, Viata politica la mijlocul secolului al XVII — lea. Epoca lui Vasile Lupu si Matei Basarab,
in ,Istoria Romanilor”, Vol. V, coordonator Virgil Candea, Editura Enciclopedica, Bucuresti 2003 pag. 140.
19 Antim Ivireanu ,,Didahi”, Editura Minerva, Bucuresti 1983, pag. 204-205.
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The XXth century. By the means of the two world organizations, this century
asked for the maximum involvement of The Church and Army. The war years revealed
the quality and the value of hundreds of priests that by their activity on the battle fields
determined the Romanian society to reconsider their image and attitude towards the real
responsibilities of the Romanian Orthodox priest.

Chapter 11

The Foundation of the Army’s Bishopric

In this chapter | presented the main legislative documents as well as the stages of
the religious service in the army’s benefit starting with 1850. In that year the first
Instructions were edited and were called The Duties of The Army’s Priests, structured in
seven points, elaborated by The Metropolitan of Hungary-Walachia and The Ministry of
Army’s Activities, that became The Ministry for War. The life of these Instructions
would be short as in 1870 another document regarding the activity of the army’s priests
was elaborated and applied, that was called: The Rules for the Priests from the Permanent
Army. This document was followed by a decree in 1876 which mentioned that “all the
troops and the territorial unities could have a priest”, and “in 1877 the priests of the local
units were replaced by the priests of Garrisons, that would serve or all the units from the
area”. In 1876 there were elaborated The Instructions called The Duties of the Army’s
priest that settled “the activity of the army’ priest during the peace period, regarding the
divine cult and teaching the religious sciences, in the military schools and established
their duties during the war period”. These Instructions were published by the
archimandrite Gabriel Rascanu (a former priest of the army), in The R.O.C. magazine,
year 1V, 1877-1878, pages 173-180.

After this stage that took place before the foundation of The Army’s Bishopric,
there followed another intermediary stage (1915-1921). This stage started on May 5,
1915, when The Holly Synod took into consideration the proposal of Metropolitan Pimen,
to endow The Army with a well organized religious service that should have a spiritual
guide, in the person of a archpriest. The Holly Synod elected father Constantin Nazarie,
who was a university professor of Christian Moral at Faculty of Theology from
Bucharest.

Pressed by the war that was coming, father Nazarie elaborated The Instructions
Regarding the Duties of the Army’s Priests, which, after having a final form and being
approved by the Holly Synod and by The General Staff, “became the order number 3451
from 28 October 1915, of The General Staff and were published in The Romanian



Orthodox Magazine in November 1915”. One should remind that The Instructions
elaborated by father Nazarie “were the basis for the priests’ activity in the army until The
Army’s Bishopric was founded”.

In the subchapter called The Organizing of the Religious Service in the Army, one
can take into consideration the fact that by the election of father Nazarie and his
Instructions, the entire activity of the priests was so well coordinated that The Army’s
Great Headquarters had nothing else to add, as “all that needed be noted, was written by
me in a very detailed way”-said the author- and he added the following: “ to prove that
The Instructions elaborated by me were absolutely complete, one should observe the fact
that during the war, we respected their spirit and words and all the cases had been
mentioned there, although we had to deal a lot of different situations”*.

In the last but one chapter, there are presented the rights to promotion and reward
regarding the army’s priests. By the means of a Report (no. 473 from 12 February 1917)
father Nazarie asked for and obtained the right for the priests to have the same statute as a
lieutenant in reserve. He proved that their activity was similar to that from other countries
and was connected to the words of the gospel “the worker is worthy of being paid
“(Lc.X,7). Even more, he said, the priests that distinguished themselves by courageous
acts, would be proposed to be promoted with the rank of captain. The Assistant of the
Head of Religious Service should be promoted with the rank of a major and The Head of
the Religious Service should be given the rank of a Colonel.

The last subchapter called The Real Foundation of the Army’s Bishopric, Shows
that The Instructions elaborated by father Nazarie in 1915, had the statute of law until 20
July 1921, when The Law Regarding the Organization of the Military Clergy appeared,
and the absolute leader of all the military priests, irrespective of their religion, would be
“a military bishop, having the title “The Bishop of Alba-Iulia”, and becoming a member
of The Holly Synod”.

The Metropolitan Pimen, a great supporter of this Law, was sustained by The
General loan Rascanu, The Ministre of War in that time, who declared in front of The

Parliament that “the army can not dispense with the spiritual service of the priests”13.

12.C. Nazarie — ,Referat asupra activitatii preotilor de armata, in campania din 1916 — 1918”, Bucuresti,
1920, pag. 8.

3 Gh. Nicolescu si ceilalti, ,,Preoti in Trangsee 1941 — 1945”, Bucuresti, 2000, pag. VIII; cf. Stefan Paslaru,
23 Aprilie 1921. Legiferarea organizarii clerului militar, in ,,Revista de Istorie Militara” nr. 3/1993, pag.
38.



This Law, structured in twelve articles, was promulgated by the King Ferdinand I,
by the High Royal Decree No. 3378 from 20 July 1921 and published in The Official
Gazette n0.99 from 6 August 1921. The Law was followed by The Regulations for
Applying the Law Regarding the Organization of the Military Clergy, promulgated by
The Royal Decree no. 1970 from 18 June 1924, and published in The Official Gazette no.
115/1924. This document was elaborated in 9 chapters and 48 articles.

Dr. loan Stroia had become the Bishop of the Army (20 May 1925) and soon after
that, he started to elaborate a new normative act, called The Temporary Instructions
Regarding the Religious Service during the Peace and War Periods. These Instructions,
which completed The Regulations of the Law from 1924, would be approved by The
General Staff and The Ministry of National Defense in 1931. They contain explicit details
regarding the priest’s activity in the permanent Army as well as for the reserve, related to
the religious- pastoral service during the peace and war periods, under all circumstances
(mobility, front, retreats, etc).

The last legislative and very important document for the history of the two
institutions- The Army and The Church- was The Law Regarding the Organization of the
Military Clergy, published in the Official Gazette no.67 from 22 March 1937. This Law
is, in fact, the modified version of The Law of the Military Clergy from 1921. The
initiative of this modification belonged to The Ministry of National Defense that in 21
January 1936 lodged to The Holly Synod The Project of Changing the Law Regarding the
Organization of the Military Clergy, which contained all the elisions, completions and all
the needed changes.

Chapter 111

The Hierarchs of The Army’s Bishopric

1. The Archpriest Dr. Vasile Saftu (1863-1922)

The first priest that was engaged in this responsible position was The Archpriest
Dr. Vasile Saftu. He was born in Brasov, studied at “Andrei Saguna” High School from
his native place, then at The “Andreian” Theological — Pedagogical Institute from Sibiu,
and continued with a specialization course at Leipzig, Germany. There he got his doctor’s
degree in Philosophy. He started his activity at a secondary school from Bucharest and
from the school year 1893-1894 he was asked to teach Introduction to Religion, Church
History and Polemics and afterwards he was given the courses of Homiletics at The
Theological Institute from Sibiu. He would teach until 1911 when he was named the

archpriest of Brasov and priest at “St. Nicholas” Church from Schei.



Having a very good intellectual grounding, a strong character and a proved
Transylvanian patriotism, Vasile Saftu ascended the social and the professional scale,
situation confirmed by those times’ magazines: “As a young widower, father Saftu
directed his energy towards the church and his nation, being a foremost person of all the
movements from Brasov. Having a great spirit of initiative and a rare talent in
organization everything, he administered, with a great honesty, the funds of The “St.
Nicholas” Church which were used to help the schools from Brasov™.

The entire activity of Vasile Saftu was structured in several domains, such as:
administrative, pastoral-missionary, cultural-theological, national-patriotic, social,
political and ecumenical. He paid a lot of respect to all of his activities.

As recognition of his lifetime activities he received the title of Bishop of the Army
from the church’s tribunal. He couldn’t enjoy this new activity as he died on 6 April
1922, before taking the holly order.

2. The Bishop Justinian Teculescu (1865-1932)

He was born in a family of shepherds. He started his studies at The “Andrei
Saguna” High School from Brasov, as his predecessor, continuing them at The
Theological Institute from Sibiu. He had to give up to studying abroad due to poverty,
even if the Consistory from Sibiu had offered him a scholarship. Under these
circumstances, he started his activity as a teacher at Ragnov, where he stayed for 3 years.
After ending the stage in education, he took the holly order as a priest. He remained in the
same place for ten years, until 1901, when he was promoted as the bishop of Alba lulia.
He stayed there until 1922, when he was invested The Bishop of the Army. He showed a
great dignity in this position for one year and eight months ( April 1923-December 1924).
He was moved to the Bishopric of Cetatea-Alba Ismail, due to superior, national ans
religious interests. He served there for 7 years and 7 months “until the moment, when the
angel of death closed, with cold fingers, his eyelids stuck over his vivid and shiny eyes,
which did not have the life’s flame in them, and his tumultuous soul flew to the world of
eternity”.

3. The Bishop loan Stroia (1865-1937)

He was born in Cacova- Fantanele, the county of Sibiu, and had the same
educative formation as Vasile Saftu. He studied at “Andrei Saguna” High School from

Brasov, The Theological Institute from Sibiu, and then he went to Germany, at Jena,

Y 1. Vlad ,,Carturari brasoveni pentru Roménia Mare ”, Brasov, 1999, pag. 115 : ,,Gazeta Transilvaniei”,
(G.T.), nr. 6 din 12/25 ian. 1919.
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where he got the doctor’s degree in Philosophy. In 1894 he was substitute professor, in
1896 a temporary professor and from 1899, became a titular professor at The “Andreian”
Theological Institute from Sibiu, being considered one of the most valuable professors of
this school.

In Decembre 1900, he was named archpriest and priest in Saliste, where he
remained until 1 July 1908, when he was transferred to Sibiu. There, he had the same
statute and stayed until 1919, when he had to spend some time in the service of The
Metropolitan Organization from Sibiu, in the administrative area. He worked under this
position until 1925, when he was invested with the title of “ The Army’s Bishop”.

Among his most important achievements we have to note The Temporary
Instructions Regarding the Religious Service during the Peace and War Periods,
elaborated in 1931. From an administrative point of view, he struggled to obtain and built
as many churches and chapels as possible which could help the army. From a pastoral-
missionary point of view, he gave his best to reduce the sects in the army and parishes, by
writing numerous and consistent reports addressed to The Holly Synod and to The
Ministry of the National Defense, asking for their involvement in reducing those reactions
that could harm the country and the army, which were considered to be at the basis of our
national unity.

His cultural-theological activity is pointed out by two of his more important
studies related to moral which have been highly appreciated even by the contemporary
moralists.

He died on 18 April 1937, at the Bishopric of Alba-lulia, as we could find written
in a religious magazine: “while ending this article, the sound of the metropolitan bells
announces us the passing to eternity of the second Bishop of the Army”*

4. The Bishop Partenie Ciopron (1896-1980)

Undoubtedly, Partenie Ciopron was the most prodigious and representative
Bishop of the Army. We can say that he had a complex and complete personality, due to
his multiple physical, intellectual and moral qualities which were used in the benefit of
church and his country. He was born on 30 September 1896, in Paltinis village, county of
Dorohoi, in a family with six children (5 boys and a girl). He went to “lasi, where he

5516

subscribed at The School of Church Singers”™ after the primary school, in his native

place.

15 Revista Teologica”, Nr. 4, aprilie 1937, p. 206.
18 Alexandru M Ionita, Episcopul Dr. Partenie Ciopron, in ,,B.0.R”, an XCVIII (1980), nr. 9-10, pag. 939.
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After The First World War, where he took part in as an active fighter, he enrolled
in The Vaniamin Costachi Seminar from Iasi. He graduated in 1929 and in the same year
he subscribed at the Faculty of Theology from Cernauti. He took his diploma in 1933 and
his degree with the work About Chastity. Due to his continuous effort and moral
seriousness, the Metropolitan Pimen Georgescu invested him with the rank of
Archimandrite and the mission of “The Exarch of the Monasteries from the Archbishopric
of Iasi”. Besides that, he determined him to continue his studies and Partenie Ciopron got
his doctor’s degree at the same faculty, in 1937. He became a doctor in theology with the
thesis “Archiepiscopate for Our Savior after Melchisedec’s Arrangement”.

According to these great achievements, Archimandrite Partenie Cipron was
elected The Bishop of the Army, on 17 June 1937. The proposal of The Ministry of
National Defense was decisive for his election. The ministry recommended him to M.S.
King Carol 11 to name him, due to his active participation in The First World War, when
he was badly hurt ( 29 July 1917), during the dramatic battles from Oituz- Casin.

Working in the administrative area, he organized all the documents of The
Cathedral of Unification, as he found there some major disorders. After three years, all
means of transport (car, carriage) were prepared to go in the direction where the people
and the army needed him. After starting the East campaign (22 June 1941), he “leaded the
mission of re- Christianization in the name of Orthodox faith, in the space released from
Bolshevik occupation. He could maintain the institution of the military clergy at an
equilibrate level, despite of the dramatic period that lasted from 23 August 1944, until 22
August 19487

The bishop Partenie was a person that worked not at his desk, but in his
community. He would check the military on the battle field and at the same time he would
give his best to raise faith in the Basarabians’ souls. After the Russian revolution from
1917, they had been closed the churches, their priests had been driven out and their right
to faith had been taken away. After 23 years (1917-1941), when an Orthodox bishop
reopened their churches, spread among them religious books, crosses and other Christian
object, these people were so consternated that “they attacked the bishop Partenie broking

even his staff-noted the sub inspector Ioan Dancila”*®,

e Gheorghe Nicolescu, Gheorghe Dobrescu, Andrei Nicolescu ,,Preoti in Transee 1941-1945” Fundatia
General Stefan Gusa 2000, pag. IX.

'8 protopop Colonel Ioan Dancila , Cu Crucea pe pamdntul dezrobit, in ,A.C.”, an. II (1941), nr. 8-9, pag.
1,3.
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For a good communication and information among the Inspectorate of the Military
Clergy, the active priests and the military leaders, he founded some magazines, of which
the one that lasted the most was The Word’s Power. This magazine had a monthly edition
that was not interrupted for 4 years ( May 1940-April 1944), totalizing 48 numbers and
1053 pages.

After The Army’s Bishopric abolished (22 August 1948), Partenie would be
named The Bishop at Roman. He would serve there until 1978 and in the same year he
would go to Varatec Monastery. There he died on 28 July 1980.

Chapter 1V

The Military Clergy during the peace time

In this chapter | noted the main activities carried on by the priests in the military
units, hospitals, churches and chapels which were subordinated to The Inspectorate of the
Military Clergy. The current duties of the military priests were: to perform the entire
sacramental services, on Sundays and holydays, and for the rest of the week, they would
adapt their schedule according to the troops’ program (blessings, Te-Deum, etc.).

The services were followed by the preach or the moral, that was meant to raise the
troops’ spirits, which was an indispensable thing for an well organized and equilibrated
unit, that should always be ready to fight against the enemy.

In order to consolidate the religious feeling, the priest would study hard The
Biblical History of the Old Testament and the New Testament as well as the word of The
Saint Teachings which were useful to the troops , by presenting them the most expressive
and representative examples of sacrifice and abnegation. By their preaches, the God’s
servants (patriarchs, prophets, apostles, preachers, evangelists, saints, pious, confessors,
etc.) renounced to world’s temptations, being confident in the fact that their renunciation
would be recompensed by God after their souls passed away and entered God’ s World.

Besides preaches, the priests would give conferences with a religious, moral and
patriotic content, which were listened by the soldiers and their officers. The subjects of
these conferences would be not the confession, but religious parables and examples of
good conduct during the war of our ancestors. These were used to stimulate the soldiers “
to fulfill their duty, to respect the laws, to subdue unconditionally to their superiors, to
love their Country and the King at the risk of their life”

In hospitals, the sick persons could confess their sins to the military priests and
receive the Eucharist. They were taught to see the diseases and pain as God’s messengers

that would help them become better persons and Christians. The presence of the priests in
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the military prisons was compulsory as well, at least once a week, on Sunday. Their job
was to make the prisoners be aware of their responsibility to respect the law and of the
correctitude of the disciplinary measures that were taken against the ones who broke it, by
stealing, indiscipline, running away, etc. The priest would serve the religious service
which was accompanied by preach, twice a month, and during The Lent, they might
confess and the ones who showed penitence, could receive the Eucharist.

Thus, by their polyvalent activity, carried on in the middle of the soldiers, the
priests changed the classical characteristics of The Army, mainly based on instruction,
into a school of the soul.

Chapter V

The Role of the Orthodox Clergy during the War

The graphic regarding the work schedule of the military priests during the war was
more crowded than during the peace period and it was structured in two plans: a religious
one and a pastoral one. All the divine services, such as the confession, the receiving of
Eucharist and the blessing of the troops, were considered religious activities. As well as
the confession and the receiving of Eucharist are essential Mysteries, especially if we take
into consideration the fact that during the war, the soldiers have to face death all the time.
Thus, their administration is compulsory even if the circumstances are stressful and the
time is not enough. When the individual confession was not possible, they would resort to
a confession in groups of soldiers. After saying the special prayer, the priest would try to
convince the penitent about the necessity of a full confession. Thus, he tried to make him
regret sincerely and increase the wish of becoming straight and trust in God’s forgiveness.

The blessing of the troop before going to war should be considered the most
important psychological moment, as the priest gave the soldiers the last encouraging and
stimulating advice. On Sundays and holidays, the priests used to serve other religious
services, besides the Liturgy, such as: “The Blessing of the Water, Te-Deum that is
officiated to thank to the head of the Corp of battle, when they won a fight or with other
special occasions, as: The New Year’s Eve, The National Day, The King’s Birthday or
other members from the royal family’s birthday”.

As the religious activity is more difficult during the war, the priest would focus on
the pastoral side, because it can be practiced under any circumstances. If the troop was on
March or at rest, the priest would walk through the camp talking with the entire group or
in private with the soldiers stressed by many thoughts, unexpected feelings that had been

caused by the battles’ anger.
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Besides the religious-pastoral activities, the military priests organized cultural
manifestations, such as: evening parties, evening sittings and performances. The
characters were played by the soldiers. These strategies were used to entertain the
soldiers’ souls that had been covered by a monotonous feeling of repugnance caused by
the endless war.

The priests that accompanied the army in Basarabia, besides their efforts to
Christianize the people, they developed some activities to teach them to read and write,
because they got to a reduced level of thinking, after a half of century under atheism’s
influence.

We should mention about the monks and nuns’ from Moldavia who did their
outmost and worked as hospital attendant and stretcher bearers in the campaign hospitals,
in mobile trains or even in the war area where they recovered the injured soldiers from.

The variety of their activities carried on among the soldiers and their great
devotion are rigorously presented by the priest N.I. Radulescu, who worked at The
Ambulance of the First Division of Chivalry: “I paid attention at every moment to make
my duty as a priest and as a Romanian citizen. | did not have other thought except to
serve my country, by transmitting to soldiers the faith in God, the hope for our future
people and the love for every Romanian thing”*®.

Chapter VI

The Confessions of the Church’s and Laics’ Superiors

In this chapter I presented some of the officers’ and military doctors’ confessions
related to the activity of the military doctors. The both categories were very impressed by
the value of these priests (moral, intellectual, pedagogical, national-patriotic) and they
used the most flattering words to describe the military clergy. This thing should not
surprise us if we think of the fact that the military priests were rigorously selected. When
some hierarchs from a few dioceses were worried about the exposure to death of some of
the most valuable priests, father C. Nazarie, the coordinator of the religious service during
The First World War, said: “Well, here I had the opportunity to observe the eminence of

the eminent priests: they asked me, with tears in their eyes, not to separate them from the

¥ AM.R. Fond Inspectoratul Clerului Militar, Dosar nr. 23, f. 13; Raportul preotului econom N.I.
Radulescu, de la Ambulanta Diviziei I de Cavalerie, cdatre P.C. Protoereu al Preotilor de Armata (26
Aprilie 1918).
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regiments of which they were so attached. A Colonel said to me that if | transferred the
priest, he would give up the command of the best Regiment of Hunters”%.

To dissipate any shadow of doubt regarding the valuable activity of the military
priests, we present the words of the Marshal C. Prezan, The Commander of the General
Staff of the Army, who confessed to father Nazarie on 10 April 1918, that: “The priests
have done more than their duty and it is an honor for the clergy, who close to the soldiers,
offered us more than we asked for...”*". The General loan Riscanu completed his words
saying that the priests “were an example of courage for the troop and of the officers
during the most dangerous situations. They were noble priests who had all the needed
qualities™?.

Thus, regarding the priest V. Cernaianu they say: “from the moment of
mobilization until today... he stayed near the soldiers whom he stimulated by words and
example. | think that it is our duty to affirm that the victories from Marasesti and Muscel
are in part due to priest Cerndianu who has his right ontribution, related to soul”. (Colonel
Stanescu).

The priest loan Gheorghiu from Sulina from the Reg. 73/ 78 Infantry: “during the
battle he went to accomplish his duty, no matter the danger of the shells, in order to
encourage the soldiers or to bury the dead soldiers”. (General Istrate)

About the priest D. Elian from Piscociu, county of Gorj, Reg.3 Hunters, it is said:
“during the hard battles where the Regiment participated, on 9 September 1916 at
Gimboc on Mucului Hill, when the troop with the machine-guns leaded by sub-lieutenant
Chiriacescu remained without cartridges, he faced the bullets and brought two boxes of
cartridges”. (Colonel Vladescu)

About the same priest it is affirmed: “during the fights with the Bolsheviks, in
Basarabia, he accompanied the troops. Here he was an active promoter of the Romanian
language in churches and schools. The effects of his work could be seen later”. (Lt.
Col.Diamandi).

Words of great appreciation were written about hundreds of priests who, by their

intelligence and abnegation raised the value of the Romanian church and of its servants.

D, Nazarie, ,,Activitatea preotilor de armata in campania din 1916 — 1918”, Bucuresti, 1920, pag. 17.

2 Ibidem, pag. 31

22 Preot Grigore N. Popescu ,,Preotimea roméni si intregimea neamului — chipuri, fapte, suferinte si pilde
pentru viitor”, Vol. I, Tipografia ,,Vremea”, str. Carol, nr. 10, 1940, pag. 42 — 43.
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Chapter VII

The Dissolving of the Army’s Bishopric

Due to the unfavorable course of the last World War, after 23 August 1944, the
activity of the military priests registered a significant regress. This situation became more
increased after the communist regime was installed in our country. This regime promoted
the atheism. The Department of Education, Culture, Propaganda (E.C.P) that belonged to
the Communist party controlled and censored everything that had an ecclesiastical
content.

The dissolving of some dioceses, the passing in reserve of many military priests,
the forced retirement of some hierarchs and religious personalities that disturbed them,
were clear signs that there would be hard times for The Church and its servants.

P.S. Partenie, a sensible reader and interpreter of the weather’s signs, in the last
Easter Pastoral on 16 April 1944, predicted the hard moments that would come over our
country in the following way: “a cold wind is blowing from the East... The Romanian
people that has suffered for ages, has fought and sacrificed in the name of justice and
truth, will face the history as a roadside cross stays at crossroad”?... “you will hear
bombardments, destructions, conquests and other similar events”2*,

After four years (1944-1948) of endless harassments and tortures, upon The
Army’s Bishopric, the new regime, forced by the Russian power, gave the finishing
stroke. Thus, after 27 years of productive and blessed collaboration between the army
and The Church “by the Order No. 946426 from 22 August 1948, of the 111" Military
Region (Cluj), The Military Clergy was dissolved”?.

A beautiful moment of the Romanian religious history, during which the two
important institutions of the Country-The Army and The Church- subordinated to Church

and Romanian people unconditionally, ended here after 50 years of activity.

2 preot Capitan Nastase Gh. — Troifa - in,,A.C.”, an IV (1943), nr. 10 — 12, pag. 15.

2 partenie Ciopron — Pastorald de Inviere a Domnului cdtre ostire ..., 1n ,,A.C.”, an. V (1944), pag. 4 —5.
% Alexandru Moraru ,,Biserica Ortodoxa Romana intre anii 1885 — 2000. Biserica. Natiune. Cultura.”, vol.
III, Tom. I, E.I.B.M.B.O.R., Bucuresti, 2006, pag. 529; Gh. Nicolescu si ceilalti ,,Preoti in transee ...”, pag.
27.
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