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Examining the author-public relation of the century, summarizing the possibilities of
recognition, several points and methods of the research seemed to be of question-raising
character. This was caused by the larger historical- and textual context in which these works had
come into being, but — at the same time — by the quite uncertain and occasional results of the
research of reception.

Studying Gyorgy Verestoi’s (1698-1765, reformed college teacher, later bishop)
orations, also included some problems, beside the evident questions — at the beginning of the
course of research, while elaborating the working hypothesis. The perspective being interested of
general phenomena — during the phases of making contacts in the primary and secondary
bibliography — helped the researcher elaborate her presuppositions.

The containment of the eighteenth century’s social-political situation, maping the culture
of books, examining the rhetoric background, answering questions about style (etc.), set up
further assumptions referring the unique: the different aspects of the analyzed funeral speeches.
In order to realize an authentic research, | was keeping under increased review the affirmations,
facts of the research history: identifying and re-examining the marked sources, one by one.

Getting over this phase, a real dialogue-situation could come into being, in which the
historical point of view could interact with the actual horizont of the research. The dialogue,
however, due to its nature but in consequence of the results, tranformed into debate in some

points.



The basic document of the research was Gyorgy Verest6i’s collection of funeral speeches
with the title: Friendship with Deceased People — the publication from 1783 was printed in the
Reformed College of Kolozsvar, with its own fount, under the supervision of Adam Kaprontzai
(Nyerges). The considerable part of the orations included in the collection had already appeared:
in the issues which assembled the orations and other texts ordered for the funeral ceremonies of
Transilvanian aristocrats. According to the preface, the appearance of the collection was justified
by the popularity of Verestoi’s orations.

However, the situation and characteristics of book-culture in the first part of the 18"
century could be outlined with the help of a schematic background. While defining the concept
of public, it was necessary to include some historical-political knowledge, too — the period being
the time of important turns, crucial events. The survey of the book-culture was not evadable for
several reasons. Although by erudition they meant a basically Latin, ecclesiastical culture in the
first part of the century, just in this period we can trace a movement towards an other, more
worldly ideal. The presence of books, the history of their spreading deserved more attention
because they could mark the gradual permeation of the Hungarian language. In this subsection
after the 1) introduction, 2) | briefly discussed the historical-political relations of the period, with
the special role of Transilvania.

Outlining of the social circumstances illuminated some antecedents of the book-culture’s
organization and created historical correspondence. 3) | detailed the Protestant respects, because
they meant on the one hand the background of the oration analysis, and, on the other hand
formed the “receiver part”. (It was important to deal with the role of the church, because it
represented a frame — and the significant sections of the culture started to mark out just in this
period.) Here | also spoke about the contemporary presence of the books, emphasizing the
occurence and importance of the Hungarian printed papers, and trying to indicate the tendencies
of their spreading at the same time. | mentioned the catalogues which can give an interesting
cross-section of the funeral speeches — using the results of an Elek Jakab-study from the 19"
century. Then, 4) | briefly reviewed the particular relations of publishing and typography,
following the interests of the research — so putting forward the Protestant points of view and the
projections of Kolozsvar. Finally, 5) the dissertation dealed with the book-trade of the epoch.
The movements in the book stock of Transilvania were extremely important, because — with the

cease of import (from abroad) — the book-market became quite internal. Among the catalogues of



the bigger particular libraries’ open sales, 1 could collect information about the destiny of
Gyorgy Verest6i’s library, too.

Research history. The research — having Gyorgy Verest6i’s collection of orations
(Friendship with Deceased People) on its basis — tried to determine the relation between
literature and author, and to complete, tinge the image of the author and his works. The
analytical studies — in a fortunate way — dealed separately with the works of the elder and
younger Gyorgy Verestoi. The “object” of the present research, the elder Gyorgy Verestdi, had
been dealt with a more intensive interest in the general literature; this was caused partly by the
fact that he became bishop in his final years, and partly by his more voluminous (significant?)
ouvre.

A more detailed analysis seemed to be necessary from the very beginning, because it
became clear that — despite the popularity of the orations in the 18" century — one cannot find a
presentation that would be concerned of all the texts included in the collection mentioned above.
The former researchers of the topic generally dealed with only one (and mostly marginal) aspect
of an oration, and they did not refer to lots of texts. However, my orientation, analysis of epoch
and texts were considerably facilitated by the results of Katalin Németh S. and Aron Kibédi
Varga. We can find Verest6i’s name in the later literature, too; I included these reflections into
the corresponding parts of the dissertation.

The “processing” of the orations was therefore incomplete, and the figure of the author
became more and more uncertain as we compared different sources. While the determination of
Gyorgy Verestoi’s place and importance, the dissertation was about to formulate certainties
using the results of the research history.

The figure of the orator — despite his past popularity — has obliterated nowadays. Most
encyclopaedias contain false information, but the general literary consciousness has also
mediated erroneous facts about Verest6i. Furthermore, his works were not separated, most
databases and libraries merge his ouvre with the younger Gyorgy Verestdi’s one.

The complications around the questions of biography could be clarified by a latent
manuscript — the Latin autobiography of Gyorgy Verestoi. The disclosures of facts in this, put
into the mirror of the contemporary reception, could help the researcher state and summarize the

most important data of the author’s career.



The (local) rhetoric background also proved to be necessary to discuss. First of all, we
had to make real the discernment that during the analysis of the orations we do not have access to
their basic form of manifestation: we can only investigate the recorded”, edited form of the
speeches.

In the 17" century ,,the classical, humanist oratory which had its basis on Aristotle—

Cicero—Quintilian was almost autocrat” (Istvan Bartok), but the worldly heritage of rhetoric in
Transilvania binded strongly to the former centuries — still in the first part of the 18" century.
The interpretation of the secular orations — already their references — proved that the authors of
the rhetorics mentioned above were still of great importance in the first part of the 18th century.
The genre analysis of the orations was helped by the answers given for several stylistical-
rhetorical questions. But the author ”himself” could also help in some ways: he reflects quite
often on his rhetoric deeds, furthermore he differrentiates, determines, makes things clear in the
texts of the speeches.

The tension which appeared in the texts was to be associated with the complex
characteristics of style, rhetoric and content. (The stylistic analysis of the texts has to reckon with
the elements of content, in spite of the fact that they could not always be connected to each
other.) These orations — as the crops of the period linking the late Baroque with the
Enlightenment — with the basic vibration in them, with their remarkable system of reference and
structure gave a special snapshot of the literary conditions of the epoch.

Analyzing Verestoi’s public, due to the character, the publicity of the genre we could talk
about almost every social strata. However, it became clear that the circle in which these orations
existed and functioned, was mostly formed by the Transilvanian — Protestant — aristocracy. The
fact that this stratum must be dealt as the orator’s basic target audience is evident if we have a
look on the addressings and the order of these. I investigated this in the chapter: (Inter)action of
author and public. The dialogue-characteristics of Gyorgy Verestoi’s orations. In the interaction
of author and literature it was necessary to touch on some elements of the relation. The event (the
occasion when the speeches were pronounced), the deceased as a personality, the orator, the
composition of the public were all important factors in this complex relationship. An example of
the author-public relationon was presented by the oration(s) written for Addam Bethlen’s funeral

ceremony; another, more general analysis investigated the woman-figure of the speeches.



During the research the investigation gained several new perspectives. It became
unambiguous that the physico-theological system of references deserves more accentuated
attention (and could be continued within a bigger scientific research, independently). Rendering
the physico-theological interest (and its tradition, spreading) of the epoch, it became evident that
these ideas were very intensively present in the occidental countries of Europe. In Gydrgy
Verestoi’s collection of orations, Friendship with Deceased People, we can identify different
forms of physico-theological manifestations. This analysis confirmed the presupposition that in
the history of Hungarian literature, in the process of physico-theological ,,inflows”, Gyorgy
Verestai is a determining personality — and worth of research in this respect, too.

Beyond all these, processing of the epoch’s oration-literature in Transilvania is still to be
expected. A profound review and grouping of the secular orations would be necessary — this kind
of survey would outline the ouvres of other authors — similar to Gydrgy Verestdi, too. A research
like this would promote the more punctual placement of Gyorgy Verestdi among the epoch’s
orators. The investigation would include the evaluation of the younger Gyorgy Verestoi’s

rhetorical activity — which would be facilitated by the results of the present dissertation.
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