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SUMMARY

The Ph.D. thesis entitled The Church, State and, Nation as viewed by some Romanian
Politicians from Transylvania (1848-1918). An Orthodox Approach, is the outcome of the
personal perception that in our historiography there was a lack of synthetic works that analysed in
a unitary manner the intimate relationships between the ecclesiastical space, the laic space and
the evolution of the political concepts with the Transylvanian Romanian people. Considering the
level of our present research, we came to the conclusion that the author himself at his turn cannot
write a synthesis, but rather a description in detail of a well-defined area, the Orthodox space,
with a further proposal to extend the research in this field. The biographical and ideas analysis of
ten striking Transylvanian personalities belonging to the Orthodox faith (of which five are
hierarchs and five are secular national cause fighters) helped us highlight the common concepts
as well as the distinguishing even contrary ideas, with respect to the Church — State — Nation
relationship.

The first chapter of the thesis is dedicated to a theological al and history-related
interpretation of the relationship between the three bodies mentioned above, where The Church
was placed at the heart of the comparison. Thus we found out that between the Orthodox Church
and the Romanian Nation there occurs in time a process of symbiosis. The Romanian spirit is
mainly defined by belonging to the right faith, as the Romanian people was formed in a cultural
matrix defined by both Latinity and Orthodoxy. For ages, the Romanian school was linked to the
Church and the education of generations was supported by the clergy too. The clergy were not
asked to enlighten the way to the salvation of the soul, but also to the earthly knowledge. The
Romanian Orthodox Church has contributed to defining the Romanian spirit, to carving this spirit
similar to a jeweller’s work with gems and to prepare it for the moment of the statement of its
identity.

The Church - State relationship has been, however, quite wavy in the lands dwelt by the
Romanians. It is for this reason that the phrase ,,symphony and antagonism” suits best to this
relationship manifestation. Since Middle Ages, some of the State leaders used to see the Church
as a necessary political institution and not only the keeper of the right faith. In this context,

conflicts between rulers and church hierarchs were present, authority often interfered brutally and



church autonomy was often violated. However, in general, the State and Church worked together
fairly to the interest of the Nation. Modern times brought about political reorganisations which
affected in-depth the former status of the Church and brought new relationship patterns between
them. The phenomenon of secularisation had come to light in Europe since the 18th century in an
ideological format, but was implemented by the political power only after the French Revolution.
In the United Romanian Principalities, Alexandru loan Cuza made the first steps forward by
massive secularisation and beheading an important part of the Orthodox Church autonomy,
partially because he wanted to diminish the influence of the Greek Orthodoxy, and partially
because he wanted to show that the State had a predominant position over the Church. In this
way, the Church lost some of its previous rights in favour of the Nation; though the practices
used are debatable the final aim remained the prosperity of the Romanian spirit.

For the Transylvania and Banat people the situation was totally different. Here the
(Hungarian or Austrian) State had been a rival for The Church, as well as for the Romanian
Nation, all along this time. Even from the beginning of the Middle Ages, both were subjected to
acculturation processes, some of them even accelerated processes aiming at changing nation al
faith and national spirit. These processes were successful only in some of the Romanian nobles,
while the solid body of the people opposed to them and stopped them. Clergy and lay men,
priests and farmers aside, resisted for generations to the pressure of the authorities, maintained
their faith and ethnicity, increased the number of those who improved by learning even after the
most massive experiment of changing religion: the unification with Rome, and the Catholic
Church.

Under the pressure of the Austrian State, The Romanian Orthodox Church of
Transylvania lost its historic rights (Mitropoly and autonomy), and in the first half of the 19th
century it started the fight of regaining these rights. Before 1848-1849, personalities such as the
would-be Mitropolite Andrei Baron de Saguna or the would-be bishop loan Popasu, still at the
beginning of their career, had a double fold aim, that of going on with the spiritual and material
development of their parishioners and to strengthen The Orthodox Church and bring it back to its
former rights.

They joined the 1848 Revolution having similar ideals with other Romanian leaders:
Victor Babes, losif Hodos, Ilie Macelariu. Some of them, on the battlefields (Hodos, Macelariu),

some in administrative and diplomatic environments (Saguna, Popasu), some beside the people



(Babes), all worked together to regain national and church-related rights. The programs of the
Romanian revolution that can be found in my thesis are evidence that in 1848 national
emancipation went hand in hand with church-based emancipation: the separation from the
Serbian Mitropolite church and the recognition of Orthodoxy as an equal in rights religion. The
years of the revolution also showed a unity in action and vision of the leaders, be they clerical or
lay, as they all understood that only in union they could face the new threat of the Austrian
monarchy that is the radical Hungarian Kossuth nationalism.

The Austrian victory nurtured the hopes of the Romanians to have their desiderata
fulfilled but the setting of the absolute regime demolished them again. Minor gains existed
however both for the Church, and Nation. The Church did not receive the hierarchical separation,
but the personality of Andrei Saguna became visible in the Viennese milieu and so the support to
set up autonomy anticipating institution was gained: the Theological and Pedagogical Institute of
Sibiu Diocese Printing house, the newspaper “Telegraful Roman/Romanian Telegraph”. The
Romanian nation gained the abolishment of serfdom and the entrance of more co-nationals
among Transylvanian administration officers, the latter being the nucleus of the future political
class of the liberal and dualist period. In the same period, the first elements of the political split
between the clergy and the laymen appeared, in the background of the dominant position and
influence of Vienna, obtained by bishop Saguna versus the radical 1988 lay representatives: G.
Baritiu, S. Barnutiu and others.

The liberal rule represents a short interval of hopes and achievements (1860-1865), when
the Romanian Church and Nation from Transylvania acted jointly to gain rights. Successes
seemed to be significant for both parties: the political and national organisation, the setting up of
”ASTRA”, the Sibiu Dieta and its laws, the hierarchical separation, the autonomy for the
Orthodox Mitropolite Church. While political gains proved to be ephemeral as dualism
diminished them, the church related ones were recognised by the Hungarian state and perpetuated
until the historical year of 1918. In these circumstances, the breaking between the national lay
leaders and the church leaders occurred, as the formed thought it was more suitable for the Nation
to continue the radical political fight, while the latter was given a secondary role, with its leaders
not taking part anymore in the decision-making process.

The following two chapters of the thesis stared from these premises; five portraits are

made in each of these chapters for ecclesiastical and lay leaders involved in the political life of



the Romanians from Transylvania. Each portrait follows the life and activity of the personality in
question and highlights the biography landmarks and their approach to the relationship of the
Church, State and Nation. The ten personalities chosen by the author are: Mitropolite Andrei
Saguna, Bishop loan Popasu, Mitropolite Miron Romanul, Mitropolite and Vasile Mangra and
Bishop Roman Ciorogariu (Chapter II), and respectively Vincentiu Babes, Ilie Macelariu, Iosif
Hodos, Alexandru Mocioni, Valeriu Braniste (Chapter I11).

Mitropolite Andrei Saguna imposed from the beginning of his career by features that
heightened him above the majority of the contemporaries: education and vast theological
knowledge, moral profile, and a special political sense that made him become the recoverer of the
Transylvanian Orthodoxy shape. It is obvious that the triangle Church — State — Nation, always
put on the first place The Church as Andrei Saguna (and the other church leaders following him
thought The Church as having not only a spiritual dimension, but also a step towards national
development. His conservative, rigorous, disciplined spirit suited to the time and made him gain
the appreciation of the Emperor himself. But the contacts with the lay leaders of the national
movement and the political sense pointed out to him that liberalism was the way of the epoch to
come and he embraced this thought. The expression of this understanding is the Organic Statute
of The Romanian Orthodox Church from Transylvania, a work of ecclesiastical legislation that
appeared much ahead of the moment of its conception.

Under Andrei Saguna, The Romanian Orthodox Church regained its autonomy, was
separated hierarchically from the Patriarch of Carlovit, Mitropolite offices was put back to place,
the church Constitution mentioned was elaborated. Saguna reached these gains with the lay
intellectuals help; they were given by the State, more exactly the Emperor, as a sign of trust in the
Romanian hierarch and the Romanian nation. Parallel to it, Saguna was concerned with the
internal church organisation, religious education and, in general, all details defining the step
towards modern times for Transylvanian Orthodoxy.

As he saw the role of The Church placed between the State and Nation as a mediator of
the relationship, of fighting to gain national rights from political authorities, and having a strong
position in the political decisions of the nation, Saguna came into conflict with lay politicians
during dualism because the latter denied the capacity of The Church to politically represent the

Nation. These misunderstandings, partially caused by the failure to recover the Bishopry of



Timisoara, made the de jure followers, Nicolae Popea and loan Popasu, not be elected or
confirmed by the Mitropolite Office.

Bishop loan Popasu, after three decades of protopresbiterial pastorship in Brasov, where
he became prominent both nationally and in church activities, was sent by his Mitropolite to
organize the newly set Bishopry from Caransebes, in 1864. At that moment, I. Popasu was
recognised among the Transylvanian Romanians: he had been member of many Romanian
delegations to Vienna, fighting for national and religious rights; he was the founder of the
Orthodox Romanian Gymnasium of Brasov; he was the right hand of Andrei Saguna, the most
loyal archpriest, the best trained in religious and administrative matters. When he became the
bishop of Caransebes a new spirit was felt in his eparchy. With the help of his parishioners, he
created and supported the necessary institutions (the Theological Institute, Printing House,
Diocese Bookshop, the journal “Foaia diecezana/Diocese paper”), the school network of Banat
was enlarged, the religious body aimed at developing moral order and national spirit among the
people was prepared.

His vision related to the relationship Church — State was similar to that of A. Saguna,
while with respect to Church — Nation relationship, Popasu was less conservative. Probably this
was due to the fact that he worked as archpriest for three decades, he struggled to involve
community, that is nation, permanently in church projects, to impress a symbiotic spirit to the
two entities. His actions let us perceive rather the wish to cooperate that to rank The Church and
Nation, which seemed equal partners in the common resistance against the oppressive State.

The portrait dedicated to Mitropolite Miron Romanul underlines the means through which
he tried to save Orthodox autonomy and how the inconsistency of the actions of other
representatives made him go away from the national movement. In fact, Miron Romanul
protested against every law aiming at Magyar turning the people, had a political attitude
expressed in the Hungarian parliament, and tried to minimise the effects of such laws in the local
school and church administration. Politically, he supported the setting up of the Romanian
Moderate Governmental Party and came into conflict with many national leaders among which
V. Babes and Mocioni family, who had given him support to become Mitropolite. His tough
attitude concerning kindergartens and civil marriage laws brought about the adverse position of

the Hungarian government, rumours of his dismissal being heard.



His actions show that his main concern was to safeguard the interests of the Orthodox
Church, perceived as a large group of believers that is integrated in the Nation. When this meant
to assume political principles contrary to the majority in the national movement, Miron Romanul
did not hesitate to Take an activist tactics, not pushed by the Hungarian government, but as a
personal model, as he was a Romanian parliamentarian in the Hungary Parliament before being a
bishop and Mitropolite.

The fourth personality in our analysis was Mitropolite Vasile Mangra. Active national
fighter since youth, he assumed the political line of the Tribunists. Their conception and activist
tradition from the West sides made him support the need to leave passive attitude and, in this
sense, he tried to form an alliance of oppressed nationalities in Hungary. But his political
activities, Memorandum related and the organisation of the Council of Nationalities made him
hated by the government and prevented him being confirmed as Arad Bishop.

As a vicar of Oradea, he intensely organised The Orthodox Church of the area, so that his
follower, Roman Ciorogariu, was left with a solid material basis and an educated clergy body.
His conception on Church and Nation is rooted in Saguna’s ideas: The Church is an entity
superior to Nation, with particular features to be affirmed and supported. Consequently, the
servers of the church should normally be best suited to become national rulers and leaders.
Starting from this idea, V. Mangra accepted, in 1910, to candidate on the Tisza Party lists so that
he was strongly criticised by national leaders and these critics could not erase the goods deeds
and acts to support the nation; they become even more virulent in 1916, when elected with the
help of the government as a Mitropolite.

Following Saguna’s model, Mangra tried to keep a balance between the Church and State
requirements while supporting the Nation. Historical conditions changed in the meantime, so that
his attempt failed showing that The Romanian Orthodox Church of Transylvania could not be
subjected anymore to the pressures of the Hungarian State as they affected irreparably the whole
Nation.

The last portrait in chronological succession belongs to Bishop Roman Ciorogariu. |
chose his example as his portrait is similar to that of V. Mangra up to a point and suddenly it
becomes the opposite of it. R. Ciorogariu began like Mangra, as a teacher of the Theological
Institute of Arad. Then he manifested as radically from a political point of view but less visibly.

His entire life before becoming vicar of Oradea, was dedicated to serving Church and Nation, in



the educational field, as a manager of the Arad Theological School. He was a supporter of V.
Mangra until 1910, when he condemned his act though not personally attacking the latter. After
becoming the vicar of Oradea, he continued the work of his predecessor. He did not give up the
nationalist attitude even against the decisions of his former friend, the new Mitropolite.

This dignified attitude brought his praise, and within The new Romanian state his Oradea
vicarship became an epicopate. There, he actively organised the place, similar to what Popasu did
half a century ago. His vision goes hand in hand with new times. Besides the spiritual and
educational dimension of the religious activity, he believed in its cultural dimension too. It was to
complete and continue the educational dimension, spreading belief and underlining the historic
tight connection between the Church and Nation. As for the relationship Church — State, in the
new frame of Greater Romania, R. Ciorogariu fought that secularisation affected as little as
possible Orthodoxy, even in the Senate of Romania.

In Chapter 111, these portraits are continued with those of five lay leaders, also arranged in
a chronological order. The first portrait belongs to Vincentiu Babes, a representative personality
for the entire 19th century. Humble origins, the work of a lifetime, the national spirit of his
actions, the involvement in all the Romanian political activities from 1848 to the Memorandum,
gained a place to V. Babes in the pantheon of the nation. Politically, his activity was oriented to
gaining the rights of his nation back and to fight dualist tendencies in the Habsburg Empire.

In the liberal period, as a Romanian representative in the Hungarian Parliament, as a
journal writer and lawyer he demanded and supported the political recognition of the Romanian
nation and of its religion. He was also involved in regulating the hierarchical separation process
and he tried to gain the rights of the Romanian Orthodoxy in the court. He was also an active
member in church synods and congresses. Last but not least, he permanently supported the ideas
in the Memorandum, but due to the conflicts with national leaders he was forced to withdraw.

For V. Babes, the State should be a moment of equilibrium giving every nation the right
to prosper, not an inhibiting instrument like the Austrian or Hungarian dualist states. As for the
Church, he saw in it a fundamental institution for the nation that had to act according to the
tactics of the lay political leaders.

These opinions were also shared by Ilie Macelariu, the first president of the Romanian
National Party from Transylvania. Active participant in the revolution from 1848, Macelariu was

also hired as local and government administrative officer until 1868, when he was dismissed
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because of being too militant in the Parliament from Budapest. During the liberal epoch, he was
one of the most important Romanian leaders, member of delegations to Vienna, member of the
national Councils of 1861 and 1863 and member of Sibiu Dieta. After 1865, he was a
parliamentarian in Hungarian Parliament, where he fought for the rights of his nation and dared
used Romanian language in his speeches. As he was convinced that election passivity was the
best form of protest, in 1869, he organised the Conference from Miercurea, and put the basis of
the first National Romanian Party in Transylvania.

During this time he also fought to hierarchically separate the church and mitropoly. Since
1861, he defended the project of church reorganisation drawn by losif Hodos, evidence that he
also wanted to be involved in the life of The Church. His modern ideas let us perceive utopian
secularising tendencies among which that all Romanian communities with mixed religions should
choose between Orthodoxy and United Greek Catholic Church to form compact block that could
oppose to disnationalisation and manifest united in politics. His conception on Church — Nation
relationship sees the former as only an institution serving the people, cancelling practically its
spiritual purpose and foreseeing the metamorphoses to come at the beginning of the 20th century.

Besides Micelariu, Iosif Hodos also represents a marking national movement leader. His
activities also had a similar path, though his higher education (law in the University of Padova)
enabled him be appointed deputy county representative for Zarand; in this position, he
represented the Romanians in the Hungarian Parliament for ten years. He militated for the
political equality of the Romanian nation with the rest of the nations in Hungary, for a fair law for
nationalities, for local political representation. Like Ilie Macelariu, he supported the principle of
national autonomy within a federal state as he considered that only such a political system
enabled a nation to protect itself from the abuses of the State.

His view on the Church — Nation relationship can be seen from the church reorganisation
project made in 1860, which anticipates part of the reforms later included in the Organic Statute,
such as annual synods, proportional mixed representation, control boards, etc. Such measures, in
his vision, aimed at transforming The Church in an institution following the model of lay
institution, an auxiliary for the nation, in a similar to Macelariu’s opinions.

The fourth national leader presented is Alexandru Mocioni. Descendant of a family with
traditions in the political and national struggle, A. Mocioni entered politics early, immediately

after graduation; he was elected Banat Romanian deputy in the Parliament of Hungary. He
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defended the idea of political autonomy, saying that a nation can develop only within a proper
state framework; in Hungary this framework could be obtained only by self governing for every
nation. He was among the few political leaders that developed the theory related to Nation. A.
Maocioni considered that nation is given as a natural right that could not be replaced by any form
of association, hence it was higher level than The Church. The leader from Banat was also
involved in the religious life of the Transylvanian Orthodoxy as a lay deputy in diocese and
mitropolite congresses and in the disputes of the Romanian communities concerning hierarchical
separation. Unfortunately, the material on this topic is still unknown to the public entirely, as it is
kept in the Mocioni family fund of the National Archives of Bucuresti.

Valeriu Braniste is the last on our list of national leaders. He was born in Transylvania,
but he run his activity throughout all the Romanian provinces existing in the dualist monarchy as
a journalist for Transylvania, Banat and Bucovina. Formed in the context of a younger and more
impetuous generation, with a more radical spirit and with more democratic ideals (we could call
these ideals as more leftist, in fact), V. Braniste tried for a life to actively support the growth of
his nation, because he was convinced of the dialectic nature of the relationship between the
dualist State and the Romanian Nation. In his vision, the Nation has to grow by its own efforts
against the inhibiting measures of the State and the progress could only be achieved by a social
middle class, named bourgeoisie retrospectively. Without neglecting the role and aim of the
farmers, Braniste confessed that he wrote and created mainly for the educated class, the middle
class, showing that he believed in the strength and capacity of this class. His attitude towards the
Church was similar, to a great extent, to that of the rest of political leaders presented in our thesis;
mention should be made that he supported the need to have the church leaders involved in
politics, in conjunction with the political decision makers (The Romanian National Party) and
following their decisions.

Chapter IV has a double fold role in our thesis. The first part of it makes an analysis of the
general national and political evolution of the Romanians from Transylvania during the dualist
period, showing how the transition from the semi-liberal Hungarian state from 1867 was made to
the pseudo-liberal Tisza rule, with its first step of assimilation to the Magyars of the other
nationalities in tough steps in the first decade of the 20th century marked by more and more acts

for changing nationality. The effects of these measures upon The Romanian Church and Nation
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are studied, the increasing pressures, the reactions visible at political level and less visible though
strong at internal level.

The Nation and The Romanian Church resisted in fifty years of dualism, maintained
identity, even had an increase in growth and emancipation mainly because of their symbiosis.
Though differently seen and perceived by Hierarchs, it is clear that only the unification of
Orthodoxy and Romanian spirit enabled national and confession al development in those harsh
times, helping the Romanian people to overcome tentative to turn them Hungarian and fulfil their
historical destiny in 1918.

The second subchapter which shows comparatively and diachronically the vision of the
Hierarchs and lay persons with respect to the Church — State — Nation relationship at the
Romanian people in Transylvania between 1848-1918. We found that the educational and
professional profile, the relationships with the State authorities and the general context of the
epoch have influenced to a great extent the approach of all the leaders investigated by us. From
1860, the laymen question the supremacy of the Hierarchs in national politics and succeed in
excluding them from the organisation of the Romanian National Party after 1869, invoking the
transformation of The Church from an institution with a political and nationally representative
role into an annex institution of the National Party. But the passive tactics removed PNR leaders
from the actual political life of Austro-Hungary, respectively from the State; consequently
ecclesiastical leaders had to defend themselves, in the Parliament, both The Church and Nation
from the tendencies of the state. Despite secularising opinions and trends more strongly felt as
time went on, we can state that the Orthodox Church preserved its role of representative for the
nation and never questioned their symbiosis.

Both The Church and The Nation saw the Austrian-Hungarian State as an oppressive
instrument that was fought against with own power and beliefs. Their ways were contradictory,
their perspective was different, but they had a common aim and its achievement came true after
the historic act of December 1st 1918 within the national unitary and indivisible Romanian State.

The thesis ends with conclusions. A list of final references is also added. The references
are limited to the titles referred in the thesis, while the numerous sources that extended the
horizon of our readings without being purposefully used in this research are not mentioned.

The author has included his Curriculum Vitae as well as other documents that are legally

required for the public defence of the paper.
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