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| am the child.

You hold in your hands my destiny.
You determine largely whether

I shall succeed or fail.

Give me, | pray you,
those things that make for happiness.

Train me, | beg you,

that | may be a blessing to the world.

(Mamie Gene Cole, the Child's Appeal)

Introduction

Contemporary society knowing the benefits of the classic educational model
promotes school achievement, as success in this direction assures higher social placement of
the individual.

Success, specifically school achievement — mostly is addressed as a recognition or
social reward of a performance behavior in school, which is expressed by achieving
maximum result in exams, competitions, contests, etc. In school, as well as in life, success is
seen as following a scope, a self awareness, a valorization of self qualities and an attempt to
overcome limits. In the context of informational development of recent years, the school
learning has undergone transformation of objectives. It involves not only information
assimilation but also forming some orientation capacities, divergent thinking, creativity,
flexibility of cognitive and attitudinal structures that will later allow the optimal adaptation of
the child to the contemporary changes. School success can be seen as the individual's ability
to understand the rights and obligations in society, to exist and function as a member of a
community, to collaborate and cooperate with others in carrying out tasks in the family, in
the society, to take independent rational decisions based on facts, to assume responsibility for
actions taken, etc.



For a long time, success or failure in school have been concentrated mainly on or even
exclusively toward students, the factors related to their psycho-physical structure. Today we
know that school success or failure is influenced by a number of internal and external factors
that are interacting so that the proper functioning of school activities is determined by
complex interplay of these factors and the quality of the teaching process is represented by
the quality of their action.

School success is the result of all factors mentioning that each factor has a variable
contribution depending on the nature and functional relations among them. In the first part of
this thesis we tried to capture the factors that influence student school achievement while in
the second part we have focused on a single factor with a negative impact on the studied
phenomenon, namely we have considered the implications of parental divorce’s effects on
the students’ school achievement.

Divorce is perceived as one of the most painful experiences endured by some
individuals, in the United States alone more than a million people go through this process
every year. In addition to relationship breakdown, divorce produces numerous changes,
especially if children are involved. Divorce is never easy, even in the friendliest
circumstances. The feeling of loss, loneliness, frustration and despair are common to adults
and especially children or adolescents involved. For children, familiarity, continuity and
parental model are very important so that the trauma of parental separation is hard to bear. A
child who doesn’t receives plausible answers to the uncertainties encountered in the new
situation will likely become a student, later an adult, with behavioral problems. These
include a diminished self-image, adjustment problems, emotional imbalances as well as less
success in school, professional and social circumstances.

Thus, through this research carried out we wanted to identify factors that contribute to
school success for students, of social and non-social factors of school achievement and
parental divorce, specifically its effects (divorce being seen as a potential social factor with
negative effects on student), their implications on subsequent student academic success. We
wanted, based on data offered by this research, to be able to help mitigate the negative effects
produced by parental divorce on children and by developing this study to counter the
negative effects of divorce on their school achievement.



Synthesis of the research

Research strategy chosen was to make a cross-sectional study aimed to measure the

effects of parental divorce on students at a specific time.

Hypothesis from which we started was that parental divorce affects the child/student

and that these effects influence their academic achievement.

The aim was to identify the effects of divorce on students and determining to what

extent these effects influence or not their academic success.
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The objectives of the research were:

To identify whether after divorce the financial resources of parents (guardian parent)

decreased and what were the living conditions of the child/student after divorce;

To see if parental supervision decreased after divorce;

To check if the parent-child interpersonal relationships, father-child, mother-father
were strained after the divorce;

To analyze the head teacher’s responses about the implications of the effects of

divorce on student’s school success: whether based on educational experience, they

have established the implications of effects of divorce on school success of students

from divorced families (divorce, which occurred at a certain time) and if there are

differences between these students and those living with both biological parents

married;

To observe the extent to which divorced parents are aware of the effects

following a divorce and the implications of these effects on their children's school

success;

To see if there are connections between the effects of divorce and school performance

of the student.

The thesis comprises three parts.

The first part is represented by the literature review where the three chapters

provide an analysis of written literature of school achievement (of factors with a decisive role

in the education success) and parental divorce in order to identify its effects as it is



manifested in our society in order to establish the existence of some implications of this
phenomenon on the school achievement of adolescents.

Chapter | deals with the issue of school achievement, of the social factors (family
and school) and of the non-social factors of school achievement (psychological, medical and
pedagogical factors). School achievement, school success or failure is influenced by a
number of internal and external factors which are interacting, so that the proper functioning
of school activities is determined by complex interplay of these factors and the quality of
teaching process is represented by the quality of their action.

Factors can be: internal (concerning biophysical condition of the subjects) and external
(referring to the frame of developing the instructional — learning activities). Internal factors
are defining elements of the learning ability and they include biological determinants (age
particularities, health, working potential) and also cognitive and non-cognitive psychological
traits regarding the level of intellectual development, skills, interests, aspirations, attitudes.
External factors can be defined through psycho-pedagogical aspects regarding the
organization of educational process (consistency between content and assimilative capacity
of the students, applied methodology, training level of the teachers), aspects that could be
also included in the category of internal factors, because the incidence of the educational
process. Of great importance are the external factors that influence the efficiency of school
activities such as: the conditions of family environment, socio-cultural, quality of teaching
materials, school material resources and aesthetical condition of the school environment.

Chapter 11 refers to the family environment and its implications on school
achievement. It includes a brief history of the family, definitions of family over the years, the
main types, functions and also a perception of family in modern society. Further issues dealt
with are: the social belonging, educational aspirations, socioeconomic status and social
mobility.

Because in recent decades, families in the contemporary societies have suffered profound
changes that at times have affected the very idea of "family" we wanted to capture aspects
aimed at family between stability and change following the effects of transition on family
and newly emerged values and family patterns. Today, the most important changes in the
family occur due to changes in society's expectations from family, due to the appearance and
establishment of new types of families (single parents, consensual couples, life-long celibacy,



homosexual couples), due to the change of status and role in nuclear families and not least
due to the new vision on marriage.

Chapter 111 deals to the subject of parental divorce and its impact upon the student's
school achievement. Here are documented stages and causes of separation or divorce,
child/student adjustment to the new situation, the impact on school performance. Also in this
chapter, we considered it imperative to achieve a synthesis of the main studies on the short
and long term effects of divorce on child/adolescent.

The second part of the thesis refers to the methodology of the research.

In Chapter 1V are described the domains of research and the topicality of the themes.
Though in Romania, there were no significant increases in the rate of divorce (according to
statistical data from 2006, the divorce rates recorded over the years, from 1975 and 2005
show that there were no significant fluctuations in the divorce rate. There were statistically
between 1.5 and 2 divorces per thousand people, insignificant figures compared to other
countries) we felt it would be interesting to study this phenomenon in our area because
divorce may cause important effects on children and also may have implications on their
school achievement,

And more than that, the topicality of this subject is determined by the fact that divorce
phenomenon is little researched in our country, thus the effects of divorce are even less
known along with the implications of these effects on school achievement.

In the first stage of studying the practical effects of divorce phenomenon on students
and its implications on school achievement was achieved by using questionnaire-based
survey that is considered the best method, both in terms of effectiveness and in terms of
efficiency for the purpose in this work. The survey, used in our study as a method of
gathering information was able to provide data on attitudes, motivations, opinions, intentions
and behaviors of the target group through the questions for a number of people who could be
in their whole a significant sample of the target population.

In the second stage was started using focus group technique, which had as a working
tool: the interview guide. The purpose for which we have chosen this method was to clarify
and to enrich the information previously collected. We wanted to combine a quantitative

method with a qualitative method and to highlight any aspects not captured through data
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collection from the application of questionnaires. This section also describes the methods
used for the pilot survey, data collection, database analysis and data analysis.

In choosing the investigated sample, we started from the idea that adolescents are
those who relive most acute the effects of divorce, so the sample comprised 548 students
with ages between 14 and 22 years old, students enrolled in grades 1X —XII of general and
technical high schools from the city of Cluj-Napoca. From this sample, we wanted to identify
the percentage represented by students who live with both biological parents married and the
percentage of students whose parents divorced at a certain time.

Research also focused on 120 teachers, head teachers for grades IX-XII and 150
divorced parents (parents of students enrolled in the sample). Thus, we represented only a
part of the research universe, which comprises a statistical collection of units. Sampling in
this case consisted in removing a number of statistical units from the world of research,
respecting very precisely certain conditions so that data could be extended, with certain
variation limits to the set level of established probability. We set as our selective research
purpose the estimation of parameters (mean, proportion) that characterize a particular feature
of the population. Collectivity was chosen relatively homogeneous so that we can allow a
smaller sample.

As the place of research we have chosen the city of Cluj-Napoca, the fourth largest
city by population in Romania. Being a metropolitan city, we thought that it will respect the
desired characteristics.

The first stage of research, namely that of quantitative research took place from February 10
to March 18, 2011. The schools where we conducted research for carrying out questionnaire
-based surveys were:

A. for students: we applied 548 questionnaires, from which 548 were completed. We chose
five schools from Cluj-Napoca as follows: "Napoca” Technical College, (120
questionnaires), "Eugen-Pora” High School, (100 questionnaires), "Onisifor Ghibu™ High
School, (180 questionnaires), Economic College Iulian-Pop (100 questionnaires),
Choreography School (48 questionnaires).

B. for parents: we applied 150 questionnaires, from which 94 were completed. These were
applied to divorced parents (parents of the students from our sample and one more school)
from six schools from Cluj: "Napoca™ Technical College, "Eugen - Pora" High School,
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"Onisifor Ghibu™ High School, lulian Pop Economic College, "Apéaczai Csere Janos" High
School, Choreography School.
C. for head teachers: we applied 120 questionnaires, from which 107 were completed.
Because we have chosen for the sample students to be only part of grades IX - XII, it was
necessary to include in our study eleven schools as follows: "Napoca" Technical College,
"Eugen - Pora" High School, "Onisifor Ghibu" High School, lulian Pop Economic College,
Choreography School, "Balcescu” High School, "Apaczai Csere Janos" High School,
"Romulus Ladea" School of Fine Arts, "Raluca Ripan" Technical College, "Anghel Saligny"
Technical College of construction, "Emil Racovita" National College, all from Cluj-Napoca.
The second stage of research, the qualitative one consisted in organizing two focus
groups. To achieve this research two schools were chosen, namely: “Eugene Pora” High
School and “Napoca” Technical College, both from Cluj-Napoca. This part of the research
took place in May, 2011. Also in this chapter we describe the stages of research; the
development of research tools, the training of focus groups and the development of an
interview guide.

In the research undertaken by us in the first stage we used the sociological inquiry.
Thus three types of questionnaires were developed in order to know the factual realities of
the effects of divorce and its implications on school achievement of students as well as the
opinions and attitudes of those involved (students, head teachers, divorced parents).

The questions from the questionnaires corresponded to indicators identified for the
concepts that we wanted to measure (in line with those used in similar studies in the U.S.,
Western Europe and in England). All questions from our questionnaires had a goal, derived
from a set of assumptions about the phenomenon under investigation. Questions in our
questionnaires were designed for self-administration.

After applying the questionnaire-based survey and after statistical processing of data
(made electronically on the program SPPS) the two focus groups were prepared. We
continued with interviews and data recording. We decided on the application of a qualitative
research method to improve and to clarify interpretations of the results previously obtained.
Concerning divorce, we assumed that answers from both divorced parents and from students
contain a certain amount of subjectivity and that the most objective responses could be
obtained from experienced teachers.
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The third part of the thesis is: Presentation and interpretation of data. Results
and discussion. In Chapter V we presented, analyzed and interpreted the data obtained after
statistical processing of the data from three types of questionnaires: those for students
(students living with both biological parents married and students whose biological parents
have divorced), those for divorced parents and those for head teachers.

We also presented, analyzed and interpreted the data resulting from application of focus
group technique. The survey data was presented in tables, which allowed optimal
concentration of information. Data was placed in summary tables, which contained
information collected by all variables and for each individual. Then, data from summary
tables were taken for analysis and included in the tables with a single variable or two
variables. Using tables with a single variable, rank scores were presented, the average
frequencies and percentages. Examination of frequency distribution provided an overview of
the data. By calculating percentages, dividing the number of cases from one category to the
total number of cases and multiplying the result by 100, the phenomenon was identified.
Using the tables with two variables, the tables of “contingency”, showed the relationship
between two variables, expressing the dependence of a variable upon another.

In the sample represented by students, we wanted to identify from the investigated
population, the percentages of students whose parents have divorced and those living in
families with both biological parents married. After statistical processing it was noticed that
78% of students live in families with both biological parents married, while 18% live in
divorced families. Regarding the parent’s education level, we found out that on average 40%
of mothers have graduated high school, 24% of mothers have graduated university and 17%
of them attended vocational schools. Only 0.18% of the mothers were unschooled. Regarding
father’s level of education, 34% of the fathers were found to be high school graduates, while
26% attended a vocational school and 21% are graduates of a university.

In response to the question: “Who do you live with?” those students whose parents are
divorced, 52.6% said that they live with their mother, 20.6% live with the mother and her
boyfriend, 4.1%, live with the father and his girlfriend, 4.1% live with both parents even
though they are divorced and 14.4% live with someone else. While those students whose
parents are not divorced responded that 92.2% live with both parents, 1.9% live with the
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mother, 0.2% live with the father, 0.2% live with the father and his girlfriend and 4.75% live

with someone else:

Table 1.Noticed frequency regarding the parent with whom the student lives (students whose parents

are married and those with divorced parents).

You are living with your...? Your parents are...?

Your parents are...?
Married Divorced
(or just (or just Other No
together) separated) Situation | answer Total
You are living  Two of your parents 92.9% 4.1% 66.7% 73.2%
with... Your mother 1.9% 52.6% 52.2% 13.0%
Your father 0.2% 4.1% 4.3% 1.1%
]\c/r\i/(letgdmother and her boy 20.6% 8.7% 33.3% 4.2%
]\c/\.llth father and his girl 0.2% 4.1% 0.9%
riend
With somebody else 4.7% 14.4% 34.8% 7.7%
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.09 100.09 100.09

To make a comparative analysis between the two categories of students we continued the
questionnaire with a series of questions that concerned only those students whose parents
have divorced. Because studies on the effects of divorce have shown that these effects are
more acute immediately after divorce and that they reduce over time, we considered it
important to determine how much time had passed since the parents’ divorce to the time of
our study. Data revealed that only 8% of parents were divorced under 2 years, while 92%

were divorced for more than three years:

How long your parents divorced? Percent

45
40 e
35 AN
30
25 ,./ —e— How long your
20 parents divorced?
Percent
15 /
10 =< .
5 —
0 T

6-10
years
11-15
years
16-20
years

Under 2
years

(included)
3-5years
| don't
know/No
comment

Figure 1. Time from when parents divorce has occurred
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Regarding the question: whether it has changed their lives in some way, after parents'
divorce? 51% of students said yes, their lives changed and only 23% said no, their lives had
not changed.

Starting from the idea that one of the effects of divorce is strained relations after the divorce,
both between custodial parents and between child and the other parent, we wanted to capture
aspects of this subject. Thus, the student was asked if their relationship changed with their
mother or with their father, after the divorce and if so, in what sense?

The data showed that at least the mother's relationship with the student after divorce has
changed and changed for the better. The situation is interesting for the father, where again
most of those asked said yes, their relationship changed. However, when the students were
asked in what sense has changed, percentages of those who responded positively and those
who respond negatively are equal. Knowing that another effect of divorce is the reduction of
parental supervision, we wanted to see if this may be extended to our study. We also
analyzed in parallel the situation of those students whose parents are married, thinking to
better capture any differences. Thus the answers to the question: “How long do you spend
with your mother during the day?” showed for the entire sample of students that on average
students spend very little time per day with their parents. The responses of those who
confirmed they spend no time at all with their mother were 1%, while those who confirmed
they spend no time at all with their father rose to 5%.

Then we compared the situation of pupils whose parents have divorced with those
whose parents are married, to detect whether there are differences in terms of time spent with
parents. Regarding the time spent with the mother, the differences were not significant, what
seemed interesting was that while for students with married parents the percentage of those
who do not spend time at all with mother was only 0.5% for divorced children this
percentage was 3.1%. In the fathers case there are significant differences. In comparison of
the students whose parents have divorced, with those whose parents are married students
whose parents have divorced spend less time with their father, and the percentage of those
who are spending no time at all, is 23 times higher than the students whose parents are

married.
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When we asked: what links do you keep with the other parent? Spend time together?
Our study showed that 41% of students from divorced family spend time with the other
parent, 23% do not spend time, and a large percentage, 29%, refused to answer.
We then wanted to know: how long divorced parent financially support the child after
divorce, if she/he gives money to the student, if they support him/her by giving advice, if
they asked about school performance. In response to question, “if the school activities are
supported?” the results did not show major differences between the two categories of
students. The only visible difference was at: do not support school activities too much or at
all, where the proportion of those with divorced parents is almost three times higher than the
others (of course, this can be explained by the fact that for students with divorced parents
also the absence of the father is higher too).
Comparative analysis showed that in the interest of students' educational achievement, there
are no important differences between students with divorced parents and those with married
parents.
Concerning self confidence, probably because we are questioning teenagers, the percentages
are fairly high. Related question: “Do your parents check your school's performance?”,
comparative analysis shows quite large differences in the two categories of students such as:
while for students with married parents the school results are verified by both parents 56.2%,
in divorced families the rate is only 30.9%. In divorced families the student’s school results
are verified by the mother 52.6% and only in 5.2% by the father. In order to capture aspects
of students self-esteem by how they perceive themselves as compared with others, students
were asked — “if | had to think about how well | learn compared with classmates, where
would I position myself?” The proportion of students who positioned themselves as part of
the first third was in a smaller proportion for those whose parents have divorced. These
students generally tend to position themselves in the middle, in terms of their academics.
The vast majority of surveyed students want to pursue a college degree. For this question
there were no differences between the two categories of students.
Concerning the question about - the support of parents for students to pursue a college
degree, comparative data shows differences between the two groups of students: students
with biological married parents are more supported in pursuing a college degree than the
others.
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After we interpreted and analyzed the results of student responses from the questionnaire,
observing the frequencies between variables, we wanted to also capture other aspects which
would explain the phenomenon of divorce’s effects on students (only those with divorced
parents) and the implications of these effects on their school success.

Regarding the parent’s educational level and student’s school results (overall average, during
the year of graduating) we could see that there is a tendency between the higher educational
level of parents and better school results of students.

It was found that where the family (the divorced one) can provide only a little or very little
financial support to attend university, as well as student interest is lower, although there is a
general trend, which became fashionable for youth to attend college.

We also wanted to see if there are differences in terms of educational achievement (overall
average in the last grade graduated) and type of family which the students live in (married
parents or divorced). Thus, according to data we observed differences between these results
are not very significant. But if we consider the classification of environments and noting that
they are generally large and very large, we believe that we refer to this aspect. Regarding
divorced parents, it was difficult to co-opt parents into answering questions. In many cases,
the divorced parent feel guilty in their mind for what the child has suffered from divorce, and
it is difficult to recognize this fact to others.

From questionnaires filled by parents, 87% were filled by mothers and 13% by fathers.

You are... Percent

13%

o Mother
o Father

87%

Figure 2. (The report answers to questionnaires according to the gender of respondents)
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The age of parents who filled questionnaire was: under 35 years - 9%, between 36-40 years -
28%, between 41-45 years - 44%, between 46-50 years - 13%, over 51 years - 3% and 4%
refused to answer. Regarding the parent’s educational level, we observed they are generally
high school college or professional school graduates with 9% post university graduates. In
regards to parent’s occupation we show that 41% are employees providing manual or
unskilled labor, 33% are employees providing specialized or intellectual work and 12% hold
management positions. On average, parents spend 8 hours at work.

Assuming that one of the effects produced by divorce can be the reduction of financial
resources, we wanted to see how many family members are in each of the families which
entered in the study, how many children they have and what income is available to them.
Thus, we could see that the average number of members per family is three, and in the
number of children, families generally have one or two children. In regards to the question of
family income, we found that 12% of parents have a monthly family income ranged from 1-
750 Ron, 50% have incomes between 751-1500 Ron, 15% between 1501-2500 Ron.
Regarding housing conditions, data showed a rate of 63% of divorced parents live in private
housing, 13% live in rent and 18% live with their parents. Then, parents were asked to assess
the relationship with her former husband / former wife and the relationship with the child.
Following the data collected, we could establish that the relationship with the former
husband/former wife, for 37% of parents was very good or good, for 31% bad or very bad
relationship, for 19% not the case (those who do not keep in touch with former husband /
former wife for some reason) and 7% refused to answer.

Most interviewed parents considered the relationship with the child to be as good and very
good. The same can be seen in parent’s satisfaction in regards to the child's behavior. The
percentages of those who are satisfied or very satisfied are again suspiciously high compared
with those who are dissatisfied.

We wanted to find out to what extent in divorced families child-related decisions are taken
by both biological parents. According to the data, only in 19% of cases these decisions are
taken by both parents, 30% of cases the decisions are taken by one parent (mother, usually
the guardian parent of the child's), 2% of these decisions are taken by the father, 13% of
cases decisions are taken by children (adolescents in our study) and 36% of these decisions
are taken by the family. According to the educational expectations of parents for their child,
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of course the most significant percentage is for those who want as their child to attend
college, enrolling in this option being the current trend of Romanian society.

In the attainment of the child, only 14% of parents mentioned being dissatisfied, the rest
considered their children as having good and very good school results. A significant
percentage of parents, 90% are considering that they know their children’s group of friend.
When they are asked — “what would they like to change about their child?” 38% say they
would not change anything, 38% would change their school performance, and the rest say
they would change something else.

A 95% of surveyed parents believe that the child's school results are important and very
important for success in life, while only 5% of them believe they are not important.

Through another set of questions we wanted to determine whether divorced parents are aware
of the implications of the effects of divorce on children, student. So they were asked if they
believe that the lack of a parent can affect children's school performance, or lack of material
resources, lack of a model in child’s life or lack of a harmonious family environment may
influence their children's school success. The responses showed that most parents think that a
lack of material resources or a lack of a model in a child’ life would affect student success
and that only the lack of a harmonious family environment would have implications in school
performance.

Divorced parents when asked - if they believe that the lack of a parent may affect the child's
school success 41% responded positively and 46% believe that the lack of a parent is not a
negative factor in the children achievement and of those who responded positively to the
question, the highest percentage of responses indicated that lack of both parents could affect
school performance and ultimately a student's school success. Based on the responses of
divorced parents, we wanted to make some frequencies between variables before drawing
conclusions. So we wanted to see if there is a direct link between guardian parent relationship
with ex-husband/ex-wife and it’s relation with the child. Data processing showed that where
the relationship between former spouses is good or very good there are no bad or very bad
relationships with the child, but where the relationship between parents, former spouses is
bad or very, bad relations or worse appear to the child. Thus, we can say that there is a
parallel between the two variables.
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Further, we wanted to see if the quality of the relationship between former spouses
could influence the degree of guardian parent satisfaction to the child. We have seen that in
cases where the relationship between former spouses is very good or good, as the degree of
satisfaction with the child is very good or good, however for those who declare that they
have a bad or very bad relationship with former spouses/ex-wife the percentages appear to
indicate degree of dissatisfaction for the child's behavior.

One of the objectives of the research was to analyze the responses of head teachers
about the effects of divorce on children, namely the implications of these effects on school
achievement of students. In our analysis, we wanted to capture - in which ways over the
years, having had the opportunity to work with students, teachers have observed implications
of the effects of divorce on the school achievement of their students (students from divorced
families), as well as whether they have noticed there are differences between students living
in divorced families or students living with biological married parents.

We have seen that 40% of teachers are faced with: poor school performance, high
numbers of absences, problems such as improper behavior of students, alcohol, drugs,
violence, aggression, lack of self-confidence are only limited phenomena as scope
problematic in schools. The question that was concerned with how students relate with
others, a rate of 51.4% of head teachers believe that there are no differences between
students, while an almost equally high percentage, 48%, believe that these students face
relationship problems.

Head teachers, based on their past experiences with the students, were asked to specify if
they have found whether parents divorce can lead to changes in students' academic results.
On this question, the answer was perfectly conclusive, because a proportion of 79%
responded positively, 26% negatively. We also wanted to know from teachers, if these effects
were temporary or are permanent. 77% of them said that changes in students' school results
were temporary. 86% of teachers say that divorce affects school achievement of students and
only 13% say the opposite. With the questions inserted in the questionnaire we tried to see if
the teachers found that students from divorced families have behavior or adjustment
problems. Figures show that 73% of teachers say these students sometimes appeared to have
behavioral problems and 58% of teachers indicated also adjustment problems. Regarding
cooperation from parents, 66% of teachers are considering that it is satisfactory and said that
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there are no differences between parents (married or divorced). We asked teachers about the
“problem student” (where we include behavioral problems, school results) and from what
type of family are these children? 53% of teachers said that they have such students but about
which type of family these students come from, head teachers said that there is no difference
between students with divorced parents and those whose parents are married.

After the presentation, analysis and interpretation of data obtained from the three
types of questionnaires, at the end of each type we included conclusions.

We continue with the description of the analysis and interpretation of data collected
from the application of two focus groups.
At the end of the paper general conclusions were drawn.

Conclusions

Our findings primarily concern the head teachers, where we discovered that in their
position they do not know the exact the number of those students whose parents are divorced,
because there is no clear evidence of this fact. Thus, they are placed too often in the situation
of losing large amounts of time to discover and identify the source causes of mistakes and
school failures. Based on data collected and from discussions with head teachers we found
that following parental divorce (from incident to around 1.5 - 2 years) students have worse
school performance, experience behavioral problems, adjustment problems, diminished self-
image and various emotional imbalances. Meeting with these situations teachers often cannot
cope because they do not have special training to know what and how to do and when these
situations occur, they must handle them using their "instinct” (to use the words of one of the
teachers who agreed to be part of the study). Only in serious cases do they direct students to
the school psychologist. Not all head teachers know all the effects that divorce can have on
the child/student and do not know all the implications of these effects on educational
achievement of students and usually they do not have physical time to manage these kinds of
problems. Based on data collected by head masters these effects can also observed and
implications of them are usually short term ones and they do not see too much difference
between students regarding to the marital status of parents.
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Regarding parents, what we have observed and found after processing data obtained
from parent’s questionnaires was that after parents' divorce students, children, in most cases
remain in the care of the mothers who are receiving the guardian parent role. The guardian
parents on average spend 8 hours a day at work and have an income between 751-1500 Ron.
Most parents (63%) said they own their home property and the rest either rent, are living
with parents or are in other situations. Regarding to the relationship with her/his former
husband/wife, 37% appreciated these relations as being good, the rest thought it is bad or
mentioned other cases (no longer in contact, left, died, etc.). In relation to the child, the
degree of satisfaction with school results or his/her behavior, the percentages of parents
whose answers are positive are extreme high. What we have found after processing data
from divorced parents is that parents generally are not aware of or do not recognize the
effects arising from a divorce and understand even less the implications of the effects of
divorce on students' school success. The data show that divorced parents do not consider that
the lack of material resources or lack of a model in child’s life, the absence of a parent, may
affect the school achievement but only consider that the lack of family atmosphere would
deprive the child.

After interpretation and analysis of data collected from student surveys we found that 18% of
the student’s parents are divorced. In the majority of respondents the divorce occurred two
years ago or longer. From students' responses there was no decrease in financial resources of
the guardian parent, at least not at the time of the study. It was noted that student-child
remained in most cases in the mother's care. There were not seen significant differences in
the living conditions of these students compared with others. However, concerning the
parental supervision, the father presence in a child’s life shows differences between children.
In rather large percentages, students do not spend time with their father, or if they do in many
cases, this only happens a few times a year.

The average time spent with children is short, between 2 and 4 hours. Students said that after
the divorce, relationships with parents have changed, at least with the mother these relations
have improved. Asking about father — the proportion of the students who refused to answer
and those who said the change for the worse, were quite high. Relations with parents
apparently did not influence students' relationships with classmates. Over time, students seem
not to agree with parent’s divorce. From students' responses we have not identified cases of
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students with emotional disorders, adjustment problems or behavioral problems due to the
effects of divorce. However, differences emerged when comparing results of two categories
of students. It was also noted that in terms of self-image, of how they perceive themselves in
comparison with other students, students with divorced parents do not generally see
themselves as part of the first third of the class in terms of their academic ranking. Rather
they are declared as part of the second third. Data from student surveys show minor
differences between students with married parents and divorced parents, but the effects of
divorce are visible, as also are the implications of the effects on school achievement.

Regarding to psychologists, we saw that they intervene only in very difficult
situations (usually when serious misconduct appears: theft, extreme violence, depression,
drop-out attempts, suicide attempts, etc.), when the student voluntarily turns for help or when
they are sent by the head teacher or by the council staff.

Although figures from our study are not alarming they do not indicate strong effects
recorded on students after parent’s divorce and therefore not too obvious implications on
their school achievement (this is because only in 8% of the cases we studied parents' divorces
occurred less than two years prior, otherwise it occurred five, ten and even fifteen years ago,
during which these effects were diminished). We found that: these effects exist, they are
manifest and have implications in educational achievement and a better knowledge of them
as well as proper management of those involved, can help the student more easily overcome
the effects without affecting his/her academic and social achievement.

When it comes to divorce, we cannot mention another important aspect, which, although
related to this phenomenon, is not directly the subject of our research, namely the student, the
child in many situations, lives deeper drama prior to the legal divorce of parents, divorce
which may or may not occur later. During emotional divorce, which begins long before legal
divorce is carrying out, the child is under emotional stress, conflict, physical or verbal
aggression between parents, episodic abandonment, attempts to attract one or another parts,
etc. In sociological terms it is known that the most important place for a studying child is
with his/her family, so that we can affirm that insufficient parental control, mismanaged
education, family disorganization, criticism, hostility, family abandonment are the main
causes of school and social failure. Affective disorders of parents directly cause
psychological disorders to children while family difficulties, lack of cohesion and lack of
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emotional feelings will cause inadequate moral development, some late emotional and
functional deficiencies of an immature moral personality with nonconformist events and
inadequacy.

In Romanian society after 1989, causes such as inflation, economic restructuring,
privatization of enterprises, development of market economy, etc., were the favorable
conditions which led to increased violent behavior in the family. Poverty, the number of
children, women dependence of male, unemployment, alcohol consumption have boosted
intra-familial disputes and violence, whose victims are mainly children. Abuse, whether
physical or emotional, a tense life lived under the sign of fear and terror, lead to depression,
anxiety, loss of confidence in the natural world, social isolation, etc. All these have an
immediate effect especially on long-term development of the child, on their school and social
achievement.

So, we can say that not only divorce but also the unhealthy family climates have
negative effects on children/students. Divorce as a psycho-social complex phenomenon -
involve tensions, conflicts, frustrations, dissatisfactions with multiple effects, however in
today's society has come to be regarded rather as a common phenomenon and if we consider
interparental conflict, physical or verbal aggression, tension affection between marriage
partners perhaps only in pragmatic terms, in this case we can say that parental divorce may
be the solution to saving the child. Our conclusion in this research is that everyone involved
in a divorce are suffering, both the mother and father but especially child/student, whose
school performance may be affected. The mission of a teacher and of parents must be to
solve the child /student’s problems arising from the unfortunate event as well as they can.

Personal contributions

In Romania, the topic of divorce has not been the subject of very much research, so
we believe this paper could be used as a starting point for studies to come. We proposed
through our research to capture aspects of parents' divorce, to identify in what extent the
effects of divorce are known by parents and head teachers, to what extent can be identified
on the students such effects or signs of these effects and in what extent they may affect the
student's school achievement.
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We wanted, based on data collected in research to determine the percentage of those
students living in divorced families, to know with whom they live with after the divorce, the
living conditions, what kind of relationships develop further with the guardian parent but also
with other biological parent, the evolving future relations between parents and how these
factors come to change and in what direction — a student’s academic success.

We also wanted to achieve a comparison between students from divorced families
and those living with both biological parents to better capture any eventual changes. From
the choosing of the theme we decided that based on available research we can help mitigate
the negative effects of parents divorce and that by developing of this study we can counter
the negative effects of divorce on student’s school achievement.

Thus, for the future we suggest:

@ Development of trainings, workshops held in schools about divorce, in order to
prepare head teachers to know the effects that parental divorce may have on student
life and especially the implications that these effects may have on their school
achievement and success, as well as to help head teachers to provide appropriate
intervention measures in such cases;

@ Development of round tables, debates in schools, universities with divorced parents
or those undergoing divorce, with the theme being divorce, its effects and its
implications on educational achievement of students;

@ Based on data provided by the research, we propose to identify ways to ensure a link
between: divorced parent — head teacher - school psychologist, so that before taking
action to help the student all will have an insight into the cause of problems;

@ Closer involvement of the school psychologist not only for students where problems,
deviations, failures are already serious issues, but also for students whose parents are
divorced. To achieve this solution, first we propose: to identify students with divorced
parents (through discussions with head teachers or with parents when their child
enters into school) then to organize informal meetings on the topic of divorce with
those students, where students are prepared to accept parents' divorce or at least to
deal with it as a natural state of affairs, to cope as best as possible.
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Perspectives

Finally, we propose the study presented in this research as a guide for head teachers, school
psychologists, parents and students, all those how are wishing to pursue a teaching career.
In the future, beginning with the data offered by this research, we want to continue our study
with a longitudinal research through divorce, where the group of students chosen for study to
be selected from among those whose parents are undergoing divorce or recently divorced
(less than three months). We would like to continue such a study to track the progress of the
effects over time, changes in school performance of students and their subsequent

development.

26



Bibliography

Agabrian, M., Millea, V., 2005, Parteneriate Scoalda - Familie - Comunitate, Editura
Institutul European, lasi.

Albu, G., 2002, Tn ciutarea educatiei autentice, Editura Polirom, lasi.

Alexandrescu, G., Nicoldescu, D., 2004, Dimensiunile psihosociale ale violentei
intrafamiliale, in Jurnalul practicilor pozitive comunitare, nr.1-2, 2003, www.
catalactica.org.ro, accesat 20.02.2011.

Allport. G., 1981, Structura si dezvoltarea personalitdtii, Editura Didactica si Pedagogica,
Bucuresti.

Amato, P.R., Ochiltree, G., 1987, Child and adolescent competence in intact, one-parent
and stepfamilies. Journal of Divorce, 10:75-96

Amato, P.R. and Booth, A., 1991, The Consequences of Divorce for Attitudes Toward
Divorce and Gender Roles in Journal of Family Issues 12:306-322.

Amato, P.R., Keith, B., 1991, Parental divorce and well being of children: A meta analysis.
Psychological Bulletin 100: 26-46.

Amato, P. R., Booth, A., 1996, Journal of Marriage and the Family, in ProQuest Psychology
Journals.

Ambert, A. M., 2009, Divorce: faits, causes et conséquences, L’institut Vanier de la famille,
3 édition, Université York.

Andrei, P., 1997, Sociologie generald, Editura Polirom, lasi.

Arendall, T., 1992, After Divorce: Investigation into Father Absence in Gender Society, 6.
Arendall, T., 1986, Mothers and divorce: Legal economic and social dilemmas. Berkeley:
University of California Press.

Aradavoaice Gh., 2003, Arta armonizarii relatiilor interumane, Editura Antet, Prahova.
Ashorne, C.R., 1980, Divorce: A crisis of Family transition and change, in Family Relations,
29, 533-540.

Barber, L.B., si Eccles, S.J., 1992, Long-term influence of Divorce and Single Parenting on
Adolescent. Family-and Wok-Related Values, Behaviors and Aspirations, Psychological
Bulletin, VVol.lll, No.1, 108-126

27



Barrett, M, Mclntosh. M., 1991, The anti-social family, Verso, New-York.

Baydar, N., 1988, Effects of parental separation and reentry into union on the emotional
well-being of children, Journal of Marriage and Family, 50:967-981

Bawin, L. B., 1996, Sociologie de la familie, De boeck Universite, Bruxelles.

Baban, A.,1998, Stres si personalitate, Editura Presa Universitara Clujeand, Cluj-
Napoca.

Baban, A., 2002, Metodologia cercetarii calitative, Editura Presa Universtitara
Clujeana, Cluj-Napoca.

Baran, P.A., 2002, Familia azi. O perspectiva sociopedagogica, Editura Aramis, Bucuresti.
Baran, P. A., 2004, Parteneriat in educatie, Editura Aramis, Bucuresti.

Béarsanescu, $.,1972, Istoria pedagogiei, Editura Didactica si Pedagogica, Bucuresti.

Bell J., 1993, Doing your research project, second edition, Open University Press,
Philadelphia.

Bernstein, B., 1975, Language et classes sociales, Codes socio-lingvistique et controle
social, Minuit, Paris.

Bohannan, P., 1970, Divorce and After, Doubleday, New-York.

Boncu, S., 2005, Procese interpersonale, Editura Institutul European, lasi.

Bouchard, P., St Amant, J., 1993, La réussite scolaire des filles et I’abandon des gar¢ons:
un enjeu a portée politique pour les femmes. Recherches féministes, 6 (2), 21-39

Bouchard, P., St Amant, J., 1996, Le retour aux études: Lesfacteurs se réussite dans quatre
écoles spécialisées au Québec in Revue Canadienne de I’éducation.

Boudon, R.,1973, L’inégalité des chances, Armand Colin Colection, Paris.

Bumpass, L., 1984, Children and marital disruption: A replication and update. Demography
21: 71-80.

Burgess, E.W, Locke,H.J., si Thomes, M.M.,1993, The Family from Institution to
companionship, New-York, American Book Company.

Burgess, E.W, 2001, Beyond the NuclearFamily: The Increasing importance of
Multigenerational Bonds, in Journal of Marriage and family, 63, p.1-16.

Carlson, M.J., &Corcoran, M.E, 2001, Family structure and Children’s behavioral and
cognitive outcomes, Journal of Marriage and the Family, 63, pg. 779-792.

Cazacu, H., 1974, Mobilitate sociald, Editura Academiei, Bucuresti.

28



Chelcea, S., 2003, Cum sa redactdam o lucrare de licenta, o tez& de doctorat, un articol
stiintific in domeniul stiintelor socioumane, Editura comunicare.ro, Bucuresti.

Chelcea, S., 2005, Psihologie sociald, Editura Economicé, Bucuresti.

Chircev, A., 1973, Prevenirea insuccesului scolar si asigurarea promovabilitatii tuturor
elevilor, in Practica, creativitate si modernizare in scoald, Casa Corpului didactic, Cluj.
Chiribuca, D., 2004, Tranzitia post-comunista si reconstructia modernitatii in Romania,
Editura Dacia — Eikon, Cluj-Napoca.

Chiribuca, D., Comsa, M., si altii, 1999, Fetele schimbarii. Romanii si provocarile
tranzitiei, Editura Nemira, Bucuresti.

Chiru, 1., 2003, Comunicarea interpersonald, Editura Titronic, Bucuresti.

Ciofu, C., 1998, Interactiunea parinti-copii, Editura Medicala Amaltea, Bucuresti .
Cole,G.M.,Child’sAppealhttp://www.prodidactica.md/viitor_rom/index.htm,accesat
08.01.2010

Coleman J., 1966, Equality of educational Opportunity, Washington DC: US Goverment

Printing Office.

Cooley, C. H, 1964, Human Nature and the Social Order. Schocken, New-York,.
Cormos,V.C., Efectele divortului asupra copilului si a parintelui singur Tn Analele
Universitatii ,,Stefan cel Mare™, Suceava, seria filosofie si discuipline socio umane. Maxim
S.T si Popoveniuc, B., 2006, usv.ro, accesat 25.06.2011

Cosmovici, A., lacob, L., 2005, Psihologie scolara, Editura Polirom, lasi

Créaciunescu. R., 2005, Curs de psihologie sociald, Tipografia Universitatii din Craiova

de Coulounges F., 1984, Cetatea antica, Editura Meridiane, VVol.I-11, Bucuresti.

Cox, M., Paley, B., 1997, Families as systems in Annual Review of Psychology, Vol.48:243-
267.

Dancu, V.S., 2005, Comunicarea simbolica. Arhitectura discursului publicitar, Editura
Eikon, Cluj.

Duck, S ., 2000, Relatii interpersonale, Editura Polirom, lasi.

Durkheim E., 1980, Educatie si sociologie, Bucuresti.

Emery R., 1982, Interparental conflict and the children of discord and divorce.
Psychological Bulletin, 92: 310-330

29


http://www.prodidactica.md/viitor_rom/index.htm

Enos, D.M., Handal, P.J., 1986, Relation of parental marital status and perceived family
conflict to adjustment in white adolescents. Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology,
54:820-24.

Epstein, N.D., Bisho, D.S., 1981, Problem — centered system: therapy of the family,
Brunner/Mazel, New-York.

Ezechil, L., 2002, Comunicarea educationald, Editura Didactica si Pedagogica, Bucuresti.
Fomby, P., Osborne, C., The relative Effects of Family Instability and Mother/Partner
Conflict on Children’s Externalizing Behavior, (versiune electronicd), - accesat 26.08.2010 la
http// crcw.princeton.edu/workingpapers/ WP08-7-FF.pdf

Furstenberg, F.F., Nord, C.W., 1985, Parenting apart: Ptterns of childrearing after marital
disruption. Journal of Marriage and the Family, 47.

Georgescu, A., M., 1998, Educatia si mobilitatea sociald, UBB, Cluj-Napoca.

Ghebrea, G., 2000, Regim social-politic si viatd privatd (Familia si politica familiala in
Romania), Editura Universitatii Bucuresti.

Gheorghe, V., 2005, Efectele televiziunii asupra mintii umane si despre cresterea copiilor in
lumea de azi, editura Evanghelismos, Fundatia Traditia romé&neasca.

Ghetau, V., 1997, Tranzitie si demografie, In Populatie si societate, Nr.1-2

Giblin L., 2000, Arta dezvoltarii relatiilor interumane, Editura Curtea VVeche, Bucuresti.
Giddens,A., 2000, Sociologie, Editura BIC ALL, Bucuresti.

Gilly M., 1976, Elev bun elev slab, Editura Didactica si Pedagogica, Bucuresti.

Giurgiuman, T., 2008, Mijloacele audio-vizuale utilizate in educatie: necesitate sau
modernism?Influenta lor aspra dinamicii dezvoltarii intelectuale, in Albulescu. M., Diaconi.
M.,(cord), Modernism si conservatorism n didactica disciplinelor socio-umane, Casa Cartii
de Stiinta, Cluj-Napoca, pg.186-196.

Giurgiuman, T., Gudea, N., Faragau, D. M., 2009, Teoria educatiei. Reflectii asupra
universului educational, Ed. Academicpress, Cluj-Napoca.

Giurgiuman, T., 2009, Familia si importanta psihologic-formativa a educatiei familiare, in
Musata Bocos, Vasile Chis (coord), Traditii, valori si perspective in stiintele educatiei, Casa
cartii de Stiintd, Cluj-Napoca, pg. 142-144

30



Giurgiuman, T., 2009, Creativitatea si importanta ei in didactica universitard, In Musata
Bocos, Vasile Chis (coord), Traditii, valori si perspective in stiintele educatiei, Casa cartii
de Stiintd, Cluj-Napoca, pg. 76-78.

Goldthorpe, J., Llewelly,C., & Payne, 1987, Social Mobility and Class Structure in Modern
Britain, Clarendon Press, Oxford.

Golea, E., 2006, Rolul familiei in educarea scolarului mic,Editura Eurostampa, Timisoara.
Goodman, N., 1992, Familia, in Introducere in sociologie, Editura Lider, Bucuresti
Guidubaldi, J., Cleminshaw, A.K., Perry, J.D., Mcloughlin, C.S., 1983, The impact of
parental divorce on children: Report of the nationwide NASP study. School Psychology
Review, 12, 300-323

Guttman, J., 1993, Divorce in a Psychological Perspective: Theory and Research,
LawrenceErlbaum Associates;Inc., Hilldale.

Hardyment, Ch.., 2000, Viitorul familiei, Editura Stiintificd, Bucuresti.

Heider, F., 1958, The Psychology of interpersonal Relations, John&Sons, Inc, New-York
Herseni, T., 1982, Sociologie, Editura Stiintifica si Enciclopedica, Bucuresti.

Hetherington, E.M., Cox, M., Cox, R., 1982, Effects of divorce on parents and children, in
M. Lamb (Ed.) Nontraditional families: Parenting and child development, pg. 223-288,
Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum.

Hetherington, E.M., 1999, Should We Stay Together for the Sake of children in
Hatherington, E.M.,Coping with divorce, Single Parenthood and Remarriage: A Risk and
Resilience Perspective, Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Mahwah.

Homans, G.C., 1961, Social behavior: its elementary forms, Routledge and Kagan, Londra
Horn, W., 2001, Wedding bell blues: Marriage and welfare reform. Brookings Review, 19,
39-42

lut P., 2004, Valori, Atitudini si Comportamente sociale, Editura Polirom, lasi.

lut, P., 2005, Sociopsihologia si antropologia familiei, Editura Polirom, lasi.

lut,P., 2001, Sinele si cunoasterea lui. Teme actuale de psihosociologie Editura Polirom,
lasi.

lut, P., 2008, Stari si fenomene ale spatiului domestic in Roméania, Editura Presa
Universitara Clujeana

INS, 1994, Anuarul demografic al Romaniei, CNS, Bucuresti.

31



lonescu, 1., 1997, Sociologia scolii, Editura Polirom, lasi

lonescu, M., Negreanu, E., 2006, Educatia in familie. Repere si practici actuale, Institutul
de Stiinte ale educatiei, Bucuresti.

Jude, 1., 2002, Psihologie scolara si optim educational, Editura Didacticd si Pedagogica,
Bucuresti.

Kellerhals, J., Troutrot, P.Z., Lazega, E., 1984, Microsociologie de la famille, Que sais- je,
PUF.

Krasiko V. G., 2005, Psihologie sociala, Editura EuroPress Group, Bucuresti.

Kulcsar, T., 1978, Factorii psihologici ai reusitei scolare, Editura Didactica si Pedagogica,
Bucuresti.

De Landsheere, G., 1992, Dictionnaire de I’évaluation et de la recherche én education,
Paris: Puf.

Lamb, M.E., 1997, Father and child development: An introductory overview and guide. In
M.E.Lamb, The role of the father in child development 3rd edition, New-York: Wiley, p.1-
18.

Laporte, B., Schweitzer, J., 1995, Scolarizarea si pregatirea profesionala in Raportul
Béncii Mondiale —Pietele fortei de munca si politica sociald in Europa Centrald si de Est,
Editura Centrului de Calcul si statistica sanitard, Bucuresti.

Lascus, V., coord, 2009, Studii de pedagogie sociala si asistenta sociald, Vol. Il, Editura
Napoca Star, Cluj

Lascus, V., (coord), 2010, Studii de pedagogie sociala si asistentd sociald, Vol Il1, Editura
Napoca Star, Cluj.

Lenski, G. E., 1996, Power and Privilege: A Theory of Stratification, New-York, McGrow-
Hill.

Levi, Strauss, Cl., 1978, Antropologie structurala, Editura Politicd, Bucuresti.

Lipset, M., Bendix, R., 1967, Social Mobility in Industrial Society, Berkeley, Los Angeles
Malim, T., 2003, Psihologie sociald, Editura Tehnicd, Bucuresti.

Maslow, A., 1971, The farther reaches of human nature, Viking Press, New-York.

Marx, K., 1973, Capitalul, Vol.lll, in Marx-Engels, Opere, Vol. 24, Editura Modern Britain,
Clarendon Press, Oxford

Mead, G. H., 1967, Mind, Self and Society, The university of Chicago Press, Chicago.

32



Mechanic, D., Hansell, S., 1989, Divorce, family conflict andadolescents’ well being.
Journal of Health and Social Behaviour, 30: 105-16.

Merton, R., Fiske, M., Kendall, P., 1990, The focused interview: A manual of problems and
procedures, 2nd edition, New-York, Free Press

McLanahan, S., 1985, Family structure and the reproduction of poverty. American Journal
of Sociology 90, 873-901

McLanahan, S., Booth, K., 1989, Mother-only families: Problems, prospects and politics.
Journal of Marriage and the Family, 51:557-580

Mc Luhan, M., 1997, Mass media sau mediul invizibil, Editura Nemira, Bucuresti.
Mihailescu, 1., 1999, Familia Tn societatile europene, Editura Univeritatii, Bucuresti.
Mihailescu, 1.,(coord), 2000, De la familie la familii — in loan Mihailescu — Un deceniu de
tranzitie. Situatia copilului si a familiei in Romania, UNICEF, Bucuresti.

Mihu, A., 2008, Sociologie, Editura Eikon, Cluj-Napoca.

Mihu,A., 2002, Antropologie culturald, Editura Dacia, Cluj-Napoca.

Milcu, M., 2005, Psihosociologia relatiilor interpersonale, Editura Polirom, lasi.

Moisin, A., 2007, Arta educérii copiilor si adolescentilor in familie si scoald, Editura
Didactica si Pedagogicd, Bucuresti.

Molnar, M., 1993, Sardcia si protectia sociald, Editura Fundatiei Romania de Maine,
Bucuresti.

Morari, A., 2009, Atitidinile scolare la elevii institutionalizati si din familie, in Studii de
pedagogie sociala si asistenta sociald, Vol. 11, Editura Napoca Star, Cluj.

Moscovici, S., 1998, Psihologia sociala a relatiilor cu celélalt, Editura Polirom, lasi.
Moxnes, K., 2003, Risk factors in Divorce: Perceptions of the Children Involved, Childhood
10.

Murdock, G., 1949, Social structure, New-York, Macmillan.

Narly, C., 1938, Pedagogie generald, Editura Cultura romaneascd, Bucuresti.

Neculau, A., 1983, A fi elev, Editura Albatros, Bucuresti.

Nicola, 1., 1994, Pedagogie, Editura Didactica si Pedagogica, Bucuresti.

Nicola, 1., Dominica Farcas,1996, Pedagogie generald, editura Didacticd si Pedagogica,

Bucuresti.

Olson, D.H., 1984, Families, what makes them work? Londra Sage.

33



Olson, D. H., 1989, Circumplex Model of family systems: family assessment and
intervention in Circumplex Model: Systemic Assessment and Treatment of Families (eds D.
H. Olson, D. H. Sprenkle & C. R. S. Russell), pp. 7 —49. New York: Haworth Press.

Ozunu, D., 1996, Sociopedagogia grupurilor de copii si adolescenti, Editura Genesis, Cluj-
Napoca

Parsons, T., 1951, The social system, Free Press, New-York.

Parsons, T., 1961, Theories of society, The Free Press of Glencoe, INC, a devision of the
Cronwell-Collies Publishing Company.

Piaget J., 1965, Psihologia inteligentei, Editura Stiintifica, Bucuresti

Piketty, Th., 2003, The Impact of Divorce on SchoolPerformance: Evidence from
France,1968-2002,, Centre for Economic Policy Research, versione electronica —accesat
12.08.2010 la http//www.delta.ens.fr/seminaire/tp.pdf

Petrecu, C., Pit, M., Suciu, O., Miut,P., Influenta violentei in familie asupra elevilor de
liceu Tntr-o scoald din Satu Mare Tn Revista de Igiend si Sanatate Public&, vol.58, nr.1/2008,
google ro, accesat 20.05, 2011

Popeanga, V., 1970, Scoala si colectivitatea sociald, Editura Didacticd si Pedagogica,
Bucuresti.

Popenoe, D., 1996, Life without father: Compelling new evidence that fatherhood and
marriage are indispensable for the good of children and society, New-York, Martin Kessler
Books.

Potolea, D., Neacsu, I., Romita, B.I, Panisoara, 1.0 (coord), Succesul si insuccesul scolar,
- In Ecaterina Vrasmas, T.Vrasmas. Pregatirea psihopedagogica, Editura Polirom, lasi,
2008, p.381

Radu, N., V, Martin, M. lonitd, A. Predescu, 1974, Teoria grupurilor si cercetarea
colectivelor scolare, Editura Didactica si Pedagogica, Bucuresti.

Rotariu, T., 1980, Scoala si mobilitatea sociala in tarile capitaliste dezvoltate, Editura
Stiintifica si Enciclopedica, Bucuresti.

Rotariu, T., lHut, P., 1996, Sociologie, editia a 11-a, Editura Mesagerul, Cluj-Napoca.
Rotariu, T., 2003, Demografie si sociologia populatiei. Fenomene demografice, Editura
Polirom, lasi.

Rotariu T., 2006, Metode statistice aplicate in stiintele sociale, editia a 11-a, Polirom, lasi.

34



Rotariu T., llut, P., 2006, Ancheta sociologica si sondajul de opinie. Teorie si practica,
Editura Polirom, lasi.

Rotariu T., 2009, Demografie si sociologia populatiei. Structuri si procese demografice,
Editura Polirom, lasi.

Rotariu T., 2010, Studii demografice, Editura Polirom, lasi.

Rouquette, M.L., 2002, Eseu despre cunoasterea maselor. Eseu de psihologie politica,
Editura Polirom, lasi

Scanzoni, J., 1972, Sexual Bargaining. Power, Politics and the American marriage, Prentice
Hall, New-Jersey.

Scase, R., 1998, Clasele sociale, Editura Du Style, Bucuresti

Sillamy, N., 1996, Larousse, Dictionar de Psihologie, Editura Univers Enciclopedic,
Bucuresti.

Simandan, M., 2006, Identitati si diferentieri sociale, Editura Mirton, Timisoara.

Slater, E., Steward, K.J., Linn, M.W., 1983, The effects of family disruption on adolescent
males and females. Adolescence, 1:931-942

Sorokin, P., 1959, Social and Cultural Mobility, The Free Press, N,Y.

Stahl, P. H., 2002, Familia si scoala, Editura Paideia, Bucuresti.

Stanciulescu, E., 1997, Sociologia educatiei familiale, Editura Polirom, lasi.

Stanoiu, V., Voinea, M., 1983, Sociologia familiei, Universitatea din Bucuresti.

Strunga, C., 1999, Evaluarea scolara, Editura de Vest, Timisoara

Sue Books., 1998, Invisible children in the Society and its Schools, Lawrence Erlbaum
Associates Publishers, Mahwah, New-Jersey.

Tesliuc, C., M., Pop, L., E.D. Tesliuc, 2001, Sardcia si sistemul de protectie sociald, Editura
Polirom, lasi

Todoran D., 1974, Individualitate si educatie, Editura Didactica si Pedagogica, Bucuresti.
Tournier, P., 1996, Dificultati conjugale, Casa Literaturii Crestine, Bucuresti.

Trifan, D.C., 2010, Tranzitia de 20 de ani a societatii romanesti, in Voicu Lascus, coord.,
Studii de pedagogie sociala si asistenta sociald, Vol.Ill, Editura Napoca Star, Cluj.

Tumin, M., 1953, Some Principles of stratification — a Critical Analysis, in ,,The American
Sociological Review”, No. 18/1953

Parkinson, L., 1993, Separarea, Divortul si Familia, Editura Alternative, Bucuresti.

35



Rutter, M., 1970, Sex differences in children’s responses to family stress. In The child in his
family, Vol 1, E.J. Anthony and C. Koupernik, eds. New-York:Wiley

Ungureanu, 1., 1990, Paradigme ale cunoasterii societatii, Editura Humanitas, Bucuresti

Voinea, M., 1994, Restructurarea familiei: modele alternative de viata, Th Sociologie
romaneasca, nr.5/1994

Voinea, M., 2005, Familia contemporand. Mica enciclopedie, Focus, Bucuresti.

Wexler, P., 1987, Social analysis of Education, Routledge, New —York.

Zamfir, C., 1995, Dimensiuni ale saraciei, Editura Expert, Bucuresti.

Zamfir, C., 1999, Politica sociald in tranzitie. Tn Politicile sociale in Romania 1990-1998,
Editura Expert, Bucuresti.

Zamfir, E., Zamfir, C., (coord), 1995, Politici sociale. Romania in context european, -
Mihailescu, 1., Politici sociale in domeniul populatiei si familiei, Editura Alternative,
Bucuresti.

Zamir, C., Vlasceanu, L., (coord), 1998, Dictionar de sociologie, Editura Babel, Bucuresti.
Zlate, M., (coord) 1997, Psihologia vietii cotidiene, Editura Polirom, lasi.

Zlate, M., 1972, Psihologia sociala a grupurilor scolare, Editura Politicd, Bucuresti.
Wallerstein, J.S., Kelly, J.B., 1980, Surviving the breakup: How children and parents cope
with divorce, New-York: basic Books.

Wallerstein, J.S., 1983, Children of divorce: Stress and development tasks, in Gazmezy& M.
Rutter (Eds), Stress, coping and development in children (pp. 265-302), New-York:McGraw-
Hill.

Wallerstein, J.S.,1984, Children of divorce: Preliminary report of a ten-year follow-up of
young children, American Journal of Orthopsychiatry

Wallerstein, J.S., 2005, Growing up in a Divorced Family in Clinical Social Work Journal,
33.

*** Institutul de cercetare a calitatii vietii, lunie, 2001, Bucuresti

*** http://www.realitatea.ro, accesat in 16.02.2010

***hitp://www.tashy.ro/raport-unicef-1600000-de-saraci-in-romania/,accesat 06.01.2010
*** http://antena3.ro/stiri/Romania/studiu UNICEF in 2009, accesat in 20.11.2010

*** http://www.stresslesscountry.com/childsappeal/index.html accesat in 08.03.2011

36


http://www.realitatea.ro/
http://www.tashy.ro/raport-unicef-1600000-de-saraci-in-romania/
http://antena3.ro/stiri/Romania/studiu UNICEF �n 2009
http://www.stresslesscountry.com/childsappeal/index.html accesat �n 08.03.2011

***http://iccv.ro/oldiccv/romana/resita/rcalvit/cb 2003.1.a03.pdf, Popescu, Raluca, 2003,
Calitatea vietii, XIV, nr.1, accesat 06.08.2010
*** http: //[www.prodidactica.md/viitor/Viitor _rom/index.htm, accesat 24.02.2011

*** http: www.old.edu/~jolson/343/Cox

***http://www.nationmaster.com/graph/peo_div_rat_-people-divorce-rate,accesat26.
04.2010

*** http://www. Interscience.wiley.com/jpages/0022-2445, Amato, P.R., Cheadle,J.,

accesat 20.05.2010

*** http://www.avoconsult.ro, accesat 18.05.2011

*** http://webs.wofford.edu/novatkacm/Abnormal%?20 child/Pedro-Carrol 1985.pdf, accesat
06.07.2010

*** http://site.famillomberdet.no/files/ A%20prospective%20studz%20divorce%20 and 20%
parent-child, accesat 26.08.2010
***http://fathersforchange.org/images/adult-children_and_their_father.pdf,accesat
04.07.2010

*** http://www.integralworld.net/edwards18.html, accesat 07.02.2011

*** http://www.ires.com.ro/articol/101/perceptia-publica-a—colii-romanesti,

accesat 10.04.2011

***http://www.ag.ndsu.edu/pubs/famsci- Geraldine Bosch, Kim Bushaw, accesat 28.05.2011
***http ://www.unige.ch/fapse/SSE/teachers/perrenoud/php_main/php_2002/2002_33.html

Perrenoud, Ph., 2002. Réussir a I’école: tout le curriculum, rien que le curriculum !

Université de Genéve , accesat 18.02.2011.

37


http://iccv.ro/oldiccv/romana/resita/rcalvit/cb 2003.1.a03.pdf
http://www.old.edu/~jolson/343/Cox
http://www.nationmaster.com/graph/peo_div_rat_-people-divorce-rate,accesat
http://www/
http://www.avoconsult.ro/
http://webs.wofford.edu/novatkacm/Abnormal
http://site.famillomberdet.no/files/A prospective studz divorce
http://fathersforchange.org/images/adult-children_and_their_father.pdf
http://www.integralworld.net/edwards18.html
http://www/
http://www.ag.ndsu.edu/pubs/famsci-
http://www.unige.ch/fapse/SSE/teachers/perrenoud/php_main/php_2002/2002_33.html

