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Summary:  

 

Objectives, Methodology: This doctoral thesis aims to address to the issue (and 

relevance) of the theoretical intersection between philosophy and masculinity in the movement 

of ideas in the interwar Romania, customizing by studying the emblematic case of the young 

publicist Mircea Eliade for the period between November 1926 and November 1928 until he left 

to study in India. This period was in the creation of Mircea Eliade, a particularly spectacular, 

placing it under the spotlights of society, drawing attention to his astonishing developments and 

consecrating him as leader of the younger generation. At the same time, this period is of 

particular importance, because it occasions the young journalist, essayist and novelist  to draw 

lines of force in terms of the cultural and civic conception of life with demands not only for 

himself, as an individual creator, but also for its congeners, which felt solidarity. Surprising in  

formulations and passing on some of the ideas that have proven impact over time and in the 

ensuing decade, leaving traces in the attitudes and behaviors of political and cultural Romania, in 

those years, Mircea Eliade became a emblematic and resonant figure. 

Therefore, studying his directions of development during the period of pre-departure to 

India proves to be a priority and is likely to clarify enough nebulae about himself, the Romanian 

culture and society. 

When he wrote The Praise of Virility and The Spiritual Itinerary, although only a student  

at the Faculty of Letters in the University of Bucharest, Mircea Eliade was showing a great 

ability of philosopher and scholar, as well as a critic of Romania's cultural development and 

direction at that historical moment, commenting on the controversial legacy of the original 

image, currency and cultural future of Romania and even of Europe 

This thesis does not have a monographic and comprehensive intention.. It focuses 

primarily on two main texts that marked Mircea Eliade’s entrance into the public consciousness 

as a complex Philosof of Culture and  Cultural Ideolog, The Spiritual Itinerary (Fall 1927) and 



The Praise of Virility(Fall 1928). The main effort is to decipher the themes and reasons for 

structuring the discourse and the discursive techniques related, paying privileged attention to 

these to social and cultural component of gender (gender) revealed by them. There are signs that 

the understanding of masculinity in a discriminatory way in relation to femininity, as restrictive 

and oriented to define a certain kind of virility - conceived as an attribute of the male condition - 

in Mircea Eliade's texts, plays a significant role in the ideological direction that Eliade adopted 

even from those years. 

 

The Introduction defined the chronological and thematic frameworks of the theme, and 

approximated the historical scene concerning the movement of romanian ideas in the field of 

masculinity at that time, presenting an overview of some establishing elements of the masculinity 

file. 

The investigation itself was divided into two distinct parts. The first was a hermeneutic 

approach conceived in terms mentioned above (analysis, genealogy of ideas, comparative 

approach), while the second brought together some tools forged during exploration, as precious 

auxiliary for the accurate elucidation of the theme 

 

In Chapter 1 the analysis of The Spiritual Itinerary embraces all twelve episodes of the 

series, starting with the attempt to clearly explain the stages of writing, its prehistory. The cycle 

of The Spiritual Itinerary, I found items that could not only be decrypted as a manifesto of the 

younger generation, but also as an instrument of accreditation of a particular illustrative images 

of the Man - because for this generation the woman does not come into question. 

 Its most important features are proving to be the questing spirit, questioning for a 

response to the spiritual crisis of the moment - the obsession of a spiritual synthesis that goes 

beyond pragmatism, utilitarianism, positivism and rationality to encompass a wider horizon, 

including mystical concerns and desire for knowledge by every means at hand. Performance of 

erudition and knowledge must, under the author's vision, focused on the inclusion in an 

Orthodox religious faith horizon. The Vision on Orthodoxy, present in the pages of the novel 

Gaudeamus and especially in his essay, Theos eghénou represents a personal interpretation, 

inconsistent with the dogma and even somewhat heretical of what was thought to be the Eastern 

Christian religion. 



 

Chapter 2 takes the approach further, text analysis - taking into account the subtext and 

context - applying it, this time, to the seven parts of The Praise of Virility . A poem -inspired  by 

Nietzsche, with lyrical parts and explanatory parts, the text remained for several decades  

forgotten in Gândirea magazine,where it had been published, and was never taken into a serious 

critical discussion by the history of ideas, until now. It is a poem about the will of power, 

affirmed with the means of a manhood that is deviated from a sexual and reproductive instinct 

towards a construction of an ascetic being, developing a creative personality, with a heroic 

transformation into a Superman through sacred, solitude, silence and continuous cognitive effort.  

 

Chapter 3 tries to fit Eliade's concern for masculinity in the contexte of gender studies, 

insisting on the only existant analysis, preceding the present approach: that of Ioan Petru Culianu 

from his monography about Eliade, finished in 1982, but remained unpublished until after his 

death. Culianu's perspective is especially inspired by his attempt to put Eliade's biography and 

Romania interwar development in a comparative key, and interpreting it through psychoanalytic 

Jungian-key this comparison 

 

Lastly, the Conclusions build on the results obtained throughout the approach, the role of 

Mircea Eliade in shaping the intellectual life, the philosophical landscape, requiring a new 

discusion on the concept of masculinity in that period. 

Depending on the scale, complexity and importance, the three fundamental texts in the 

years 1927 - 1928 remain The Spiritual Itinerary (Fall 1927, twelve episodes) and The Praise of 

Virility(Fall 1928, poem in seven parts) and Theós eghénou (centered on the strong idea of the 

heroic man that becomes God through metanoia). 

Taking some issues in new developments – the issues of "passion" (intense passion, that 

is), the will of discovering, knowing, the spiritual evolution to asceticism  and faith, the virility 

understood as the power to make the leap from of the low masculine values to the highest ones , 

the orthodoxy as metanoia leading toward Superman - the three writings are linked together in a 

system of communicating vessels and they are assembling a masculine doctrine, a spiritualist, 

declared orthodoxist, but relatively non-compliant in relation to the Eastern dogma 

 



The second part of the work includes, as I stated, several tools designed to complete a 

better understanding of literary and philosophical contributions of Mircea Eliade between 1926 

and 1928, intending to encourage the deepening of these issues through further research. 

Thus, the first part is a dictionary of eliade’s terms, actually a presentation of concepts 

whose exclusive explanations include quotations from Eliade's texts from that period. Then 

follows a chronological table on the author's journalistic performances, projected on the 

background of the political and social events from 1922 – 1928. (this period 1922 to 1926 is 

necessary to be pursued as a preamble for the latter performance of the young student). 

Succeeds then two other tables, exclusively oriented towards clarifying the stages of 

creation and writting of The Spiritual Itinerary (Fall 1927) and The Praise of Virility(Fall 1928). 

The last two chronologies mark the historical and literary research stage, representing practically 

an attempt of clarifying the young artist’s (he was publishing alongside journalistic writings, 

other elaborated and ambitious texts, considered by himself  to be more far reaching ) way of 

thinking and proceding.  

It results from all this, the Mircea Eliade was, at twenty, twenty-one years - the owner of 

a coherent view on world and life, a full doctrinal thinker for whom the concept of masculinity 

("virilitate" as he says with a decalc from Papini's italian, filling the term with new content) is 

central, based on will, strength, asceticism, spiritual aspiration and Orthodox faith. The ultimate 

success is that the person who professes a vision and an attitude like the one theorized - and 

tested - by Eliade, which he considers an heroic conduct, will access though a leap a new 

condition, compatible with the sacred, divine. 

Another notable conclusion is that on the features of virile masculinity - in Eliade's 

spiritualized conception - understood as will of power over oneself and otherness, roughness and 

hardness as signs of full and ruthless manhood, uncompromised by weakness and effeminacy, 

refutation of femininity with all its attributes and focusing on solitary creativity, enhancing 

asceticism. 

The philosophical and ideological vision on masculinity of young Mircea Eliade, 

consonant with enough elements from romanian’s extreme-right arsenal and rhetoric, already in 

ascension, is the most masculinist construction of ideas in the romanian philosophical landscape 

untill  today 
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