UNIVERSITATEA BABES — BOLYAI CLUJ NAPOCA

FACULTATEA DE ISTORIE SI FILOSOFIE
CATEDRA DE ISTORIE MEDIEVAL A SI ISTORIOGRAFIE

Ph. D. Thesis

The Reformation and the Romanians from the Principéty of

Transylvania in the 17" century

Abstract

Advisor:
Acad. prof. univ. dr. IOAN - AUREL POP

Ph. D. Candidate:
MIHAI GEORGI IA

CLUJ — NAPOCA
2011



Introduction
OBJECT AND METHOD

Chapter |

THE HISTTORIOGRAPHY OF RFORMATION

[.1. Enlightement historiography about the impact of Reformation on the
Romanians from Transylvania

[.2. Romantic forty-eighters historiography aboutProtestantism and Transylvanian
Romanians

[.3. Ecclesiastical historiography in attention 6critical school

l.4. Preocupations regarding Calvinism and Romania church in interwar period
[.5. Contemporary historiography about Reformation and Romanians from
Transylvania

Chapter I

THE ROMANIAN CHURCH AT THE END OF 16 ™ CENTURY AND THE
RELIGIOUS POLICY OF MICHAEL THE BRAVE

II. 1. ,,The pious” and Christian ruler

II. 2. The relations of Michael the Brave with Souh Danubian Christianity

[1.3. Michael the Brave in support of Ruthenian orthodoxy

I1.4. The religious policy of Michael the Brave inTransylvania

Chapter IlI

THE RELIGIOUS POLICY OF CALVINIST PRINCES OF TRANSY LVANIA
p.198

[11.1. The destiny of Romanian church from Transylvania to Gabriel Bethlen

[11.2. Transylvanian Romanian clergy during the period of Gabriel Bethlen

[11.3. Calvin propaganda among Romanian clergy durng the princes Rakoczi

l11.4. The Romanian church of Transylvania from Mihai Apaffi to the union with
the Rome church

[11.5. The Romanian church from Transylvania in areas dominated by the Turks
I11.6. The religious policy of Habsburgs and calvim-orthodox relations in the
moment of religious Union

Chapter IV

MATERIAL AND SOCIAL STATUS OF THE ROMANIAN CLERGY F ROM
TRANSYLVANIA IN 17 ™ CENTURY

IV.1. Material situation and social position of Rananian clergy to 17 century

IV.2. Material and social situation in 17" century

IV.3. The noble priests

Chapter V

HERETICS, CONVERTS AND APOSTATES

V.1. Heretics



V.2. Converts and apostates

Chapter VI

CHURCHES AND CHURCH ART- RELIGIOUS IDENTITY MODEL

VI.1. The tradition of artistic religious interfere nces in Transylvania

VI.2. Religious art and Romanian religious building during artistic Renaissance
and religious Reformations

Chapter VIi

THE BOOK BETWEEN THE EASTERN TRADITION AND RELIGIOU S
REFORMATION

VII.1 Manuscripted and printed book

VII.2 Polemical religious Literature

Capter VIII

THE SYNOD INSTITUTION BETWEEN TRADITION AND CALVIN
REFORMATION

VIII.1. The big synod

VIII.2. The small synod

FINAL CONSIDERATIONS

BIBLIOGRAPHY

ANNEXES



The Reformation and the Romanians from the Prititypaf Transylvania in

the 17" century
Abstract

Keywords: Calvinists, Church, OrthodoRancipality, Transylvania

The relations of Romanian church fromanBylvania with the Calvinist
protestants were the object of the research ewen fhe second half of the “L&entury.
On the Enlightement will be outlined two main hisdgraphical currents: that one
promoted by the Hungarian scholar Peter Bod, whicderlined the advantageous
influence of Calvinist Reformation in the culturahd spiritual formation of the
Romanians, and the other one developed, in thé¢ epthe Counter-Reformation, by the
leaders of ,,Transylvanian School”, which pointgt ¢the religious persecutions and the
distortion of traditional worship.

The problem is also resumed by the ferghters generation and the romantic
school, but closely linked to the general histonyd athe movement of national
emancipation. As a result of the accumulation ofv n&urces and of systematic
publication of them, activity started during Rartieism, ,,the critical school”,
encouraged by positivism and matured towards teoérid" century, deals with much
more professionalism, with critical and analitysairit, but, equally, more profoundly,
the relations of Romanian church from Transylvamith the Reformation, without being
able to detach completely from the confessionalerad patriotic speech.

After the Great Union, it continued thadition inaugurated by the ,,critical
school”, but the confessionalized and patriotieesgh had been outrun, having no more
place in the new political context. Although thecdment remains the main object of
research and is always valued, it is no longesliged, because it can’t offer anymore a
complete objectiveness. That's why, the emphass ithe context and the understanding

of historical mechanisms, and the speech is maixpyanatory.



It is in the inter wars period when thag to put basis of the systematic research
of protestant Reformations phenomenon and of inflee in the church and Romanian
culture from Transylvania. There are books and ltwoes which strictly approach the
relations between Romanians and Protestants, hottRamanian and Hungarian
historiography.

The interest for this theme will knowder the communist system a descending
curve, being addressed by researchers like a cbonetheme of cultural and social
history, or it will be included in short chaptersrh the church history. After the falling
of this political system, the ecclesiology, a damahich was unknown ,comes to be of
great scientific interest, frequented by historjahsologians, anthropologists. A decisive
role in the recovery of history research of interfessional relations, went to churches,
which returned to the fore-front, seeking to redefin a free society.

Thus, there are to reopen many ingitgt of higher theological education and
many profile magazines, which granted an ampleespathe theme of interconfessional
relations during the history.

Not only had increased the interbat, also had been updated the investigative
methods, interdisciplinarity becoming the strengththe reinterpretation of dates and
historical facts.

In the new scientific context, theenfaith relations were also the object of
researching the new methods. Concerning the rakted Romanian church with the
Reformation, there were studies and works that @@l which reveal other perspectives
and elucidate many aspects. Thus, a new histopbgraurrent was configured and tried
to conciliate the two divergent currents formedingithe Enlightement and which over
time often fell totally agree.

Besides the modernization of speech aetthods, this new historiographic current
was supplied by the irene spirit, by a certain dissiogy and by the discovery of original
historical sources.

From our point of view, the moment of k&gl the Brave is very important, in the
relations between the orthodox church and the otinexs from the beginning of 17

century.



In order to understand correctly thaécest and policy of Michael the Brave, the
historian P.P. Panaitescu, urges us to analyzeptinéual traits which determined him to
fight on behalf of Christianity, but also to suppand defend his ancestral faith.

He grew up and lived in the proximity @thodox church, having, according to
the epoch testimonies, a great piety and faith. eObhecoming ruler, as God
representative on earth, he had to protect thecbhamd the faith preached by it. During
his short reign, he almost did not miss any timbeaoncerned with special attention of
orthodox Romanian church. Thus, besides the natatt@ntion that enjoyed the
metropolitan seat and the bishoprics of Romaniamn@g, over 20 monasteries from this
province received many gifts. In only 4 months thatwill sit on the throne of Moldavia,
a short period, pretty agitated in his politicaldamilitary activity, Michael the Brave
reinforces the privileges of some monasteries aakliesdonations to others.

After Calugareni confrontation, when dwuntry failed to recover totally after its
devastation, Michael the Brave had decided withdherch hierarchy to make a great
synod, in order to establish good order in monastepostponing the stringent issues of
the policy and the war. Thus, it was fixed, in vagf, the first monachal regulation valid
throughout the 17 century.

Following the tradition of his predecassdMichael the Brave continued to make
donations at the Athos mountain. But, the pietyhef faithful voivode emerges not only
in times of piece, in moments of natural silenad, dlso during the wars, when all hope
pointed to the divine mercy. Before the fight, had®a a pious gesture, committed the
mass, and during the fights, he invoked the nandesds.

He embraced the cause of all Christyanihich was threatened by the Ottoman
and Moslem danger, entering in the Saint Leagueerevine acted as one of the most
important leaders. During the war with the Ottomdren south Danube, he was
perceived by the populations, mostly Orthodox, li&keliberator and a restorer of
Byzantine Empire. The Orthodoxs from Balkans fouglbse by Michael the Brave with
a bigger enthusiasm because of the same religioth, be&cause the perspective of a
liberation from Ottoman domination by a king oradimlic prince didn't please them, the
most radical ones preferring to remain under Mosterrupation, better than, after the

liberation, they must go to Catholicism.



As an important orthodox political lead®jchael the Brave will support the
Orthodoxs from Ukraine, that were persecuted atinggsive by an aggressive catholic
propaganda, after the religious union from BrestAisk. After he had renounced at the
filo polish policy, Michael the Brave will interverdirectly for the cause of the Orthodox
Ruthenians. Having the agreement of ecumenicaldpettate, he will conclude a secret
alliance with the voivode of Kiev, Constantin Ogjooski and with The Russian Czar,
who, through diplomatic and military actions hadctunteract the catholic propaganda
and even to remove the Catholics from Ukraine.

The entrance of Michael the Brave in tl@n&League, initiated by Pope and
catholic states, then the treaty of vassalage Witdnsylvania led to the adoption of a
policy of conciliation and mutual respect betwele® Romanian orthodox church and the
catholic one.

If through the treaty in 1595, concludedh Sigismund Bathori, at Alba lulia,
there was a terrible decrease of Michael the Brawthority, and the autonomy of
Romanian Country was almost abolished, howevérast achieved the official resseting
of the orthodox Metropolitan seat from Transylvaniamder the jurisdiction of
Metropolity from Targoviste, as it was in the paatd also the guarantee that the
Romanian church will function according to its tamhs, learnings and dogmas.

In the virtue of this treaty, Michael edced some areas in Transylvania, where he
had to take refuge with the family if he would labe throne, after the wars with the
Ottomans. The administration of these areas wasenismm both economical and
religious point of view, and on these places thely build churches for the orthodox
communities. The voivode gives a special attentoothe Metropolitan seat from Alba-
lulia, where he will set up a new residence andwa church.

Signing the treaty of June 9, 1598 wit@ Habsburgs led to the cancellation of the
treaty from 1595, and in exchange for the recognitf the emperor nominal suzerainty,
Michael the Brave obtained the full powers of gitiene prince. Concerning the religion,
he receives guarantees for the liberty of the aloworship and besides, the
interdiction of any forms of catholic proselytisocgnsidering the attempts of Sigismund
and the repetitive proposals of Pope for the attado union with the catholic church.



The occupation of Transylvania and its doom almost one year, gave the
Romanian voivode the opportunity to support disetle orthodox church, treated until
then in Transylvania like a tolerated church.

In order to have the Pope’s grace andbtaio fast the recognition of his dominion
in Transylvania by the Habsburgs, Michael suppodpenly the catholic church in the
detriment of reformed denominations. Especially irrgja the Calvinists and the
Unitarians, several measures are taken designeditice their presence in public life and
to finally remove them of official confessions, ognized in principality.

Instead of Calvin and Unitarian confessiowas imposed the orthodox confession
of the Romanian voivode, and for its consolidatiba,didn’t hesitate.to put in charge a
part of Jesuits goods and wealth.

Also for the consolidation of this repFatative institution, Michael the Brave put
loyal bishops in the free chairs. After having lgbuthe orthodox church among the
official religions in Transylvania, Michael had tak measures in order to improve the
situation of its servants, treated as serfs anctichéhated in Transylvania. Consequently,
Michael asked the Diet to approve the Romanianstgiexemption by robot and other
tasks specific to the serfs. It didn’t want theeli@tion of the priests from serfdom, but it
was an important act towards emancipation and gguweth the priests of other official
churches. These measures of improving the statikeoRomanian clergy, as well as the
promotion of the orthodox church among the officanfessions, will remain a
desideratum even after the prince’s disappearance.

The persecution of the Romanian Orthodox clergy dhdir institution
opprobrium by the diets’ decisions, held after wde® Mihai's relegation and
assassination, were impossible to unalterably fagmsnto facts due to the new events
and circumstances on the political level, whichadetl the reassessment of the Orthodox
Church representatives. As a matter of fact, thiesevolution of Romanian people
religious life in Transylvania was marked by thdimal and social background, by the
political and institutional transformations thatoko place within the princedom of
Transylvania during the f7century. On these lines, we may note how the Réanan
princes were able to support the Romania churciremsylvania every time they

concluded treatise with the princes of Transylvamwiavhen they crossed the Carpathians



with their armies. On the other hand, when the Sybmanian princes wished for absolute
command, the Romanian church was engaged intoghsajiealing with the confessional
reclamation to exclude the centrifuge elements,lusian defined by proselytism,

conversion and modification of the institutionafusture of the Romanian Orthodox
Church.

Therefore, the Romanian church of Transylvania waqubgress, during the said
century, between the struggles for the untouchgéservation of the tradition, for
secure some privileges or regain a status cherigfedittle during the reign of Mihai
Viteazu, and the acceptance of some half-measefesgithe Calvinism campaigns.

As opposed to the future prince Gabriel Bathorgisshund Rakoczi took a deep
interest in the good relationships with the Romanads, and better relationships were
established with the prince of Moldavia. Probalppii Simion Moviéi's suggestions, the
latter reconfirms on the #3of June, Spiridon’s position as the first standimgront of
all Romanian churches in Transylvania and Hungam@ions. Nevertheless this prince,
leading a circumstantial confessional policy, sileedesignated bishops following the
Romanian waivodes’ recommendations, hesitate ndavour the inveiglement of the
Romanian clergy to Calvinism. Such a proof is thgodna issued by the prince in Bgiu
in January 1968, with which he exonerates the pkiesai from Vajdafalva, converted to
Calvinism, from all taxes owed to the commissiongfrsnland revenue and the lord of
the land. Therewith within this diploma it is shothrat all Romanian priests, who for the
future will convert themselves to Calvinism, wowdjoy the same rights and privileges
as the Hungarian Calvinists priests, since theyewerlonger under the obedience of the
Orthodox bishop and thus allowing them to choser tbeen bishops and archpriests.
Thence through acquittals and other privileges & period of inveiglement of the
Romanian clergy to Calvinism commenced.

We may not know exactly what caused a prince withatbrship dispositions like
Gabriel Bathori to bestow on the Romanian clergliead for the exoneration from serfs’
duties, extremely valuable by motivations and digance. First of all, it is almost
similar to the one issued during Mihai Viteazu'sgre which could mean that the
orthodox clergy failed to forget the Romanian pe'scdoing and did not discouraged

afterwards, waiting for the right moment to demagdin certain rights corresponding to



their status. On the"™of June 1609, from Alba lulia, in response to anptaint laid
down by the orthodox clergy of Transylvania and ganmman regions, the prince Gabriel
Bathori, testifying for his truthful devoutness aaffiection for the church servants and
due to the sorry condition of the Romanian orthodiexgy, decided that the latter, found
within the serfs’ status, to be exonerated frompldbeian obligations and civil services
owed to their lords and to move freely togethemhwiteir families wherever they wish,
upon previously having cleared the obligations talsatheir land lordyecte the gifts
owed accordingly to the inculcated habit, and uponging into notice their hierarchical
superior in Beograd. With no confessional conditign or proselyte messages, as the
one issued by Sigismund, the deed coming as a goesee of the diet decision in 1600
opens the series of several similar deeds issuethdyprinces, that would reconfirm
through the century the position of free peopleh&f Romanian clergy, in compliance
with certain political circumstances.

Along with Gabriel Bethlen’s rising to the throner fone decade and a half, thus
bringing a balance within the state, the Romanidhodox church of Transylvania and
its servants will experience a different milestaieevolution and a new impact of the
Calvinist influence. The good relationships thenpei attended at the beginning with the
Romanian princes might be able to explain us ferdbstention in openly intervening
within the traditional practices of the church. $&eing the same spirit of tolerance and
admiration for the church servants, Gabriel Betlmmonfirms Gabriel Bathori's diploma
of 1609, by which the Romanian clergy of Greek Chupof Transylvania and the
adjacent regions receive a series of rights anthptiens. Consequently, we may claim
that Gabriel Bethlen showed a condescending a#titod/ards the Romanian Orthodox
Church, attitude that could be the outcome botlnisfduty to respect and secure the
safety development of the spiritual life, and th&od) relationships he had with the
Romanian princes, protectors and supporters oDtfi@odoxy in Transylvania. There are
indications that he encouraged the conversion teiliem of the Romanian clergy from
the very beginning, within the Romanian regions ngltee Romanian waivodes were not
that influential, probably encouraged by severalgpesses of the Romanian preachers in
the western parts of the princedom. One documegnilates that short after his rising on

the throne, he is brought into notice about thedd@n of several Romanian priests from
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Bihor, Crasna and Internal Solnoc counties thaptetbCalvinism and were waiting for
all the rights and privileges of the Calvinist ¢ggrto be recognized for them as well.
More precisely, it is claimed that these Romaniaesps and deacons preached the word
of God and Calvinism in the Romanian churchesngjvip to the mistakes of the eastern
Greek belief. They successfully operated within f@wthe Romanian churches and they
willingly complied with the Calvinist superintendén judicature and other important
preachers, under whom commandment and with whogpostu they commenced
preaching the Calvinist doctrine among the Romap&ople.

Thence on the 17of February 1614, recording this real fact in favof the
Calvinist church, alluring more and more followetts prince issues a deed by which he
bestows honours, favours, privileges, prerogatigescessions, liberties and exemptions
that the other preachers and deacons of the Hamg@alvinist churches benefited from.
By analyzing this document it appears that the @ preachers succeeded in
inveigling new followers from among the Romaniafegts. We assume that the main
reason for accepting Calvinism was both the mdtand social aspect, and the privileges
and favours the Calvinist clergy enjoyed, and lessnaybe at all, “a sane teaching”.

Once Bethlen’s authority reached its peak, he foumgecessary the counselling
of the lords and metropolitans of the two Roman&nds as regards the religious issues,
his political ambitions considering even their gilce. A government difficult to shatter
might be accomplished only by the conversion of etiger confessions to Calvinism,
intended to provide the ideological support of pice’s power. Trusting himself, and
calling for the idea of a unique confession withia princedom and in the position of the
bondsman of the faith purity, the prince asked tfor approval of Chiril Lucaris to
calvinize the Romanian people in Transylvaniagfathnd theologically uninformed. The
patriarch’s answer, sympathetic himself with thelvid@gsm, issued on the "9 of
September 1629, implies that this challenge is hardulfil and that asine qua non
condition would be the breaking of the relationshijth the Romanian people in the two
other provinces, which is impossible to achieve.

The Calvinist campaigns policy to convert the cfemgas more systematically
continued by Gabriel Bethlen’s successors, the Rakprinces, during their reign it

reached its climax. The cooperation between thecpriGheorghe Rakoczi | and the
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leaders of the Calvinist church becomes closer tha subordination of the other
churches. The radicalisation of the intentions &he related discourse reveals the
stressing of the confessionalisation process, dutgnto control the dissident movements
emerged within Calvinism and also the consolidatminthe bishop’s power, the
Sabbatarians’ annihilation and the placement olthigarian church under the control of
the central power, and not ultimately the transfatrton of the Romanian prelate in Alba
lulia into a subordinate of the Calvinist hierarch.

Along with the exemptions reconfirmation bestowed the Romanian priests,
Gheorghe Rakoczi | designates and confirm Romamietnopolitans in Alba lulia under
the obligation of observing the terms of the Cabtincampaign policy against the
Romanian church, terms that would be imposed uperentire Romanian clergy. Some
of the provisions favouring Calvinism included witithe metropolitans’ appointment
diplomas will appear, during that time, within tla@pointment diplomas of several
protopopes inclined to cooperate. Refusing to immglet this adverse policy of
Calvinism, the metropolitan llie lorest was supdexkefrom its episcopal see, and in his
place was appointed Simigtefan, who proved to be more willingly to implemehe
policy of Calvinism and accept the increasing ifgemce of Calvinist superintendence
within the internal issues of the Romanian church.

After a while, Gheorghe Rakoczi Il will continueetiCalvinist campaign policy
initiated by his father, the involvement at the dawf his reign within the military
external campaigns, with the support of the Ronrapi@ances, concurred with a more
reconciling policy towards the Orthodox Church mafisylvania and with the intenseness
diminishing of the Calvinist proselytism. Therefatevas possible the appointment of a
metropolitan like Sava Brancovici who did not cerethe Calvinist absolutism policy.

Under the prince Mihai Apaffi, a prince of weak lamity, the Calvinist
propaganda failed to sustain the needed consistandydetermination to implement
measures intended for the Romanian Church refoomati compliance with Calvin’s
beliefs. On the other hand, the close relationshifte the Romanian regions and the
intransigency of Sava Brancovici represented otaetors of the Calvinist proselytism
annihilation. Although the appointment of a new exitendent, Mihail Tofoi, a former

preacher at the prince court, a self-confessedradmeof the orthodoxy, and the set-up
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of a plot against Apaffi and of which Sava Brancowvas no stranger, led to his
elimination from the metropolitan see in 1680. Aftiee said metropolitan’s quietus and
arraignment, losif Budai will be designated to thke place, by unanimous vote, and the
prince issues on the “8of December 1680 the endorsing diploma for the new
metropolitan with judicature over Transylvania atite adjacent regions, with the
exception of Egaras Country, compelling for observance of 19 pro Qahti policy
terms. It was needed the intervention of the prisicBluntenia,Serban Cantacuzino, for
the Romanian orthodox people of Transylvania couldserve all of their religious
ceremonials. losif Budai had occupied for only tyemars the metropolitan see, and his
successor, the Greek Orthodox loasaf endeavouredeange the misdeeds conducted
against Sava Brancovici and to authoritatively $leeg the Romanian church of
Transylvania, rejecting all Calvinist interferenddpon his death, the designation of
Varlaam was conditioned again by the 19 terms ef @alvinist policy, though the
Calvinist propaganda drops in intensity, since &8 the new lord of Transylvania are
the Catholic Habsbourgs.

The Romanian church is taken out of the influenfche Calvinist policy by the
imperial family who were looking to restore theamtal political balance by unifying the
Romanian people with the Church of Rome. The ingbeliploma of 1692 bestowed on
the Romanian clergy the possibility of emancipataond improvement of their social
position. The Calvinists attempted also to answer issue by designating the new
metropolitan of Transylvania, Teofil, in Decembe$92, in compliance with the 19
terms.

The organisation of the supreme reformed consistaily intended for the time
to last against the Catholic restoration suppobyedhe Habsbourgs. In the board of this
Consistory took part the Calvinist governors of niggvania enjoying the needed
authority and force. Therefore, in 1692, the gower@heorghe Banffi, the president of
the Consistory was the one to secure Teofil, theapelitan, by prescribing the 19 terms
of the Calvinist policy. The unification of the Ramian orthodox with Rome aroused an
increasing interest within the reformed Church,opoeipied to defend the Romanian
priests recognizing the Calvinist superintendencdécpture.
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In 1697, the first information related to the ucdfiion project was communicated
to the supreme Calvinist trustees, Gheorghe Bamifi the chancellor Nicolae Bethlen,
when commissioned by the Transylvanian chambeygdta Vienna for 6 months for
negotiations. They immediately entered their protesninister Kinsky and forwarded a
memorandum to the emperor, but their attempt pragdoe unsuccessful. Nevertheless,
in March 1698, within the council of ministers th&ycceeded to convince its members to
accept the orthodox priests’ right to unite withyaf the four recognized religions of
Transylvania, also securing the social positiothefclergy in the related religion. In this
line, the imperial decree of the 14f April 1698 was issued. Therefore, during the
investigations related to the unification carriedt an the following year, it was
ascertained that some of the priests preferredensain within the Calvinist church,
solidarity considered to be an official arrangemeuith no implications in their religious
life. Within the next years, the unified with RorRemanian Greek-Catholic church will
progressively consolidate and will dismiss all Qailst reformed interferences within the
Romanian people lives.

The artistic manifestations related to the sacrelesiastical domain, were, for
the Romanian population of principality, circumberd to Byzantine and Postbyzantine
traditions, that radiated from Carpathian orthodobistic centers. So, through its links
with the Eastern artistic tradition, the Transilianorthodoxy put an obstacle difficult to
overcome by protestant and catholic influences. éler, the strong conservative
tradition of the orthodox Romanians and in termsanistic technique, was pierced by
some Western stylistic influences, but not as tesfulhe acceptance of some conceptual
models, which were on the basis of artistic expoessbut rather as natural purely
techniqgue and formal mimicry, designed to bettaghhght the Romanian religious
conceptions. It isn’'t less that, in this way, thHegve slipped unnoticed some motifs or
themes from Western religious thinking. Both thgaldoundations and the influences or
the artistic borrowings from south Carpathians, newentaminated by the blast of
Western arts, have represented a resistance aglamsconoclasm and the Calvinist
proselytism, and then, from the end of the centthrg, constancy testimony in Eastern
tradition for the Catholicism that promoted theami
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With few exceptions, the religious builggof the Romanians from Transylvania,
have represented, during The Middle Age, a distmdigious identity model. The
influences from the catholic religious art to thedigious Reformation have manifested
especially in the style and the technique of exenutAfter Reformation, especially in
the domain of sacred painting, the iconoclasm ps¥Ed by the Calvins and the
Unitarians was not able to divert the traditionEzstern iconography, which remained
the strongest religious brand of the Romanianstiyeand which differentiated them so
definitely and visible from the protestants. Theniography was, therefore, a strong
means of resistance to Calvin propaganda. If thetipg of religious books in the
Romanian language closed the orthodox Romaniam@sdartain way by the protestant
ideology, which cultivated the preaching of the &van vernacular languages, the
religious painting, representing so many Byzantgants and scenes from Eastern
tradition, kept an unbridgeable cleavage amongetbesfessions.

The sustained effort for the copy in Slavonic laaggl of theological manuscripts
with dogmatic and polemical character, in the sdcbalf of 18" century, it could be
determined by the spread of the new protestantd¢teifhey demonstrate that the
Romanian orthodox church was prepared from the ishogoint of view, even if in
Slavonic clothes, to expose the weak points of ro@i&ristian confessions, considered
heretic, and to draw attention to their proselytis® well as to reveal the right faith of
Eastern church. This is also revealed by any Slavoranuscripts from Transylvania,
where the confessional confrontations were harshiéthese manuscripts, which also
contained polemical texts, will be a source of irepn for the Romanian polemical
texts, from 1% century, more elaborated and more applied.

After long debates in the literaturespecialty, it was established that the first
translations of religious books in Romanian languégvoronetian Codices, Scheiana
Psalter, Voronetian Psalter, Hurmuzaki Psalter)iciwtwere made not accidentally in
Transylvania, more precisely in Maramures, wereemheined, besides the internal
cultural needs, by the movements of religious Reé&dion. From this fact, it was
considered that the prints of Coresi, even thosthout a protestant content have

appeared under the influence of Reformation custent
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The ritual, liturgical books and thosecessary to the stall ( Ceaslov, Octoih,
Minei etc.) continue to be preponderantly in Slagepmwhile in Romanian language are
preferred the moral and teaching books, preseimomilies, jitias, wisdom books and
apocryphals. Among the Romanian prints from 1560 60, the homilies take the first
place, until the last square of"1&entury comes again the printing of ritual bodkew
can we explain the big request for the Romaniark®ab teaching, where are explained
and commented the Christian learnings? Besidesderal need, we think that their
redaction and multiplication were also determineg the competition with the
Protestantism, which didn’t emphasize on ritual, & preach and explanation of Bible
learnings. In front of The Calvinist reputed pteas, who were able to fascinate
through oratorical craft of preach, and their mgesa@ould draw attention to the
Christians of other confessions, the orthodox sjesspecially those from Transylvania,
had to raise the homiletic level of preach, makipgpeal more frequently to Homilies,
true collections of sermons in the purest orthodpkit. For example, under Calvinist
influence, Coresi publishes in 1567 ,, The Gosptrpretation with Molitvelnic” in
annex, also called the first Coresian Cazaniastations after Calvinist works, and in
1581, he is printing like an orthodox reactiontiede, ,, The Gospel Interpretation”, also
called the second Coresian Cazania, translated $lavonic language after an orthodox
authentic source. In coming decades, both Cazaetie wcopied according to the
confessional copyists’ inclinations.

The increase of Calvinist propagandahie middle of 1% century wasn't left
unanswered, as the priests disposed to collabbagefound favorable field in certain
areas. The copyists were, in fact, a good toosfweading the Calvinists teachings. From
ignorance or following some higher commands, theyehtranscribed and copied
Calvinist texts. By the order of a bishop or adietaster, usually Calvinist, or maybe of
own initiative, some copyists, deacons or pridsése started to transcribe, translate or
compile Calvinist texts. In the middle of 1 €entury , the deacon loan copies, alone, in
the place Pocioveliste, near Beius, ,,The Gospalisrgretation and Molitvelnicul”,
printed together by Coresi. The copy of these priiustrates that, besides the
materialization of propaganda measures, the irgeffce of necessary copies, exhausted

during the time or destroyed by the Orthodoxs. Resgpme gaps from Molitvelnic, the
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copy of loan from Pocioveliste, with some partgrir@azanie copied at the beginning by
Michael Romanian, are the clear expression of thliist propaganda and its tools in
Crisana and Zarand lands. But the dimension of phisnomenon is given by other
examples and other procalvinists copyists, whovatgd in Bihar. Also in the middle of
the 17" century, the priest Jurju from Luncasprie, copéeseligious codice, which
contains texts, prayers and Calvinist litanies,i@bghen by his apprentice, the priest
loan. Although the work of the copyist Popa UrsanirCotiglet contains many texts and
influences of Calvinist Reformation, we can’t shgtthe is a Calvinist priest, but that one
who lived in a region where the Calvinism had bstongly rooted. Knowing Hungarian
language, he certainly knew the Calvinist booksvofship and education, that he had
introduced in his manuscripts, maybe under thespasof his Hungarian masters.
Anyway, he seems to be an attendant of the Catvprisselytism. From this copyist,
there were kept two Cazanii and two Molitvelnicegokish tools very efficient in
Calvinist propaganda. Calvinist texts, manuscrt®rinted, have circulated especially
among Calvinist Romanians, but always with Latphabet and Hungarian orthography.
In the large mass of the Orthodox Romamitom Transylvania, the Calvinist
propaganda was made through the printing. One ef dbnditions imposed by the
Calvinist superintendance to the candidates atdyetitan seat in Alba Iulia was to do
the mass in Romanian language, to translate antiprRomanian the Calvinist prayers.
Generally speaking, the Calvinist propazaamong the Romanians was made the
most efficiently through the book and printing, saough cultural tools. The book and
the printing were the only ones that left deep dsaof the influence of protestant
Reformation, especially the Calvinist one, among Romanians. The other measures
imposed to the Orthodox Romanians haven’t resistedront of such a popular
Christianity, very rich and complex at the sameetinThe Romanians had to be
convinced that they were going to follow the teagsi from the saint book, after the
principle sola scripturaand not rituals or orthodox cultic traditions. Thawhy, the
printed book or copied in Romanian language wasrthim weapon of propaganda and in
the same time it had a dogma value. When the Oottgydnostly their hierarchs, have
felt that, through the book and the printing, treuvihists tried to destructed their church,
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they had retorted without delay, printing themsslveolemical works where the
Calvinism was combated.

The history of the Calvinism phenomewoithe failure of calvinization policy of
Romanian church from Transylvania made appeal,c&pe to the sources that contain
information on the institutions of this church. Tih@me equivalence of the big orthodox
synod and its manner of organization after the @mt/ Synodus generalisor the
assembly of the priests and the deans from all thescountry, with the bishop and the
superintendent, was seen like a sure Calvinistémite. Then, the fact that the big synod
attributions were identical with those of the geheCalvinist one, and the Eastern
religious right didn’t provide such an institutiabwas another supplementary reason to
believe that it have been copied after the Calvimedel. As for the influence that the
Calvinism have had upon the little synod institatithis one was considered to be the
equivalent of the synod partially reformed, alswihg the same attributions. Recent
studies show that both institutions of the big siand of the little one,have had an old
tradition started before the Calvinist Reformati@md during its period it was just
adapted. Therefore, the restructuring tried byGh#/inist superintendence at the level of
the Romanian synodal assembly from Transylvanidn’'dlimake up to redefine the
specificity of the big synod and of the little sgharhe only one notable influence was

the supervision of the Calvinist bishop upon thReenanian orthodox institutions.
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