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Positions

2014-

2017
2008-2013
2001-2007

2003

2002-2010
1999/2000

1996-2001

1994-1996

Universitdts-Professor fiir Persénlichkeitspsychologie, Differentielle Psychologie und
Diagnostik

Visiting Scholar (fall term), Department of Music, Durham University (UK)
Senior Lecturer (with tenure), Department of Psychology, University of York (UK)

Swiss National Science Foundation Professorship, Department of Psychology,
University of Geneva

Visiting Scholar (spring term), Department of Psychology, University of California
Berkeley

Lecturer, Department Psychology, University of Fribourg

Professeur remplagant (fall term), Department of Psychology, Developmental
Psychology Unit, University of Lausanne

Maitre-Assistant, Department of Psychology, University of Geneva, Emotion
Research Group

Post-Doctoral Associate, Department of Psychology, Harvard University

Additional Research Achievements (selection)

Funding

Awards

Editorial

Reviewing

Organization of
Scientific
Events

Student
Supervision

More than 1,5 million EUR in research grants from national and international funding
bodies (e.g., Economic and Social Research Council; Swiss National Science Foundation;

Austrian Science Foundation)

Career Development Award, Swiss National Science Foundation (2001)

Editor-in-Chief, Frontiers in Personality and Social Psychology (2014-2019)

Scientific institutions: ESRC; European Commission; Israel Science Foundation;
Leverhulme Trust, Agence de Recherche Nationale Frangaise; Netherlands Organization
for Scientific Research; Swiss National Science Foundation

Journals: Over 30 peer-reviewed journals, including Nature, Psychological Bulletin,
Psychological Science, Behavior Research Methods

Conferences: Geneva Emotion Week (University of Geneva, 1999); Music and Emotion
Colloquium (University of York, 2010)

Symposia: Chair of > 10 conference symposia (details available on request)

7 PhD students (5 finished, 2 ongoing); over 50 Masters and over 200 Bachelor theses
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Research Synopsis

My research interests are in the areas of personality and close relationships, gender, emotion, and music
perception. My research on music perception made contributions to three areas: a) work showing that
preverbal infants are biased toward preferring harmonically consonant over harmonically dissonant
melodies?, and discovering infants’ precocious ability to move in time with music and other rhythmically
regular stimuli; b) the creation of a broad-ranging test-battery for assessing music aptitude in both
musicians and non-musicians3#; and c) empirical work on music-evoked emotion resulting in the GEMS-
model, which redefined how music-induced emotions are conceptualized and measured®. The focus of my
current work in this area is on applying the GEMS-model in the domain of music emotion recognition,
where it led to a neural network approach that can automatically predict emotions that will be evoked by
music®, and in examining an induction rule model that attempts predicts intensity of music-induced
emotions from musical, performance, listener, and contextual features’..

My work on the psychology of gender demonstrated that sex differences in mate preferences are to a
large extent determined by differences in national levels of gender-equality, calling evolutionary
psychologists’ claim that these sex differences are the result of evolutionary adaptations into question®.
This work was followed-up by a new framework for understanding partner preferences of women and
men?0, which inspired further work on the role of gender inequality, notably in affecting self-esteem in
gender-nonconforming individuals??.

My work on personality and close relationships includes the introduction of a person-centered
methodology to assess personality similarity and compatibility in personal relationships!? 13, research
particularizing the role of personality and individual differences in shaping responses to the COVID-19
pandemic 14, and the development of an integrative model and measure for assessing temperament risk
factors in children®>. My current work in the social and personality domain expands the range of tools for
assessing temperament risk factors in children, and examines the role of music preferences in close

relationships.
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Editorial and Reviewer Activities

Editor-in-Chief Frontiers in Personality and Social Psychology

2014-2019 (from 2016 Co-editor with Dr. Anat Bardi)

Associate Editor Frontiers in Personality Science and Individual Differences

2010-

Editorial Board International Journal of Developmental Science

2008-

Ad hoc Reviewer Behavior Research Methods; British Journal of Psychology; Cognition;

Developmental Psychology; Diagnostica; Emotion; European Journal of
Personality; Family Process; International Journal of Behavioral
Development; Music Perception; Nature; PLOS ONE, Psychological Bulletin,
Psychology of Music; Psychological Science; Swiss Journal of Psychology;
Scandinavian Journal of Psychology; Scientific Reports; Social Psychological
and Personality Science; Zeitschrift fir Entwicklungs- und Padagogische
Psychologie

Scientific Institutions Leverhulme Trust (UK)

Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC, UK)

European Commission. Future and Emerging Technologies

Israel Science Foundation

French National Science Foundation (Agence de Recherche Nationale)
Swiss National Science Foundation

Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (Social Sciences)

External Examiner for Kim Thibault de Beauregard, University of Geneva (2017)
PhD Theses Gerard Madden, Queen’s University Belfast (2017)

Eva Istok, University of Helsinki (2013)

Christopher Edgar, Queen’s University Belfast (2013)
Sylwia Hyniewska, Telecom Paris Tech (2013)

Kari Kallinen, University of Jyvaskyla (2006)
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PhD Student Supervision

Lily Law, PhD (2009-2012). Assessing and understanding individual differences in perceptual musical
abilities. PhD awarded December 2012, University of York.

Alessio Pruneddu (2010-2014). Factors Affecting Personality Change in the Transition to University”. PhD
awarded February 2014, University of York.

Andrea Kammermann (2017-2021). Co-Supervisor. Die Beziehung zwischen Naturjodel und Emotion. Ein
Interdependenzphdnomen mit Fokus Unterwalden. PhD awarded December 2021, University of
Innsbruck.

Julia Vigl (2019-2023). Personality in the context of close relationships and music-evoked emotions.
Universitat Innsbruck. PhD awarded March 2023, University of Innsbruck.

Hannah Straul® (2019-2024). Methodological Advances in the Assessment of Music Perception Abilities
and Music-Evoked Emotions. PhD awarded July 2024, University of Innsbruck.

Vivienne Bidermann (2021-2025). Assessment of child temperament risk factors. University of Innsbruck.
PhD final exam expected for autumn 2025.

Florian Hemetsberger (2025-). Differential validity of music-evoked emotion taxonomies.

University administration / committee work

University Professors (Speaker), Department of Psychology, University of Innsbruck, 2015-present
Selection Committee Professorship General Psychology, University of Innbruck, 2019

Selection Committee Professorship Clinical Psychology, University of Innsbruck, 2017

Selection Committee Professorship Developmental Psychology, University of Innsbruck, 2017
Departmental Ethics Committee (Chair), Department of Psychology, University of York, 2010-2013

Social and Personality Psychology Unit (Strand Leader), Department of Psychology, University of York,
2010-2013

Schweizerische Vereinigung fir Kinder-und Jugendpsychologie (Board Member) 2005-2008.
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