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Summary 

 

      This paper is intended as a comprehensive study that can be regarded as a deciphering of the 

historical, national, and religious resorts of the Chioar Country, kept in archives and related to 

decisive historical moments of Transylvania. The work devoted to this "country" lacking almost 

completely (the subject was treated roughly by Kádár Josef in Szolnok-Dobokavármegye 

Monographiája, volumes II-VII, with a more obvious bias in Kövár Videkenek Szentgyörgyi 

Mary, and less subjectivity in  The nobility Chioar of Hossu Valer  and from a geographical 

point of view by Angelica Puscas in The Chioar County - regional geography study), the 

historiographical approach, in the strict sense of the term, was completed and studied by the 

religious and national land valences so that the micro-monographies of the localities develop a 

monograph with the subject indicated, namely The Chioar County - church and national life, 

from 1848 to 1918. 

 

       The study of the Chioar county is spread over four chapters, with subsections for each, thus 

Chapter I - The Historical and Geographical Context, the Second Chapter - The National Life, 

followed by the Third Chapter for Church (Religious) Life and the last chapter captures the 

parish monographs, providing a journey highlighted by original documented archival 

information, especially funds of the State Archives of Baia Mare and Cluj-Napoca, religious 
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edited sources, ie Şematisme and Calendars Orthodox and different Greek Catholic Şematisme 

and Roman Catholic and specialized studies and articles that were vague links between the data 

and sometimes contradictory. And, of course, field research has confirmed or denied, or has 

completed or has deeper assumption, diachronic and synchronic playing a picture of a land 

coveted by Transylvanian Hungarian kings and principles, but also perceived as a shield in 

front of the Principality of Baia Mare mining area . But it should be noted that reconstruction 

was based on the skeleton the Chioar life offered by the literature, which gives, in general, 

historical, national and religious events. 

     Chapter I values the information, describing the Historical and geographical context 

motivated by the two sub-chapters which reveal the establishing of the Chioar District, the 

image of the citadel, since this administrative-territorial unit of the Principality of Transylvania 

is the eponym of The City of Stone, that is Kővàr in Hungarian. Binding its existence to the 

"forests of Finteuş, Chechis, and Salaj", which were, in fact, local community unions, forests 

sheltering them and protecting them from demolition, recorded when entering the Hungarian 

rule in Transylvania, through documents from 1199, 1231, and 1246, when this land was 

donated to the local community by Hungarian kings, especially of Satmar, and the document of 

1246 goes to the family-Keled Guth, that's Pal, son of Nicholas, and then Stephen Nyitra, so 

that at the beginning of the 14th c. Desiderius of Elewanth becomes the first generation of 

military leaders of Carol Robert of Anjou, known to be the first owner of the castle. Thus, the 

city is attested during the riots of 1316 - 1317, but it was a city of earth that was burned and 

destroyed, but Louis I, sensing its importance to the North-Western part of Transylvania will 

resettle in an isolated place, a loop of the Lapus river, as a strategic stronghold on a road of salt 

entering both the land owned by the Transylvanian princes and that of local rulers, since King 

Louis of Anjou donated the land of the Maramures princes Balc and Drag in order to receive 

the princes' royal support. However, although the literature identifies "two cities", one of land 

and another its strategic relocation of stone, acquiring an important role in the history of 

Transylvania in 1718 even after its destruction because of the domain built around it, the 

documents from 1246 refer to an older form of the city "Magni fossa Andree," kept in the 

tradition of the place, between the brook and the hills Berchez Faget, that it may be the first 

form of the city, known as the City of Stone.  

        The donation of the Stone City to the princes of the Maramures area in 1367, will lead to 

the establishment of the distinct administrative-territorial units, with its heart in "kastrum 

Kővár" through a process of confirmation and division between the sons and grandsons of the 
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Maramures princes recognized by tax assessments, the Leles convention in 1405 and 1424, an 

act that represents, for the many areas of the province, the first document. The Drăgoşeşti and 

then their descendents, the strong family of Dragffy, created a powerful autonomous district in 

the Chioar region through local princes, recognized and tolerated by the Hungarian kings, even 

after the uprising of Gheorghe Doja, when the Hungarian Diet tried the dissolution of the 

princes "over the lower stratum." So that at the death of the last descendant Dragffy Gaspar in 

1555, Chioar was organized in 11, then 12 voivodships, while in 1549 is certified for the first 

time the Kővár district, whose autonomy is due to the military's role and obligations of the 

border city, with all that belonged to The Middle Solnoc. Land records in 1560 and 1566 reveal 

this aspect of the Chioar, a master or district autonomous area totaling 67 villages, two 

Hungarian: Lapusel and Berchez, the rest being Romanian, so that in 1603 the number rose to 

94 villages.  

      Interesting is the situation in the 12th and 13th district, for in 1615, the city and surrounding 

area are declared by the Diet tax in its own right, and according to the decree of Gabriel Bethlen 

could not donate the "de jure perpetuo" but only "inscriptio" , that could not sell, use and 

dispose of it only. In these circumstances, a significant community of free peasants developed, 

riflers and the gentry - "nemeşimea" - having the military services obtained from different 

privileges and rights. As such, the field was twice subordinated, belonging to the administrative 

and fiscal Hungarian Principality, but gradually became private property in most of the family 

of Count Teleki, who became the supreme master of the city in 1662.   

      Although in 1718 the Chioar citadel was destroyed by the guns of the Rabutin general, the 

authorities saw in it a nest of anti-Habsburg resistance, because here Francis Rakoczy was 

housed, the district's organization remains the same for the following century, that is the 

eighteenth century, with two fairs, and 88 villages grouped into two circles, the mountain and 

Copalnic, because in the nineteenth century before the Revolution of 1848, to remain only one 

fair, a "prediu", and 90 villages, which were grouped in six administrative nets - Berchez, Boiu 

Great, Count Great Şomcuta, Şoimuşeni and Vad.  

     The district dissolution was determined by the law of 1876, the Carpathian arc was 

organized only in counties that will be Chioar dismantled its settlements are divided between 

the two neighboring counties, ie Solnoc-Dobâca and accounting for 41 localities in the southern 

district , while 38 common in rural districts Şomcuta, Berchez, Boiu, Vad and Mire will feed 

into the county of Satu Mare. 
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     Chapter II, The National District, captures life with pre-Revolutionary bourgeois elements, 

and status acquired during the events of 1848, the organization and administrative 

reorganization after the Revolution, with the involvement of priests in a particular way by 

supporting schools, confessionals, and the actions of Astra as a superior synthesis of all 

Romanian aspirations of emancipation.  

       Situated in the context of the Revolution of 1848, the state of discontent and protest the 

Chioar caused by the decision in April 1848, the Standing Committee of the district to annex 

Şomcuta to Hungary, is explained, but the events that followed will print a new image on this 

land. All these actions have degenerated into a riot, the first one being a form of social protest 

against the conditions being implemented by the Teleki family, but then, when authorities 

support the Count the rebels organize themselves with the support of Colonel Urban, supporter 

of the Romanians, and then under the leadership of Atanasie Moţ Dâmbu, former commander 

of the border campaign of Zagra XI. Keeping alive and animated image of medieval district of 

empirical forms of national consciousness in August they managed to banish the forces of 

repression and the authorities on 4 October 1848, the royal house of hay the Chioar decided the 

country's autonomy, declaring it Athanasius hill Lieutenant General Mot district. In these 

circumstances, the district will be state within a state, from October till December, when the 

rebellion will be crushed under the military General Bem, although since November clashes 

with the Hungarian authorities coordinated by Major Katona was strong, the District will have 

their own organization, giving the same month in October, a proclamation to the people in nine 

points, a sort of constitution, which required that "the two peoples to live in peace, peace, 

understanding and obedience".  

       If after the bourgeois revolution until 1861, the district was organized administratively into 

three sub-districts: Şomcuta, Buteasa, and Copalnic-Mănăştur, Captain Sigismund Pop supreme 

commander between 1861-1878, according to the tables of tax, administrative organization was 

determined by the four nets: Berchez, Mireşul Mare, Boiu Mare, and Şoimuşeni, the district 

administrative center is at Şomcuta. Interestingly, land records from the 16th - 17th c.  remember 

two Hungarian villages, Berchez and Lapusel, while they will be categorized tables of tax, the 

period mentioned as mixed Hungarian villages, Catalina and Coltău. It should be noted that for 

this period, the personality of the supreme commander remains representative of the district, 

between 1854 and 1864, Sigismund Pop, which, though government officials, understood the 

need of the overwhelmingly national population, strengthening their national conscience by the 
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official declaration of the Romanian language in 1861, and the establishment of  the Romanian 

Gymnasium in Somcuta in 1862. 

      Chapter III illustrates The religious life of the district, from deciphering the first religious 

forms, which can only be assumed for lack of documents, reaching the status of grammar 

(DIAC) - "literatus" as revealed by the documents of the 17th - 18th centuries, to then note the 

Orthodox - Catholic Greek census from 1760-1762, where the Orthodox religion predominated, 

despite the sustained influence of the church united with Rome, as in the 1829-1831 census of 

the Greek Catholic Church to represent 72.80% of the district. Then, after the Revolution of 

1848, religious life is monitored, both on the census of 1850, 1857, 1880, 1900 and 1910 

establishing the percentage of religious and the rise of the Reformed, Roman Catholics and 

Iraelites or Greek Catholics is small, but also that of the Orthodox and the religious 

organization of these religions according to the superior religious orders. Thus, Orthodox, 

Orthodox Deanery land have a stone fortress, the parishes being found in particular in the 

North-East of the region and three parishes in the district center, which Diocese under the 

jurisdiction of Sibiu, Greek Catholic Diocese belonged to Gherla, founded in 1853, and the 

Romanians have the Chioar Vicariate district with districts or Ciocmani Csokmányensis, 

Kópolnokmonostoriensis or Manastur, Napradensisi or Năprezi, or Count and 

Nagysomkutiensis Nagynyiresiensis or Şomcutei. Roman Catholics and Reformed were under 

the jurisdiction of the Diocese of Satu-Mare, but the confession that were in territories the 

Chioar parish offices being found only for Roman Catholics in the Şomcuta, while the 

Reformed were in Berchez, Lapusel, Şomcuta, Colt, and even Catalina Satulung, although the 

last village church of this denomination there. Also, for the Reformed it should be noted that 

adherence to this religion is right after 1570, when according to archival documents Baia Mare 

believers convert in massive numbers to the Lutheran Reformed religion, in the same situation 

being Berchez, while Coltău quickly follows suit, but converting to Reformed Calvinism.  

       The ethnic configuration of the district reveals the overwhelming presence of ethnic 

Romanians, over 83% even before the First World War, with all the different ways 

Magyarization came, and yet nearly half of the family property was the Chioar Teleki. A 

conservative family in terms of Roman Catholic confession, if it considers that the Hungarian 

population of the district was largely reformed, but also nationalistic in that they donate the land 

needed for the building of the Reformed Church in Coltau.   

       The sub-chapter dedicated to the convergences and divergences between Orthodox and 

Greek Catholics reveal a double dimension - a positive one at turning points for the Romanian 
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people, when they served together, built schools, lectured in schools in the same buildings or 

were ministers for other religions, but also a negative one if we pursue the transitions from one 

religion to another, motivated by conflicts between believers and priests, cantors, and even the 

admiration for priests of other denominations. 

         The last chapter, the fourth is dedicated to the Monographs of the Chioar District 

Parish, following the moment of the citadel's certification, while reporting a place of worship, 

religious and national life illustrations, especially the thematic range 1848 - 1918, giving the 

priest nominal sometimes cantor, especially in subsidiaries, because it often was for him the 

religious act, but also the teacher, the triad being developed as a national consciousness that 

was enhanced by empirical form, translated by content, stability, and ancient religious moral 

values. If the first chapter we stopped on the wooden churches of the district, for the most part 

recognized as historic monuments, without neglecting the aspects of religious and national life, 

in the second chapter we exploited all the localities of Chioar, for some varied information 

allowing us to address in greater detail, further, however, it is schematically rendered, perhaps 

mostly because it was a subsidiary of parishes and priests and teachers were in the matrix, and 

others, few in number, have certification in the modern era, in fact hamlets of localities. 

     From this so varied  universe we draw the oldest churches, such as the Sacalaseni in 1442, 

according to the inscription in the nave, of Topliţa in 1535 recorded the Greek Catholic 

Şematismele of Lemniu, even if it was demolished, in the Summer of 1571, the church at 

Vălenii Somcutei specialists assigned to the sixteenth century or the beginning of the 

seventeenth century (but tradition says that the renovation in 1845 to found a church foundation 

stone that said year 1171 ), and churches in the eighteenth century, Coruia respectively, with a 

hectic life, following the center of the village church of Letca serfs, that in 1665, the Post - and 

Purcaret 1675 - 1698, although for the latter Some schools assign them the following 

documents. These and others in the eighteenth century are historic monuments, but there are 

churches in this century in other localities as well, such as Berchez, Berinţa, Buteasa, Ciocmani, 

Copalnic-Surduc - church in the valley, Old Preluca Cozla and that have been declared 

historical monuments, except the church of Coaş, which enjoys this assessment. Interestingly, 

some localities had two places of worship, and we do not mean Sălniţa and Copalnic-Surduc 

where Orthodox and Greek-Catholic religions were almost equally represented, but to those 

communities that represent the church to impose social status, namely a church Nemes serfs 

and another, as in Coaş, Coruia and Letca. What should be noted is that the serf churches of 

Coas and Coruia are very neetly kept and illustrating the deep connection of serfs with ancient 
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faith even if name has taken a Western form, and even more for Coruia, when in the gentry's 

church were no longer held services since it was heavily damaged, they "imposed" their social 

position by a selected location in the serfs' church and by church clothes. Also, for some 

localities mentioned Uniatism recognition year, Lăuşel - 1792 Copalnic-Surduc - 1800 (for the 

church in the valley), the Valley Chioar - 1810, Coas - 1815, Sălniţa - 1825 (in half of the 

village remained Orthodox) Satulung - 1829, Remeţi on Somes - 1830, Ciula - 1836 Culcea - 

1842 and Poieniţa - 1847 imprinted, seemingly from the church hierarchy the confession, being 

aware that most believers just follow the old beliefs, without being tributary to religious 

appellation. In the dedication of churches, most places of worship were dedicated to the Holy 

Archangels Michael and Gabriel, but stand and honor of St. Nicholas (Frâncenii Boiului, 

Remetea, Tulghieş, Pribileşti, Româneşti, Ciolt, Preluca Veche, Danesti, Remetea on Somes 

etc.), the Saint Parascheva (Lucăceşti, Ciocmani, Stejera, Fericea, Curtuiusul Mare, Vad - the 

church with the early twentieth century dedicated to Saints Peter and Paul), Assumption 

(Sacalaseni, Buteasa, Purcarete) and the Holy Martyr Demetrius (Pit, Ruşor and Copalnic-

Mănăştur). Among the distinguished patronage for this land are the Virgin Birth - Întrerâuri, 

Holy Trinity - New Preluca, Saints Peter and Paul - Şomcuta the Holy Prophet Elijah - Post and 

St. Anne, namely conception of St. Anna - Coruia. 

 

       With a rich, synthesizing a range of information from different areas - historical, 

geographical, theological and social - this paper constitutes a valuable document that allows for 

the decoding of religious, national, and historical life aspects of the Chioar Country. 
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