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NUMELE si Prenumele candidatului (SURNAME and Forename of the candidate):
FLOREA Aurel-Gelu

Titlul tezei de abilitare / directiile principale de cercetare {Title of habilitation thesis / main research
areas):

TOWARDS A DIFFERENT APPROACH IN THE ROMANIAN LATE IRON AGE ARCHAEOLOGY

Domeniul de studii universitare de doctoraf (Field of doctoral studies):

Istorie /History
in care urmeazi si se confere calitatea de conducitor de doctorat (future field of doctoral supervision)

Denumirea Institutiei Organizatoare de Studii Universitare de Doctorat (IOSUD) / Institutiei

Organizatoare de Doctorat (I0D) unde are loc sustinerea publicd a tezei de abilitare
{Name of the institution organizing doctoral studies (I0SUD), (I0OD), where the public defense of the habilitation thesis
takes place)

Universitatea Babes-Bolyai/Babes-Bolyai University

Punctele tari ale tezei de abilitare (Strong points of the habilitation thesis):

1. Candidatul a propus o teza cu un subiect interesant, complex si, mai ales, original in raport cu abor-
dirile de pand din arheologia ¢i istoriografia romaneasci. Tratarea Iui s-a facut pe baza valorificarii
unor numeroase informatii arhelogice, cele mai multe provenite din cercetiiri proprii de teren, a unei
excelente cunoasteri a abodarilor apropiate ca tematicd din istoriografia occidentald, in special cele
privitoare la aparitia aglomeririlor cu functii complexe in Europa temperati in cea de-a doua epoci a
fierului, dar si a altor aspecte de natur# sociald, politica si culturald din diferite spafii etnice antice, mai
ales cel celtic, a integrérii intr-o manierd optimé in argumentatie a sugestiilor novatoare ale directiilor
epistemologice cele mai recente (arheologia sociald, arheologia identitatii, antropologia etc.), a manui-
rii cu dezinvolturd a unor concepte (“acumulare”, “redistributie a bunurilor”, “functii simbolice™ ale
sistemelor defensive, “competitic™, “status”, “prestigiu”, “chiefdom/archaic state” etc.) generatoare a
unei perspective noi, intrutotul credibile asupra realititii istorice. Apreciem, astfel, c¢i dl. Florea Aurel-
Gelu propune cea mai pertinentd, originald si novatoare interpretare din istoriografia roméineascd a
problematicii fenomenului urban Tn spatiul dacic la sfarsitul celei de-a doua epoci a fierului (termino-
logie; genezd; particularititi cronologice, economice, geografice; evolutii topografice, arhitecturale di-
ferenfiate; functii comune si specifice; statutul special al Sarmizegetusei Regia; aseméanari gi deosebiri
intre dava si oppidum etc.), a celei a elitelor autohtone preromane (modalitdti de formare, afirmare si
wrecunoagtere”; forme de concurentd si de consum al bogitiei ca repere ale statutului si ierarhiei; sim-
boluri ale pulerii etc.), a celei a arheologiei religiei §i ritualului La Tene-ului dacic (diferente si parti-
cularititi regionale si locale de panteon, spatii sacre, rituri, ritualuri, mituri etc.) si a celei a artei proto-
istorice (origine; semnificatii ale reprezentarilor; clemente identitare). (The candidate has proposed a
thesis with an interesting, complex, and especially original subject in relation to the current approa-
ches in Romanian historiography and archeology. His approach is based on the valorization of nume-
rous archaeological information, most of them obtained from his own field researches, on an excellent
knowledge of similar works from western historiography (especially the works regarding the appea-
rance of agglomerations with complex functions in temperate Europe in the second period of the Iron
Age), and on the knowledge of social, political and cultural aspects from different ancient ethnical a-
reas, especially the Celtic one. The candidate has integrated in his argumentation in an excellent man-
ner the new suggestions of the most recent epistemological research directions (social archeology, ar-



cheology of identity, anthropology, etc.) and he handles with ease concepts like “accumulation”,
“goods redistribution”, “symbolic functions” of defensive systems, “competition”, “status”, “pres-
tige”, “chiefdom/archaic state”, etc., generators of a new and credible perspective on the historical rea-
lity. We appreciate that Mr, Florea Aurel-Gelu proposes the most pertinent, original and innovative in-
terpretation in the Romanian-historiography of the problematics of urban phaecnomenon in Dacian area
at the end of the second period of the Iron Age (terminology; genesis; cronological, economical, geo-
graphical particularities; topographical evolutions, arhitecturally differentiated; common and specific
functions; the special status of Sarmizegetusa Regia; assemblances and differences between dava and
oppidum; etc.), of the topic of pre-Roman autochtonous e¢lites (formation methods, affirmation and
“recognition”; forms of concurrence and consumption of wealth as markers of status and hierarchy;
symbols of power; etc.), of the theme of religion archaeology and ritual of the Dacian La Téne period
(differences and regional and local features of pantheon, sacred spaces, rites, rituals, myths, etc.) and
of the subject of protohistorical art (origin; semnifications of representations; identitary elements).)

2. Din punct de vedere metodologie, candidatul dovedeste, pe ldngd stipénirea perfectd a normelor de
cercetare specifice arheologiei si istoriei §i respectarea cu strictete a deontologiei profesionale, o capa-
citate rar intdlnit3 la alti specialisti roméni in domeniu, anume de & privi aspectele arheologice dintr-o
perspectivd mai Tnaltd, istoricd si in mod obligatoriu comparativ, de a se desprinde de factologie pen-
tru a privilegi interpretarea, de a depasi descriptivismul sec pentru a crea probleme. Aceasta trisiturd
a personalitatii sale de cercetitor se datoreaza, neindoielnic, unei culturi — istorice, in special — solide
si unui interes permanent pentru studiu gi autoperfectionare. (From the methodological point of view,
the candidate proves, beyond a very good knowledge of scientific research accuracy specific to the
study of archaeology and history, and the professional deontology, also a capacity, not very common
among other Romanian scientists from this field, to approach the archaeclogical aspects from a hi-
gher, historical and mandatory comparative perspective, to privilegiate interpretation instead of facto-
logy, to go beyvond arride descriptivism in order to raise new issues. This feature of his personality is
due, undoubtedly, to his solid historical backround and his constant interest for study and self-impro-
vement.)

3. Candidatul are o activitate didacticd, academicd si stiintificd deosebite, concretizate in elaborarea
unor cursuri §i seminarii cu tematici diverse, stimulative pentru studenti, in indrumarea de teze de li-
centd si masterat, in desfasurarea a numeroase campanii de sdpituri arheologice, in participarea la
multe manifestiri stiintifice In tard si striindtate, in colaborarea didactica si stiinfificd cu institutii uni-
versitare si de cercetare din alte {éri, in publicarea mai multor lucrdri de autor (carti, studii) la case edi-
toriale, in volume colective sau in reviste de specialitate, inclusiv din stréinitate, (The candidate has
an outstanding didactic, academic and scientific activity, prooved by lectures and seminars with va-
rious topics, stimulative to students, by the coordination of BA and MA theses, by his numerous ar-
chaeological field works, by the participation at various national and international scientific events, by
the international collaboration at didactic and scientific level with other international institutions, by
the publication of many papers (books, studies and proceedings published at national and international
publishing houses and highly ranked journals).)

4. Candidatul are o bogati activitate extrauniversitard, implicAndu-se activ in colaborarea cu institufii
guvernamentale st comunitifi locale si in elaborarea unor proiecte fezabile destinate conservdrii s1 va-
lorificdrii adecvate a monumentelor si artefactelor arheologice. (The candidate has an impressive
extra-universitary activity, being very active in the collaboration with governmental and local commu-
nities and in the ellaboration of sustainable projects regarding the conservation and adequate valorifi-
cation of monuments and archaeological artefacts.)

Punctele slabe ale tezei de abilitare (Weak points of the habilitation thesis):

Nu este cazul. (Is not the case)

Rezultatul votului / observatii / concluziile comisiei de abilitare se motiveaza in continuare

(Voting result / observations / premises for the conclusions of the habilitation commission are as follows)

In cadrul dezbaterilor, membrii comisiei de abilitare au analizat modul de expunere a tezei de
abilitare, caracternl inedit ale acesteia, activitatea stiintificd si abilitdtile de cercetare ale candidatului
constatdnd indeplinirea conditiilor pentru acordarea abilitirii in domeniul Istorie. Cu unanimitate de
voturi, comisia a decis acordarea atestatului de abilitare domnului Florea Aurel-Gelu. (During the de-
bates, the members of the habilitation committee have analysed the oral presentation of the thesis, its

degree of novelty, the scientific activity and the research abilities of the candidate, and they have con-



cluded that the conditions to grant the habilitation in history of the candidate have been fullfilled.
Unanimously, the commission has decided to grant the habilitation to Mr. Florea Aurel-Gelu.)
/ (a se continua pe verso — dacd este necesar) (continue overleaf if necessary)
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1. Prof. univ. dr. Giinther SCHORNER, Institut fiir Klassiche Archiologie, Viena
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