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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

Thesis Objectives and Research Questions: The present historiographical
undergoing finds its origin in the interest that a first degree personality of the history of
modern Romania — that of King Charles the First - triggered on us. He had the longest



rule among those that succeeded in the area, but, nevertheless, has not earned the proper
extent of attention among the historiography that is nowadays tagged as ,,marxist”.
During the last years, Charles the First’s personality and his reign were more and more
present in historiography, but, they appeared in works of great extent that didn’t got in
too many details or in the presentation of very short episodes.

Today, we have the benefits of a portrait of this sovereign, with well-known
elements which come again, almost identically, in every author, that underline some of
the outstanding merits of the ruler, but the level of research is still rather small.

The need for a monography of King Charles the First is evident. But, due to the
extent of the chronological segment that it should cover and the multitude of the
problems to be dwelt, this kind of endevour should request an investment (of time) that is
not to be assumed by whoever.

Not being able to engage in such a vast project, the present research (due to its
rather fixed character — Ph.D Thesis) aims to be a trial to depict the way in which his
contemporaries saw Charles the First, and the multiple facets of his personality that they
depicted. We wanted to draw the image that they created in their minds upon their leader,

Taking into account such aims, we choose as methodological means for their
accomplishment that of imagology, for we needed its tools that this rather new area of
research uses for understanding social imagery from the perspective of a history of the
individual and collective mentalities.

Thus, we used less historiographical sources, that offer a short presentation of the
ruler’s actions, seeking primary sources, contemporary with the events. This sources:
speaches, articles from journals, diaries, pieces of art / iconography, textbooks, literature,
completed with the rezults of other old and recent research on the subject, can lead to
sketching the image that different components of the Romanian society, or even
particular persons, more or less close to Charles the First, formed about him during the
years 1866 — 1914.

Charles the First was permanently preoccupied in adapting his ideas and actions
to the public opinion. The moment in witch this fact is best shown is The Crown Council
in the third of august 1914, when the king, although he had a different perspective from



that of his counselors, knowing that those ideas came from the Romanian people,
respected them.

The aim of this thesis is mainly to explain the way in which certain stereotypes
formed on the structure of the image of the other (the foreigner), initially, then on the
image of the leader (the king) as he was seen by those he led (the people). This situation
develops into new patterns, that could be represented in a by-polar scheme, that has on
one pole the idealized, almost holly image of ,the good emperor” (mostly in
Transilvania), ant, on the other side, that of the grim, evil, cruel, king, portrayed by the
media with left wing beliefs.

Through the act of placing a prince from a occidental ruling family, with a rich
tradition, on the Romanian throne the contact between the civilization represented by the
prince and that of his people was grew strong, resulting in influences, positive ad
negative reaction, but, nonetheless, generating progress and modernity.

This difference between the German (Prussian) civilization, illustrated by the
prince and the Balcanic one, still valid for Romania, amplified by Romanians love for
France, which was perfectly motivable, constituted the main theme of the articles targeted
against the ruler. The first chapter of the thesis aims at analyzing the way in which
different components of the Romanian society saw the new prince in his first years of his
reign.

This period of Charles the First’s reign was important for the image that
Romanians made upon their leader but, maybe even more, for the image that the
sovereign grew on the people that he was called to lead, on the realities of the country
and the way in which they could be best dwelt with. Thus, we can stand that, before the
trial of war, a period of trial of Charles the First’s tenacity came to an end, and led to the
identification of solutions to what seemed like fatal problems. Also, based on this
experiences, there were identified the strongholds to which different components of the
Romanian society echoed, and they were taken into account through well-chosen means
of propaganda.



In Chapter Il we analyzed the way in which Romanians saw their leader during
The War of Independence and the degree in which the event affected the prince’s image,
giving new dimensions to the historical character.

The war marks a decisive change in Charles the First’s image. We must specify
that most of the population, being at a very low cultural level, was not able to express
directly, in a written form, that can reach to us. This situation made us consider
reconstituting the people’s image from literature (that was written contemporary with the
events), from the media of that age, from the speeches of the politicians in that époque,
and, of course, from historiography, each of these distorting the events in some degree.

During the whole period dominated by the war (1877-1878) the image of the ruler
was extremely good, and a strong modification to the precedent period (1866-1876), was
recorded, manifested through two phenomenon: the Romanization of Charles, that, from
»The German”, ,,The Foreigner” becomes ,,Voda Carol”, and his placing in the historical
myth, by allowing him to stand next to the most important names of the history of

Romanians.

Chapter 111 shows the way in which Charles The First was seen by different
components of the Romanian society in a very short, yet dense period of time, which has
its centerfold in the proclamation of The Kingdom of Romania, and Charles’s passage
from ruler to king.

The chronological segment that makes the object of this chapter is pretty tight, but
really full of events. The period is marked by the peace talks in San Stefano and Berlin
and by their effects on Romanians, who were placed in front of the problem of submitting
Basarabia and taking over a new territory — Dobrogea. These events, and the inherent
political disputes that accompanied them, affected the king’s image.

In this chronological segment the king’s image was a very complex one (that will
become more and more complex as time went by and the sources that speak about
Charles become more and more numerous). The king is no longer in the centre of a good
— evil stronghold, evil German — savior of the nation, as he was at the beginning of his
rule. The opinions become more and more refined, some opponents of the monarch

giving him credit for some of his qualities, while his followers, that appreciate him, allow



themselves to criticize him in some ocazions. Political leaders come to know that, after
wining the war, not only that Charles stands firmly on the throne, but also, he enjoys a
great deal of popularity at the level of the public opinion.

Thus, even if the king’s image is manipulated in political disputes, and some try
to blackmail him in change of bringing them to power, it becomes more and more
obvious that the authority of the monarch is big, him being the referee of the political
game.

All this image, very good in its core, was affected by a series of acute problems,
the most dangerous being that of Basarabia and ,, The Jewish Situation”. These formed the
basis of the accuses against the King, mostly through the means of satiric periodicals. In
these publications, it is present the discourse that is already typical, in which Charles is
the German arivist, bad-intentioned, even diabolical sometimes.

Thus, the official image goes to the point in which portrays the king ass a blessed
instrument of Divinity, strenghtened by unofficial voices that believed honestly in the
existence of the qualities enumerated above.

The period analyzed in the fourth chapter is characterized by continuities and
discontinuities in comparison with the previous one. The proclamation of The Kingdom
confirmed the growth of Charles’s popularity, reflected in a positive image.

The decade that follows is not characterized by special events in the external
affairs, and, thus. The sovereign’s image will be present mostly in connection with the
internal policy, with the classical debates between conservatives and liberals. This period
is nonetheless important in the evolution of King Charles the First’s image (hence the
dimensions of this chapter).

Due to the changes that take place after The Proclamation of The Kingdom, and
the rise of the new generation, the multiplying of the media tools, this period has

characteristics that can be extended upon the next chronological segments.

The period studied in Chapter V keeps some of the general characteristics shows
in the previous chapter, that it passes on to the final period of King Charles the First’s

reign.



The elements that give a doze of particularity to the chronological segment 1892 —
1902 were generated by the impact of the movement of the memorandum on the king’s
image (mostly in Transilvania, but also in The Kingdom) and the 25 years aniversary of

The war of independence, in 1902.

The period analyzed in Chapter VI is characterized by the same official media,
that shows a strongly idealized image of the ruler, by the same attacks from the socialist
media that appeals the glorious titles given by the King’s followers and by the
testimonies of the writers of memoirs which are closer to the truth, being affected by o
doze of subjectivism also. Besides these common general features, the image of the old
King becomes well-known with two antinomous aspects that derive from it: wisdom and
weakness. The period has important tags, a positive one for the King’s image: the 40
years aniversary in 1906, a extremely negative one: the 1907 rebellion, and a very
controversial one: the year 1914 with the debate on participating in the war, that was

solved by Charles the First’s death.

Conclusions — The evolution of Charles the First’s image: the image was not
static. It evolved during the whole reign and, due to its extent, has suffered a lot of
transformations. Initially, the image was impersonal, circulating in two variants: that in
which the King was a “German”, a “foreigner” that will not get anything good for
Romanians and that which presented the tradition of the Hohenzollern family, their
connections, in the hope that it will have a positive effect on Romania.

Gradually, the image of the ruler becomes more and more personal, but, until The
War of Independence, duet o internal difficulty the accusations of discrepancies between
the German prince and the country are common. The decisive moment for undergoing
these ideas was The War of Independence. The victory on the battlefield and the effective
participation of the King in battle marks his ,naturalization” and the growth of his
popularity.

The ascendent curve of the image continues up to a new extremely positive
moment: The Proclamation of The Kingdom, after which comes stabilization, the King’s
image being affected by the political games in which it was manipulated.



From this moment on, the basic currents in media are easier to identify. The first
one is that of the ,,official” media, which comprises speaches and articles imposed by
protocol and diverse occasions and festivities, the glorious presentations of the King on
the whole. We must status that some of the extremely praising illustrations came out of a
sincere expression in some author’s case. It is not possible, at this point of research to
make a statistic of the sincere expressions and of those more or less affected by
circumstances.

On the opposite side lies the socialist media, that tries to dismember all the
paradigms built by the official media, in an effort to promote strongly the image of the
evil, grim, miser King, who gets richer and richer by exploiting his people.

One cannot make an exact statistic of this opposite sides of media, ,but, if we use
as a kind of a barometer those written in memoirs, we will see that, generally speaking,
they confirm in great degree the affirmations of the official media. Thus we can draw the
conclusion that Romanians image on King Charles the First was (starting by the year
1877).

In the year 1881 there had already passed fifteen years of Charles the First’s
reign. It has already appeared a new generation which was born in these years, and which
will be formed, trained, in a dynastic spirit. This kind of education began to show its
benefits, and this fact will be proved, later, by the passage that the members of this
generation will ensure through the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the next
one, reaching in the last years of the King’s reign in respectable positions and becoming
direct and loyal subjects.

Along the reign of Charles the First, the media controlled by the conservative and
the liberal party was not as a monolith. Because different factions were characterized by a
strong sense of opportunism, they used the image of the King to best suit their interests.
We must also notice that, because the whole Romanian media was developing, the image
of the King (positive or negative) was more and more strongly popularized, showing the
interest in him manifested by the people.

Due to the evolution of the Romanian society, by the end of the 19th century the
number of workers in factories grew a lot (especially in Bucharest). Also the number of



intelectuals with socialist views that wanted, by using their new newspapers, to engage
peasants in a anti-monarchist movement grew.

At the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the next one the “royal chess”
(the attempt to blackmail the king) was the main subject of many newspapers and a way
to ensure a good market.

Governments, most political men and the cultural elites, representatives of the
local and central administration concured to the development of a ,,myth” applied to
King Charles the First, that was portrayed as a fairytale character, sent by God on
Earth to lead Romania and to rise it among the civilized states of the world. King
Charles the First was ,,brave”, ,hero”, ,wise”, ,generous”, and ,Pater Patriae” —
Father of the Nation.

As The Ministry of Leraning requested, in school textbooks were introduced
special lessons that presented Charles the First’s reign. His portrait was compulsury
present in all public institutions, and any national holyday began with the royal
enthem, that became the national enthem of Romania. Several public buildings, such
as The Bridge at Ceravoda and The Universitary Foundation in Bucharest took
Charles the First’s name. In almost every city in the country the main streets were
named Charles and Elisabeth.

King Charles the First, by aquiring a vast political experience and becoming
more and more confident, wanted tu assure the normal functioning of the
constitutional regime, showing tolerance to those that criticized certain decisions he
made or contested his rights to the throne of Romania.

In the year 1896, on the ocassion of accomplishing 30 years of his rule, there
were organized again a lot of festivities, poems were published that praised Charles
the First. Books that analyzed his reign were published.

Still, the real image was not that shown by his contestors, nore that portrayed by
his followers, more or less affected by material benefits.

Charles the First was very atentive at the ones that crticize or praised him. In
order to avoid anti-dinastic atags, and acourding to his nature, he wanted to impose
himself by leaving an exemplary life, by being exact and correct.



He did not allow the development of a circle of interests around him and
prohibited Queen Elisabeth from political matters. At the Peles Castle Charles the First
often welcomed visitors from around the country, especially school children, to which
he show the modest life he led. The gesture was in the same time an example of taking
care of one’s fortune and a will to show the importance of honest work.

Between the gifts that he gave, the clock was the most common, to draw
atention on the importance of punctuality and the wise use of time, that many, including
political men, show no respect to.

From the end of the 19th century, we can speak about a cult of King Charles
the First, imposed by law. Thus, in time, 3 distinctive historical moments, The 10th
of May, The 9th of May, The 15th of March were compiled in only one, to the
praise of the dinasty.

To a real act (the beginning of King Charles the First’s reign) there were
added two historical licences: The proclamation of Independence (voted on the 9th
of May 1877) and that of The Kingdom (on the 15th of March 1881).

The main moment to present the Royal Family, having King Charles the First in
the centre was, obviously The 10th of May. An image that can be considered typical
is given to us by the journals that, making a presentation of the sovereign’s rule
accompanied by his picture, showed the love that he enjoyed from his people,
explaining the origin of the term ,,The Great Captain” and using the theme of ,,ThThe
Steel Crown” by extensively using praising words.

Charles the First wanted to create a army of bureocrats that were not to be
changed after every election or after evry reseingment of a Governmen. They shoul
have formed a core of specialists that could givea stable ground and long life to the
regime. Amongst these the most active and efficient in promoting a enriched, glorious
image of Charles the First were Spiru C. Haret and the administrator of The Royal
Domeigns, lon Kalinderu. They fully rewarded the atention and trust that they’ve
been awarded by the King, and became promoters of his image and creators of
loyal followers.

Coming back to the chronological moments relevant in the evolution of the
sovereign’s image, after the very positive moment of the year 1906, in which there was

10



recorded the biggest display of his image (especially the official one), there followes
maybe the most negative moment of his reign (from the perspective of the effecs it had
on his image), that of the 1907 rebellion.

Altough most of the accuses were adressed to the government, the image of the
King was also strongly affected. The 1907 moment will remain a promosing theme for
those who contested the King, untill the end of his rule.

In Transilvania, King Charles the First’s image was permanently a very good
one, mostly after the conquest of Independence on the battlefield, for some of the
Romanians living in this area hoped that this moment will be succede by the
reconquest of Transilvania and its unification with Romania. Altough there was no real
basis for such plans, hopes were conected to the person of Charles, contributing to a
Mesiah — like image, based on the myth of the savior.

The last years of rule were quite peacefull, except the last one, when, being in
front of a very painfull task — to choose between his native country and the one he rulled,
it seems that Charles even thought about reseigning. We can say that his death came on
time, prtecting his image from a new negative moment, and turning it into myth forever.

By leaving this world the sovereign entered for ever in history in legend.
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