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PARTEA A.

A. 1. REZUMAT

Teza de abilitare cu titlul Istoria vietii spirituale in Biserica Greco-Catolica din Romdnia
prezinta sintetic, in prima parte, cele mai importante realizari stiintifice si de cercetare ale
autorului din ultimii 15 ani, incepand cu anul sustinerii tezei de doctorat si obtinerii titlului
stiintific de doctor in domeniul Teologie, pana astazi (2008-2023), iar in cea de-a doua parte,
strategia directiilor de cercetare in viitor.

Domeniul in care m-am format si in care am activat este Teologia, iar specializarea si
activitatea mea s-au situat pe directia unei teme de cercetare careia m-am dedicat profesional in
toti acesti ani, si care este istoria vietii spirituale in Biserica Greco-Catolica din Romania.

Am elaborat prezenta teza de abilitare tocmai din perspectiva necesitdtii evaludrii rezultatelor
obtinute si a identificdrii unei continuitdti logice Intre acestea si continuarea muncii; rezultatele
deja obtinute imi confera abilitatile necesare continudrii cercetarii in zona aceasta de lucru. Astfel,
urmarind indeaproape activitatea de pana acum, se pot usor percepe liniile de dezvoltare in viitor.

Prezentarea activitatii si a rezultatelor cercetdrii mele nu decurge, In aceastd lucrare de
abilitare, in mod strict si exclusiv cronologic ci, mai potrivit, intr-un mod tematic, in jurul a doua-
trei teme principale, astfel incat sa se inteleaga modul in care am construit, in timp, viziunea
personala asupra dezvoltdrii activitatii si cercetatii mele. Se observa astfel cum o anumita lucrare
de cercetare se leaga de alte scrieri, formand un unic organism compus din mai multe elemente
dependente intre ele. E limpede ca nu este suficienta doar o insiruire cronologica a operelor (care,
de altfel, este observabila Tn Memoriul de activitate) ci, mai degraba, o clasificare n cateva grupe.
In acest mod se vede nu doar dezvoltarea liniard a activititii, cat o imagine de ansamblu bine
fundamentata. De aici va putea rezulta viziunea unitard proprie asupra activitatii.

Respectand normele emise de CNATDCU si de UBB, teza de abilitare este structurata in doua
parti principale.

In Partea A se regiseste rezumatul tezei de abilitare.

Partea B, mai consistenta, intitulatd Realizari stiintifice si profesionale si planul de evolutie si
dezvoltare a carierei profesionale, stiintifice si academice, este articulata in doud mari sectiuni.

Astfel, in prima parte prezint realizdrile stiintifice si profesionale, incepand cu studiile si
formarea profesional-stiintifica si continuand cu activitatea didactica, cea de coordonator al
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referent in comisii de sustinere a tezelor de doctorat, cea administrativd si de conducere,
activitatea In comunitatea civica, dar si relevanta si impactul rezultatelor stiintifice. Aceasta prima
parte prezinta, mai ales, activitatea de cercetare stiintifica, aratand principalele contributii
stiintifice. Aici se observa cele trei principale directii de cercetare ale mele. Prima este data de
istoria vietii spirituale in Biserica Greco-Catolicd din Romania. Lucrarea mea de doctorat,
sustinutd la Universitatea Pontificala Gregoriana din Roma este prima lucrare de cercetare
sistematica a istoriei spiritualitdtii greco-catolice roméanesti. A doua directie de cercetare este data
de tema: Blajul ca centru al spiritualitatii greco-catolice. Mare parte din publicatiile mele se
circumscriu acestei directii de cercetare. A treia directie de cercetare asupra careia m-am focalizat
in activitatea mea este datd de cercetarea in domeniul disciplinelor predate.

In partea secundi a Partii B prezint Planul de evolutie si dezvoltare a carierei profesionale,
stiintifice si academice, orientat spre viitor. Aici descriu intdi proiectele privind activitatea
didactica, administrativa si civica, modul cum voi actiona in aceste zone de activitate. Apoi, partea
cea mai importanta, voi prezenta temele si directiile de cercetare pe care voi lucra in viitor, atat la
nivel individual, cat si in cadrul unor echipe de cercetare. Astfel, prima temd si directie de
cercetare pe care ma voi concentra este istoria vietii spirituale greco-catolice romanesti, mai precis
influenta paradigmei devotionale latine asupra spiritualitdtii greco-Catolice romanesti, un aspect
care va trebui neaparat analizat. Voi investiga curentele spirituale de factura romano-catolica, voi
cerceta chestiunea legata de raportul dintre liturgie si devotiuni, inclusiv fenomenul adoptarii si
adaptarii unor devotiuni romano-catolice, dar si relatia dintre patrimoniul si traditia greco-catolica,
pe de o parte, si unele inovatii care au generat 0 anumita ,.latinizare” in Biserica Greco-Catolica
din Romania, pe de alta parte. Pe langa cercetarile mele individuale voi cduta sa includ grupuri de
cercetare si tineri doctoranzi in identificarea unor perspective concrete pastorale aferente
problematicii identitdtii spirituale greco-catolice romanesti. O a doua tema si directie de cercetare
pe care o voi urmari In activitatea mea este legatd de Scoala Teologica de la Blaj. Desi la
momentul actual este pretentios sa se vorbeasca despre o adevarata Scoala Teologica la Blaj,
intentionez sa merg pe urma ipotezei de lucru conform careia la Blaj, in secolele XVIII-XX, a
existat o valoroasd Scoald Teologicd, in cadrul cdreia s-au elaborat sinteze de gandire, s-au
publicat manuale teologice si s-a promovat o spiritualitate aparte. Desigur, a treia directie de
cercetare va fi datd de domeniul disciplinelor predate.

Tot aici voi prezenta o listd cu subiecte pentru teze de doctorat, care va arata ca deja am
identificat nevoi de analiza a unor aspecte din teologia greco-catolicd romaneasca si din zona
istoriei spiritualitatii greco-catolice romanesti, subiecte pe care le voi putea coordona chiar eu in
calitate de indrumator de doctorat.

Dupa o sectiune cu Referinte bibliografice, urmeaza Lista celor mai reprezentative 10 lucrari

care sustin continutul Tezei de Abilitare.



Am observat ca in cercetarea internationald, mai ales in cea de limba italiana, s-au publicat
sinteze de istorie a spiritualitatii crestine, Tn mai multe volume, insad astazi inca lipsesc din
respectivele sinteze referiri la spiritualitatea greco-catolica, si acest lucru se datoreaza faptului ca
nu au existat pand acum lucrari monografice care sa stea la baza sintezelor. De aceea, intentionez
sa continui conectarea cercetarii istoriei spiritualitatii greco-catolice romanesti de cercetarea
internationald, chiar extinzand colaborarile cu cercetatori, cadre didactice si doctoranzi
internationali.

Asadar, obiectivele activitatii mele sunt precizate. Contextul este cel academic, ca angajat al
Universitatii Babes-Bolyai, dar si ca cercetator in mediul roméanesc si international al istoriei
spiritualitatii crestine. Astfel, temele cercetarilor mele vor fi specifice si relevante pentru domeniul
teologie. In acelasi timp, cercetarile mele vor propune sugestii pentru cercetiri ulterioare si pentru
alte noi directii de cercetare.

In fine, elaborarea lucrarii de fata constituie pentru mine un moment de reflectie introspectiva,
la nivel personal, dar si o situare a activitatii mele in contextul structurilor universitare si in cel al

cercetarilor actuale.



A. 2. SUMMARY

The habilitation thesis entitled ,,The History of the Spiritual Life in the Greek Catholic Church
in Romania” presents in a synthetic way, in the first part, the main scientific and research
achievements of the author in the last 15 years, starting from the year of the dissertation and the
year of obtaining the scientific title of doctor in the field of theology, until today (2008-2023), and
in the second part, the strategy of future research directions.

The field in which | have been trained and in which | have worked is theology, and my
specialisation and activity have been in the direction of a research theme to which I have devoted
myself professionally all these years, namely the history of spiritual life in the Greek Catholic
Church in Romania.

| wrote this thesis precisely from the perspective of the need to evaluate the results obtained
and to identify a logical continuity between them and the continuation of the work; the results
already obtained give me the necessary skills to continue research in this field of work. Moreover,
| intend to keep my future work in line with the state of knowledge in the field and with similar
research in the European and international context. Thus, by closely following the work done so
far, it is easy to see the lines of future development.

The presentation of my work and research in this habilitation thesis is not strictly and
exclusively chronological, but rather thematic, around two or three main themes, in order to
understand how, over time, | have built up my personal vision of the development of my work and
research. In this way, one can see how a particular piece of research relates to other writings,
forming a single organism composed of several interdependent elements. It is clear that it is not
enough to simply list the works in chronological order (which can be seen in the Activity
Memoir), but rather to classify them into several groups. In this way, one can see not only the
linear development of the work, but also a well-founded overview. From this it will be possible to
derive one's own unified vision of the activity.

Following the rules of the CNATDCU and the UBB, the thesis is divided into two main parts.

Part A contains the abstract of the habilitation thesis.

The more extensive Part B, entitled Scientific and Professional Achievements and
Professional, Scientific and Academic Career Development Plan, is divided into two main

sections.



In the first part, 1 present my scientific and professional achievements, starting with my
studies and professional scientific training, and continuing with my teaching activities, supervision
of bachelor's and master's theses, membership of doctoral thesis committees, refereeing in doctoral
thesis committees, administrative and management activities, civic activities, and the relevance
and impact of my scientific results. In this first part, the scientific research activity is presented in
particular, showing the main scientific contributions. My three main lines of research can be seen
here. The first is the history of spiritual life of the Greek Catholic Church in Romania. My
doctoral thesis, successfully defended at the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome, is the first
systematic research on the history of Romanian Greek Catholic spirituality. The second research
direction is given in ,,The city of Blaj as a centre of Greek Catholic spirituality”. A large part of
my publications are circumscribed to this research direction. The third line of research, on which |
have focused my work, is research in the field of doctrinal disciplines.

In the second part of Part B, | present my forward-looking Professional, Scientific and
Academic Career Development Plan. Here | first describe my plans for my educational,
administrative and civic activities and how | will act in these areas. Then, and this is the most
important part, | will present the topics and research directions that I will work on in the future,
both individually and in research teams. Thus, the first theme and research direction that I will
focus on is the history of Romanian Greek-Catholic spiritual life, specifically the influence of the
Latin devotional paradigm on Romanian Greek-Catholic spirituality, an aspect that will
necessarily have to be analysed. | will analyse the spiritual currents of Roman Catholicism, I will
investigate the question of the relationship between liturgy and devotion, including the
phenomenon of the adoption and adaptation of some Roman Catholic devotions, but also the
relationship between the Greek Catholic heritage and tradition on the one hand and some
innovations that have produced a certain ,,Latinisation” in the Greek-Catholic Church in Romania
on the other. In addition to my individual research, I will seek to involve research groups and
young doctoral students in identifying concrete pastoral perspectives related to the issue of
Romanian Greek-Catholic spiritual identity. A second theme and research direction that I will
pursue in my work is related to the Theological School in Blaj. Although it is currently a little
presumptuous to speak of a real theological school in Blaj, | intend to pursue the working
hypothesis that there was a valuable theological school in Blaj in the 18th and 20th centuries,
where syntheses of thought were developed, theological manuals were published and a particular
spirituality was promoted. The third direction of research will, of course, be given by the field of
disciplines taught.

Also, herein | will present a list of topics for doctoral theses, which will show that | have

already identified the need to analyse some aspects of Romanian Greek-Catholic theology and the



history of Romanian Greek-Catholic spirituality, topics that | will be able to coordinate myself as
doctoral supervisor.

After a section of Bibliographical References, the list of the 10 most representative works that
support the content of the habilitation thesis follows.

| noticed that in the international research, especially in the Italian language, syntheses of the
history of Christian spirituality have been published in several volumes, but today these syntheses
still lack references to Greek-Catholic spirituality, and this is due to the fact that there are no
monographic works on which to base the syntheses. For this reason, | intend to continue to link
research on the history of Romanian Greek-Catholic spirituality with international research, even
extending cooperation with international researchers, teachers and PhD students.

The objectives of my work are therefore clear. The context is the academic one, as an
employee of the Babes-Bolyai University, but also as a researcher in the Romanian and
international environment of the history of Christian spirituality. The chronological limits of my
research will be situated in the 20th century, the century in which the discipline called ,,History of
Spirituality” gained momentum in international research. The geographical limits of my research
will be circumscribed to the Romanian Greek-Catholic religious space, but taking into account the
Eastern European and international context. Thus, the topics of my research will be specific and
relevant to the field of theology. The studies will have a high degree of originality and their results
will express an informed personal opinion. At the same time, my research will propose
suggestions for further research and other new research directions.

The feasibility and originality of the studies have been validated by the national and
international scientific community through the citation of published works and through invitations
and participation as a member or editor in published volumes.

Finally, writing this paper is for me a moment of introspective reflection, on a personal level,

but also of situating my work in the context of university structures and current research.

Blaj, la 19 septembrie 2023

Conf. univ. dr. pr. RUS Anton



