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Synthesis of the main parts 

 

The PhD Dissertation suggests a presentation of superstitions 1. as a functional 

cognitive system (a strategy of interpreting existence, relationships and phenomena), 2. the 

state and the status of superstitions, 3. the current and the actual functions of 

superstition/mythology, 4. the state of folk mythology at the end of the 20th century, 5. in the 

region of Sălaj, 6. the textual and narrative representation of superstitions. The framework for 

analysis and interpretation is given by bricolage and the methods applied are: the 

epidemiological theory of Dan Sperber (fr. l'épidémiologie des croyances/en. the 

epidemiology of beliefs, see: Sperber, D. 1996. 77–97./2001. 109–137.), Dell Hymes' 

anthropology of communication (ethnography of speaking, see: Hymes, D. 1962/1975, 

1972a/1973, 1972b/1978, 1974a–c, 1974d/1979), and also the interactional-transactional 

theory of the socio-cultural roles (see: Kürtösi Zs. 2005; Letenyei L. 2005; Szent-Iványi I. 

é.n.; Goffman, E. 1956/1999; Berne, E. 1964/1984). 

The dissertation is based on data collected from fieldwork conducted between 1995-

2010, in 32 localities from Sălăj County and with the help of 218 interviewees. The database 

is significant from multiple points of view (ethnicity, religious affiliation, professional 

category, age of interviewees, types of localities). The data corpus is made of impersonal 

(fabulation) and personal narrations (from memory, autobiographical and genealogical 

narrations). 

The structure of the dissertation. The introduction chapter presents the purpose, the 

methods of analysis, the history of the mythological research, the specialized literature and 

the specialized terminology. The next chapter presents the region and the society of Sălaj. 

The third chapter of the dissertation deals with the analysis of the database. The last chapter 

synthesizes the relevant conclusions of the analysis. The reference list enumerates written and 

published sources used in the analysis and also the specialized literature. 
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The analysis develops on two parallel levels. (1) presenting the structure and the state 

of folk mythology in Sălaj County. The first sub-chapter of the analysis presents the elements 

of traditional mythology (eight types of specialists in handling magic, four mythical 

creatures, three animals, two plants and three mythical/magical objects). The second sub-

chapter presents the figure and the domain of the priest specialized in handling magic. The 

services offered by the priest can be beneficial (medicine), harmful (black magic), divination 

and exorcism. The forms of action undertaken are the Divine Service, fasting, prayer, 

blessing and exorcism. The third sub-chapter identifies the interference and the delimitation 

of the mythology of the priest from traditional mythology (witch, solomonar, healer, 

clairvoyant, devil). In the same chapter you can find the analysis of three actual cases. (2) 

The analysis of contemporary phenomena is integrated in a historical dimension. This 

historical vision is based on written data (e.g. reviews, documents on the witch hunt, 

dictionaries, specialized publications and press articles) – this representing the second 

achievement of the dissertation. 

Conclusions of the dissertation. 1. Mythology has kept its own role in the context of 

the 20th-21st century. 2. Folk mythology is highly correlated to natural, social and cultural 

conditions of the Sălaj region. 3. The structure of traditional mythology has suffered 

significant alterations due to the changes occurred in the 20th century. 4. The mythology of 

the priest has a mediating status between institutionalized and informal mythology. 

The addendum contains a collection of folk texts from Sălaj, which have an 

illustratory purpose. 

The appendix contains 19 illustrations, 24 tables, 20 photographs, a list of the 

researched localities and of interviewees, a list of the locations mentioned in the collection of 

texts and a glossary. 
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