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Resume

The present thesis presents the evolution of dynlasfalty in the collective
mentality of Romanians in Austro-Hungary in the ipgrfrom the signing of the
dualist Austro-Hungarian Compromise (1867) and e¢hd of the First World War
(1918), when the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy is diesd, closely followed by the
unification of Romanians in Austro-Hungary with “kherland” Romania.

In order to finalize this thesis, we have used semified area of
bibliographical sources, mainly the Romanian prefs¢he period, but also archive
sources and written sources, such as the correspoadf some Romanian political
leaders. Alongside these sources, we have also usmdoirs of the period’'s
personalities, papers with a special charactegrnafy mostly to Romanians’ dynastic
loyalty in Austro-Hungary, the Habsburg Dynastyd @he problems of Romanians in
Austro-Hungary.

Though quantitatively reduced, but qualitativelghri the bibliography used
in making this thesis, proved highly useful, offgyia valid starting point in our
research on the evolution of dynastic loyalty fanfanians in Austro-Hungary in the
period 1867-1918.

Alongside these specialty works, out of which weulddike to mention the
works of Liviu Maior Habsburgisi romani: de la loialitatea dinastit la identitate
narionald; Romanii in armata Habsburgic Soldai si ofigeri uitayi; Alexandru Vaida-
Voevod intre Belvedesg Versailles etc., a great contribution was represented by the
Romanian press of the period, because of its istténeRomanians’ dynastic loyalty,
all newspapers of the era discussing this subjettt ewvery opportunity: from the
Emperor’'s birthday and his and other Habsburg meshbeésits to territories
inhabited by Romanian to the sad moments in theaByr's lives, mainly due to he
deaths of Habsburg members.

This thesis is structured in five chapters, praesgrthe way dynastic loyalty
was formed for Romanians in Austro-Hungary and litoewolved in the researched
period, also referred to the main political everdacerning Romanians in the Austro-

Hungarian Monarchy, revealing the influence thassnts had on dynastic loyalty



In the first chapter, entitledlhe Image of the Habsburg Dynasty and the
Romanians of Austro-Hungary, we present the way in which the myth of the “Good
Emperor” was created and propagated in the ca&oofanians under the Habsburg
rule, the way this myth evolved and the way dymalstyalty manifested itself in the
period under research. For this purpose, we predentmost significant events
marking this evolution in loyalty: the celebratiomsrking the Emperor’s birthday,
the celebrations caused by his visits in terrioriahabited by Romanians, the
manifestations towards problems in the HabsburgaBgn mainly the deaths of
Empress Elisabeth, Archduke Rudolf, heir to thetler Archduke Franz Ferdinand,
heir to the throne and Emperor Franz Joseph himself

The Habsburg Dynasty was one of the most impoiEambpean dynasties,
managing to ascend from a simple nobiliary famdyat great power. Due to their
policy of territorial conquests and their policy ofarriage alliances to families
providing territorial advantages, the Habsburgs agad to come into possession of
vast lands, thus becoming one of the greatest Earopowers.

In order to maintain their position in the conqukterritories, the Habsburgs
would lead a policy of constructing a dynastic lbyamongst their subjects, by
creating a pro-dynastic discourse that was to dxestnitted in the most varied ways,
including the main state institutions: the Churtie, army and the school.

This policy was a real success, especially amoogetloppressed peoples,
including the Romanians. The latter would become ohthe most loyal people,
believing the Emperor was the only one that cousthgthem the rights and privileges
they were deprived of.

A series of factors contributed to the propagatibdynastic loyalty among
Romanians in the Habsburg Monarchy: on the one ,hdrete were the policies
adopted in Vienna trying to implement the feelirfgdgnastic loyalty, on the other
hand, the oppressions Romanians had been subjecteyl the Hungarian nobility
over the centuries. This was the main reason whyndddans would turn their
attention towards the court in Vienna, convinced tmperor would solve their
problems. When these problems failed to be solwetie time, the blame was placed
with the Hungarian nobility that deterred the Engodrom knowing the real situation
of Romanians in the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy.

Nurturing this conviction that all was to blame tre Hungarian nobility

and the Emperor was clueless to the oppressioasRtéimanians would focus their



attention on the court in Vienna, becoming onehefldabsburg’s most loyal subjects,
a loyalty they would prove any chance they got.

In the second chapter, entittedhe Dualist Austro-Hungarian
Compromise and its Consequences for Romanians in Atro-Hungary, we
present the causes that led the Emperor to adee@dampromise with the Hungarian
political class, and the consequences this acfdraBomanians in Transylvania and
their position towards Austro-Hungarian Dualism.

Presenting the events that took place in the pdyeidre the signing of the
Compromise, the treaties anterior to the signirdjtae consequences they had for the
Romanians in the Monarchy is necessary in ordastertain the starting point for the
erosion of dynastic loyalty. Events before the sigrof the dualist pact, such as the
rights acquired by Romanians in Transylvania thiotige decision of the Sibiu Dieta
in 1863-1864, had a positive influence on dynalstyalty, by increasing the trust in
Emperor Franz Joseph, the one who had enabledrigintt and liberties. Thus, when
the dualist pact will be signed, a pact that mélaatloss of Transylvania’s autonomy
and the rights obtained in 1863-1864, Romaniartsbigtrayed by the Emperor, and
dynastic loyalty suffered a decline, that wouldtlier accentuate in the following
period.

Generally, the dualism of 1867 was not only theiltssf historical events, on
the contrary it can be traced back to the Hungaeaislation of the Revolution in
1848. The Austro-Hungarian dualism did in no wayweahe impending national
problems; contrariwise it aggravated the sociotali situation, leading to waves of
protests from all oppressed nations, marking thed failure of the Habsburg Dynasty
and Austrian nationalist elites in creating a calired German state.

Once the Austro-Hungarian Compromise is signed -erwhransylvania
loses its territorial autonomy, by being joinedHongary, a decision that completely
displeases Romanians in Transylvania, thus tramsfgr them in the most virulent
protesters against a dualism they had contested beéore actual negotiations
between the Emperor and the Hungarian elites anddamntinue to contest all along
the period of the Dualist Monarchy — one can noticemarked decline in dynastic
loyalty for Romanians in Austro-Hungary.

In the third chapteThe Political Movement of Romanians in Austro-
Hungary from the Austro-Hungarian Compromise to the First World War, we

present the main political actions of Romanian&uistro-Hungary in the period from



the Dualist Compromise to the outbreak of the Rivetrrld War, also following how
these events influenced the dynastic loyalty of Roians in Austro-Hungary.

All the actions of Romanians in this era were tdrreggainst Austro-
Hungarian Dualism, Romanians expressing their wislt Emperor Franz Joseph
would cancel the pact of 1867, giving Transylvaeak its autonomy. The failure to
meet with these compliances will have a long lastaffect on dynastic loyalty,
constantly subjected to erosion, which will only dexentuated by the Memorandum
movement.

The political movement of Romanians in Austro-Hutyga the period from
the signing of the Austro-Hungarian Compromiseht® Eirst World War channeled
around the desire to regain autonomy for Transydvémst with the signing of the
dualist pact, when Transylvania became part of lmngAll the actions of the
Romanian political leaders in this period had asvan target the opposition to the
forced unification of Transylvania and Hungary,vesl as demanding the autonomy
of Transylvania and the return of privileges gaimed863-1864, lost with the dualist
Compromise.

In this period, as the Romanian emancipation mowergains ground, the
dynastic loyalty meets with a decline, further atoated by the refusal of the
Emperor to meet with the leaders of the Memorantowement that had travelled to
Vienna to hand the Memorandum personally. Disagpdiby Franz Joseph, a part of
Romanian political leaders will look to the heir tbe throne, Archduke Franz
Ferdinand, known to labor reforming ideas conceynihe federalization of the
Empire, equal rights to all nationalities, a poltbat would benefit the Romanians.

In the fourth chapteffhe Sarajevo Assassination, as Reflected in the
Romanian Press,we attempt to show how the Romanian press presethed
Sarajevo assassination by following the main theama$ aspects discussed in the
Romanian press concerning the assassination: fromaRians’ attitude towards the
assassination to the mourning processions at tathdd Franz Ferdinand, the man
they had placed all hope for a better life in. R@manian press closely followed the
events following the assassination, asking what ldvothange because of this
assassination.

Research done for this chapter emphasizes thetHatt despite Emperor
Franz Joseph’s refusal to meet with the Romanidegdéon travelling to Vienna in

order to hand him the Memorandum, the Romaniantigali leaders had not



completely lost their faith in the Habsburg dynasBven though they now mistrusted
Franz Joseph, a part of the political leaders efAlistro-Hungarian Romanians will
turn their attention to Franz Ferdinand, heir te throne, and very popular and
beloved amongst Romanians because of his anti-Hiamg&eelings. This fact is
obvious if we analyze the reaction of Romanians Auastro-Hungary to the
assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand: Romamaostly feel regret at the loss
of a man they hoped would change their future, miogrhim more deeply than any
other nationality and expressing feelings of hategginst the perpetrators of the
crime that had taken away from them the personeautd improve their situation.

Romanians were initially reticent in believing thews of the assassination
and when the news proved true, they expressedtthestiindignation, misbelieving
that someone hade stolen away from them the manhihe placed their hope for a
better future in. This was mainly due to Franz kedd’s policies of diminishing
Hungarian power in the Empire by creating a fedéwastria, a policy that would
benefit the Romanians.

During the entire period from the assassinatiothéooutbreak of the World
War, the Romanian press emphasizes the greatuéfesesi by the entire Monarchy,
and especially the Romanian people with the deaffranz Ferdinand. Furthermore,
the press shows interest in the political consece®ifollowing the Archduke’s death,
as well as the results of the investigation, clpdellowing its progress and relating
all details, declarations of the assassins andtieg@actions by the Empire’s leaders
in order to punish the perpetrators, following thweuld-be consequences of the
Sarajevo assassination.

In the last chapter, entitléthe Romanians in Austro-Hungary during the
First World War. The End of Dynastic Loyalty, we present the evolution of
dynastic loyalty for Romanians in Austro-Hungaryridg the First World War,
pointing the main events that reflect Romaniangituate towards the Habsburg
dynasty, from the outbreak of the war until thesdlation of the Austro-Hungarian
Monarchy, that would also lead to the centuries-dekire of all Romanians,
specifically the unification of all Romanians ineomdependent and united state.

During the First World War, dynastic loyalty in tltase of Romanians of
Austro-Hungary will go through a significant dedim favor of loyalty to the nation,
that would eventually triumph. Despite all these, the outbreak of the war,

Romanians will answer to the call to arms aboveegflectations. This was mainly



due their belief that the war was meant to avengeZFerdinand’'s death, as well as
the appeals of political and religious Romaniardéra addressed to Romanians and
asking them to show loyalty once again.

At the outbreak of the First World War, the Romasiaf Austro-Hungary
were facing a loyalty crisis, mostly because ofitieeasing attachment to the nation
to the injury of dynastic patriotism. Despite thismajority of Romanian political
leaders, as well as most of the peasant populatere still loyal to the Habsburg
dynasty, hoping the Emperor would solve their peaid and instate the deeply
desired liberties and rights.

Since a great part of the population had lost faitBEmperor Franz Joseph,
they turned their attention to the heir Franz Readd, to whom they felt connected
because of the common hatred to Hungarians, hohiag once he ascended the
throne, he would grant all nations in the Empights and liberties. Such policies, in
the detriment of the Hungarians, would have solttesl issued of the Romanian
nation.

Due to their feelings for Archduke Franz Ferdinatitt Romanians of the
Dualist Monarchy will adopt a positive attitude tasds the outbreak of the war,
promptly responding to Emperor Franz Joseph’s dppeaise arms and avenge the
offence against the House of Habsburg and the eeMionarchy. Therefore, the
enthusiasm in the first weeks of war was causedhleyconviction of Romanian
soldiers that they had been called to arms to avehg death of Archduke Franz
Ferdinand, the man that could have improved thiiason.

But this situation did not last too long becauss, tame passed, the
authorities adopted restrictive measures whosdcagdioin would limit civil liberties.
Publications were subjected to severe censorshiigbitants were forced to accept
requisitions and loans for front needs. In orderde&stroy all opposition, harsh
punishments were introduced, including the deatfalbe

Faced with this situation, Romanian leaders haemint positions. A part of
them would publish loyalty declarations that urged Romanian people to do their
duty once again, staying loyal to the throne anghty, while another part believed
the time had come to fulfill the national idealpgs the Carpathian Mountains, into
Romania so they could intensively support Romareatering the war alongside the
Entante, with a view of freeing their brothers asrothe mountains and thus

accomplishing the ideal of national unity for abbiRanians.



Thus, one can notice intensification in nationalalty in the detriment of
dynastic loyalty. Only a part of the leaders wiiyn declared their loyalty to the
throne and country, while others only did so ungeessure and threats from
authorities.

Therefore, under pressure from events that toateplathe neutral period of
Romania, one can notice a gradual deterioratiodymmastic loyalty in the case of
Romanians in Austro-Hungary, a deterioration thauld grow even deeper when
Romania entered the war and even further with #egthdof Franz Ferdinand. With
the Emperor's death, the Romanians in the Austrogddan army believe
themselves freed from their plea to the Emperor stagt to desert en masse and
enroll as volunteers of the Romanian army.

When Romania entered the war, the fate of all Roamsnin Austro-
Hungary deteriorated, authorities” reprisals raaghhe climax. From the first days
of Romania’s joining the war, the Hungarian auttiesi began a wave of arrests,
camp internments, job dismissals, police custody lawuse arrests, deportations and
forced labor. Such measures affected thousandsmiRians, from all social classes.
The authorities would also recur to forced popalatnovements, forbidding cultural
activities, and adopting new decrees and measueastnto contribute to Romanians’
loss of national identity and even their physiodkemination.

Faced with such a situation and without any hedpnfthe court in Vienna,
the Romanians in Austro-Hungary channeled all tefforts towards accomplishing
their national ideal, turning from Vienna to Buobst:

Before Romania entered the war, a part of the R@ananin Austro-
Hungary still felt loyalty towards the Habsburg dgty. But since this turn of events,
and especially following the death of Emperor Frdonseph, these feelings will be
replaced with loyalty towards the nations and ilgatffor Romanian national unity.
This fight was led mostly by emigrant Romaniang, fioom the middle of 1918, the
Romanians left in Austro-Hungary would join thight, making known the desires of
the Romanians in Austro-Hungary. Different measusese used: The Romanian
National Party would resume its activity in Septemii918, and some Romanian
nationalist deputies, such &tefan Cicio-Pop, Alexandru Vaida-Voevod, Teodor
Mihali, would even speak in the Parliament in Busktp

Thus, although loyal to the Habsburg dynasty, tleen&nians in Austro-

Hungary, because of the persecutions subjectedytélungarian authorities that
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attempted to disintegrate the national spirit df ralnorities in Hungary, would
become more and more attached to the desire fmma&freedom and unification in a
single state. As such, the evolution from dynakii@lty to national loyalty takes
place gradually. These feelings became more and eadent during the First World
War when, because of the persecutions imposed liyorties in Hungary on
Romanian nationals and realizing that they couldamger place their hope in the
dynasty to solve their problems, the political lexdof Austro-Hungarian Romanians
will turn their attention to Romania, waiting itetering the war against the Central
Powers and free them from foreign domination.

If, at the outbreak of the war, still loyal to thieabsburg dynasty, Romanians
would run to enroll, guided by the desire to revergchduke Franz Ferdinand’s
death, by the end of the war, the same Romaniamgdwan to Alba lulia to decide
for the break from the Austro-Hungarian monarchg #re union with Romania, thus

accomplishing the long term dream of all Romanians.
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